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FOI Release 
Information released under the Freedom of Information Act 

 
Title:   Historical IPO data  
 
Date of release:   8 September 2015 
 
Information request:   
 
IPO data, going as far back as possible, of only the following information: 
- Patent Number 
- Year of application 
- Classification, (IPC or otherwise) 
 
We would even be interested in just the set of patent numbers and applications/grant 
years.  
 
Information released:   
 
We are able to give you partial information, but the main difficulty is one of providing classification 
information. 
 
The old patent numbering system is available on our archived website, from which you should be 
able to work out how many patents were granted in each year (or group of years) from 1617. 
 
The URL is: 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120612152611/http:/www.ipo.gov.uk/types/patent/p-
about/p-whatis/p-oldnumbers.htm  . 
 
For patents published between 1990 and 2014, classified according to the primary IPC main 
group, see the dataset at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ipo-patent-data  .  Please 
note the limitations of the data explained in the accompanying notes, e.g. granted patents are 
indicated by a date in the ‘B’ publication column. 
 
The only other classification information I can think of comes from the Patent Office Annual 
Reports, some of which include tables showing how many patents were granted each year for 
listed technologies, as in the attached example from 1976 and ‘77.  These tables were published 
from around 1955, but as you are probably aware classification systems have changed from time 
to time. 
 
The Annual Reports were published on paper prior to 2003, sometimes with the data published 
separately in our ‘Facts and Figures’.  They are all available at the British Library.  You can 
enquire at:  http://www.bl.uk/bipc/  . 
 
Alternatively, there may be copies held by the House of Commons Library because each 
Comptroller’s Report was lodged with Parliament from 1884.   
 
We have our own copies too, so please let me know if you have trouble accessing them from 
elsewhere, if you think they would be of any use to you. 
 
 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120612152611/http:/www.ipo.gov.uk/types/patent/p-about/p-whatis/p-oldnumbers.htm
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120612152611/http:/www.ipo.gov.uk/types/patent/p-about/p-whatis/p-oldnumbers.htm
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