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This school uses the indoor and the outdoor environment to support children in their journey to become independent learners and confident writers.  
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‘In The Mead Early Years Unit we firmly believe that if children are provided with a rich, inspirational and engaging environment, they grow and develop as confident, independent and enthusiastic learners. Topics are derived from the children’s own interests and provide opportunities for them to consolidate and develop the essential skills required to become confident speakers, readers and writers’.  

The Early Years Team

[image: image4]
Writing floats on a sea of talk

The Early Years team firmly believes in James Britton’s philosophy that ‘writing floats on a sea of talk’. At the heart of the provision is a commitment to creating an environment, indoors and outside, in which speech, language and communication skills can flourish and children start to become writers. The provision is planned in detail each term, using a wide range of opportunities and resources both indoors and outdoors. Staff involve children, parents and carers in planning to ensure inspirational and meaningful activities and, coupled with a daily focus on letters and sounds, constantly seek the best ways to support, scaffold and extend all children’s development in talk and communication. All mark-making is valued. Staff give high priority to responding to attempts at writing, while also modelling writing for children on a regular basis. There are countless opportunities to display, celebrate and share their writing.

Shiver and sizzle!
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This term’s theme of ‘Shiver and sizzle’ is typical of the rich and exciting contexts for learning. Role-play areas stimulate the children’s interest and imagination, for example ‘Savannah’, ‘African School’, ‘Polar Region’ and ‘Cruise Liner’. Within these learning areas children have plenty of opportunities to write independently using a wide range of tools and resources. There is a clear purpose for writing as children produce passports, lists, postcards, explorer travel logs and labelled drawings.

Let me tell you a story
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Children also take on the role of ‘storyteller’, drawing on a repertoire of known stories. Staff have embraced the ‘Story Making Project’ which has provided a springboard for high-quality talk and supported the children’s journey into early writing. The creation of a storytelling environment has enabled children to share and compose their own stories. Adults intervene sensitively in the children’s play, scaffolding ideas and encouraging the stories to grow. Of particular note are the detailed story-maps which they create to enable them to effectively retell stories to their friends. 
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Nurturing everyone 

The team emphasises the importance of developing a ‘positive and nurturing emotional climate’ which enables the children to explore with confidence and take risks. They know that this has a powerful impact on the children’s confidence in both talking and writing. When one child explained that he had noticed that a ‘polar bear is stuck in the ice and we have to prise it out’, other children joined in to problem-solve and explore, developing the use of terms such as ‘melting’ and ‘freezing’ and stimulating rich, descriptive language.

Resources positively reflect the children’s cultural and linguistic identity and experience. The environment values and celebrates the different languages spoken by the children. Rich first-hand experiences help children to develop language and build vocabulary. In role play they are encouraged to make marks in their home language as well as in English. In the ‘African School’ they experience dual-text books and labels.
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The outdoor environment has been particularly successful in supporting the development of boys’ writing. For example, a ticket office, an outdoor café and a potting shed encourage the boys to write lists, keep diaries, make posters and create signs.
Observations carried out during child-initiated learning feed into assessments which inform future planning and scaffold learning opportunities. Basic skills in literacy, key words and phonics are rigorously checked and this information contributes to an accurate picture of each child’s learning needs. Careful analysis of individual assessments enables the Early Years leader to effectively monitor individual progress and identify next steps in learning. Where language difficulties are identified, effective interventions are put into place to support the child’s learning. 

Not forgetting the parents and carers
The Early Years team knows that a contributory factor to the high quality of their environment is the successful partnerships which exist between home and school. Parents and carers enthusiastically attend workshops which involve the families in children’s learning from the very beginning. Workshops focus on areas such as play, speaking, listening, reading, writing and the different ways in which children learn. As one parent explained ‘The workshop sessions are fantastic. The information given is clear and detailed, the photo montage was particularly lovely and it was fantastic to see how engaged my son is at school. He really loves showing me his learning environment and he is so proud of what he does at school’. Resources, such as phonic booklets, tips for promoting writing and the development of coordination skills and records of their child’s individual learning journey empower parents and carers to support their children in their education. As another parent explained ‘These are extremely useful as they provide an insight how to help children at home’.
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The Mead Community Primary School is a large primary school that serves two distinct residential areas of Trowbridge on two separate school sites. There are two classes for each year group on the larger site and three classes for children aged four to 11 on the smaller site. Most pupils are of White British heritage and a small number of pupils are from a range of minority ethnic groups. A few are in the early stages of learning English as an additional language. The proportion of pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities is above average. The proportion of pupils who are known to be eligible for free school meals is well below the national average. The school holds national awards for its high-quality provision in physical education, information and communication technology, the arts, international work, and a healthy approach to the pupils’ lifestyles.  
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Overview – the provider’s message





 





The good practice in detail





 





How do we get him out?





Provider background





 





Are you thinking of putting these ideas into practice; or already doing something similar that could help other providers; or just interested? We'd welcome your views and ideas. Get in touch � HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ofstedgoodpractice" �here�.


To view other good practice examples, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice" �www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice�
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