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ROMANIZATION OF KAZAKH
BGN/PCGN 1979 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Kazakh was designed for use in romanizing names written in
the Kazakh Cyrillic alphabet. The Kazakh Cyrillic alphabet contains nine characters not present in
the Russian alphabet: o, ¥, K, H, 0, ¥, Y, h and i; additionally the characters B, &, ¢, X, h, U, 4, b, b
and 3 are only used in loan words. It is of note that the Kazakh government has announced an
intention to move to using the Roman script as the principal writing system for Kazakh.

o ] O o foie | Pomle

1 Aa Aa 0410; 0430 a MNasnopap Pavlodar
2 Do O 04D8; 04D9 5 Cotbaes Satbaev
3 b6 56 0411; 0431 b Atbacap Atbasar
4 Be Bsg 0412; 0432 v JlncakoBcK Lisakovsk
5 I'r 2 0413; 0433 g Asres Ayagoz

6 Fr 2l 0492; 0493 gh KeskasraH Zhezgazghan
7 On 70 0414; 0434 d Ko6aa Qobda

8 Ee Ee 0415; 0435 e Em6i Embi

9 Eeé Eé 0401; 0451 yo dénopos Fyodorov
10 XK x IK e 0416; 0436 zh apkeHT Zharkent
11 33 33 0417; 0437 7 EkibacTy3 Ekibastuz
12 Uwu Hu 0418; 0438 i Puapep Ridder
13 i Ui 0419; 0439 y AnTaii Altay
14 Kk Krx 041A; 043A k KackeneH Qaskeleng
15 Kk Kx 049A; 0498 q Kbi3bliopaa Qyzylorda
16 On Jn 041B; 043B I Anmartbl Almaty
17 MM Mwu 041C; 043C m Cemeit Semey
18 Hu Hu 041D; 043D n PyaHbIN Radnyy
19 HH Hy 04A2; 04A3 ng BaliKoHbIp Bayqongyr
20 Oo 0o 041E; 043E o Opan Oral




o el O o foHe | bomle
21 Oo 0o 04ES8; 04E9 6 BcKkemeH Oskemen
22 o IIn 041F; 043F p MeTponasn Petropavl
23 Pp Pp 0420; 0440 r Tapas Taraz
24 Cc Cc 0421; 0441 s Cemei Semey
25 Tr Tm 0422; 0442 t TypKicTaH Turkistan
26 Vy Vy 0423; 0443 G Ly Sha
27 Yy Yy 04B80; 04B1 u Hyp-CynTaH Nur-Sultan
28 Yy Yy O4AE; 04AF i Ywapan Usharal
29 (OX0) D ¢ 0424; 0444 f dénopos Fyodorov
30 X x Xx 0425; 0445 kh LLlaxaH Shakhan
T A e e e
32 I 11 Ly 0426; 0446 ts KnuHupl Klintsy
33 Yy Yy 0427; 0447 ch MwuuypuHo Michdrino
34| W gy 0428; 0448 sh Wy Shi
35 101 11 ] w 0429; 0449 shch Tywbikyabik, | Tushchyqudyq
36 b B 042A; 044A ” Not found Not found
37 bl b1 bl b 042B; 044B y note2 Anmartbl Almaty
38 Ii Ii 0406; 0456 i Embi Embi
39 bb bho 042C; 044C , Not found Not found
40 5 I3 042D; 044D é dp3epym Erzerim
41 10 1o 10 10 042E; 044E yu lOcynos Yuslpov
42 s s 042F; 044F ya Asre3 Ayagoz

NOTES

The character sequences rh, 3h, Kh, HF, ch and uh may be romanized g-h, z-h, k-h, n-g, s-h and
ts-h in order to differentiate those romanizations from the digraphs gh, zh, kh, ng, sh, and
the letter sequence tsh, which are used to render the characters f &, x, H, w, and the

character sequence TL.



2. The character bl may be romanized + (Unicode encoding 0069+0335) instead of y, if so
desired.

3. Unicode values are shown with the uppercase Cyrillic character first, followed by the
lowercase character.

4. An inventory of letter-diacritic combinations, with their Unicode encoding, in addition to the
unmodified letters of the basic Roman script is:

A (U+00C4) & (U+00E4)
T(U+012A) 1 (U+012B)
O (U+00D6) 8 (U+00F6)
U (U+016A) G (U+016B)
U (U+00DC) i (U+00FC)
" (U+201D) "(U+2019)
E (U+0116) é (U+0117)

5. The Romanization column shows only lowercase forms but, when romanizing, uppercase and
lowercase Roman letters as appropriate should be used, as demonstrated in the examples.



