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Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Health and Social Service
Commissioner 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted to be with you all today to take forward the  UK’s journey with the  Namibian police and correctional services. Over the years the UK has built up strong links between British police and health specialists and security sector agencies in Namibia.  This year’s focus on mental health, in cooperation with the Legal Assistance Centre, is a part of that cooperation.
Across the world, correctional service officers deal with people in conflict with the law who have mental health disabilities and disorders. Proportionally the percentage of prisoners with mental health issues is way above average. Similarly  a high percentage of the BHC’s consular customers have such challenges. We owe it to these people to understand their challenges and to have the skills and capacity to deal with them in an appropriate  and understanding manner.
In terms of this workshop we are very pleased to have the opportunity to facilitate the sharing of knowledge between UK and Namibian specialists. Whilst many people undertake theoretical training, it is only when there is a sharing of information from peer-to-peer that the real, practical issues can be addressed. 

In the long run, we hope that standards of care for persons with mental health disabilities and disorders are continually improved. Though this training, staff will be motivated to make and advocate for changes in the system to better address mental health needs in the Correctional Service.
I am delighted that we will be joined by Rosemary Mlilo who holds an Honours degree in Mental Health. She has extensive clinical, managerial and administrative experience in the public health sector in the United Kingdom. She is a holder of the NHS Practitioner of the Year Award, presented in recognition of excellence in professional nursing practice
I’d like to wish all the participants and the trainers every success for the week ahead. I look forward to hearing how it goes.  Thank you.
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