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ROMANIZATION OF ARMENIAN

BGN/PCGN 1981 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Armenian was designed for use in romanizing names written in the
Armenian alphabet. The Roman letters and letter combinations shown as equivalents to the
Armenian characters reflect the eastern variety of Armenian, i.e. the language spoken in the Republic

of Armenia.

Armenian | Armenian Unicode’ | Romanization Example Example
(Armenian) (romanization)

1. U w 0531; 0561 a Upwpu Arak’s
2. Pp 0532; 0562 b Pmipuljut Byurakan
3. Qq 0533; 0563 g Qynudph Gyumri
4. 3 0534; 0564 d “thihowt Dilijan
5. Gt 0535; 0565 e/yeNce!l Bplhwl Yerevan
6. Qq 0536; 0566 z Qyupplng Zvart’'nots’
7. ELE 0537; 0567 e Epkpnith Erebuni
8. Cp 0538; 0568 y Culniqkly Ynkuzek
9. e 0539; 0569 t Bhnktwy T’eghenav
10. dd 053A; 056A zh dwignun Zhangot
11. bh 053B; 056B i botidult ljevan
12. L1 053C; 056C I Lnnh Lorri
13. v ju 053D; 056D kh vwgpuptip Khach’k’arer
14. (O] 053E; 056E ts Ohstnuwlupbkpy Tsitserrnakaberd
15 ay 053F; 056F k Juuwu Kapan
16. Zh 0540; 0570 h Zujuoktn Haykashen

1 https://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/U0530.pdf.
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Armenian Armenian Unicode' | Romanization Example Example
(Armenian) (romanization)
17 24 0541; 0571 dz Qnpuok Dzorashen
18. 1. 0542; 0572 gh Nwquph Ghazari
19. K& 0543; 0573 ch Lh& Lich
20. Ud 0544; 0574 m Uwuhu Masis
21. 3] 0545; 0575 y Zuyjudnp Haykadzor
22. Ll 0546; 0576 n Lwhph Nairi
23 To 0547; 0577 sh Chpuy Shirak
24, Nn 0548; 0578 o/voNote? Npnunul Vorotan
25. 2s 0549; 0579 ch’ Onnspn Ch’yrrch’yrr
26. Ny 054A; 057A p Nuwpnyp Ulwl Paruyr Sevak
27. ) 054B; 057B i Qtpuntly Jermuk
28. *n 054C; 057C rr Lnnh Lorri
29. Uu 054D; 057D s Uwhwnul Spitak
30. 94 054E; O57E v Juwdnp Vanadzor
31. Swn 054F; 057F t Swipniu Tavrus
32, Cp 0550; 0580 r Upwpun Ararat
33 8¢ 0551; 0581 ts’ 8hgtn Ts'its'lerr
0548+0552/
34 | NR/M,m 0548+0582; u Nbpdhw Urmia
0578+0582
35. D th 0553; 0583 p’ Onu P’os
36. £p 0554; 0584 k’ Lwliupkn-Qfjpnit | K'anak’err-Zeyt'un
Beqhetes [y 0535+054E/
37 e ’ 0565+0582; ev / yeyNotes Bpliwt Yerevan

0587
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Example Example

Armenian Armenian Unicode! | Romanization

(Armenian) (romanization)
38. Oo 0555; 0585 o] Onpnp Oror
39. N 0556; 0586 f dwtinw Fantan
NOTES

1. The character k should be romanized ye initially and after the vowel characters w, &, k, , h, n, nv
and o. In all other instances, it should be romanized e.

2. The character n should be romanized vo initially except in the word n1], which should be romanized
ov. In all other instances, it should be romanized o.

3. In Soviet-era sources, this uppercase digraph character is found as Gh (U+ 0535+056B).

4. This lowercase character may be seen either in digraph form as ki (U+ 0565+0582) or in single character
form as L (U+ 0587).

5. The characters G4, ki and I should be romanized yev initially, in isolation, and after the vowel
characters i, &, &, n, h, n, nt, and o. In all other instances these characters should be romanized ev.

6. All apostrophes appearing in Armenian romanization are encoded U+2019.

7. The romanization column shows only lowercase forms but, when romanizing, uppercase and lowercase

Roman letters as appropriate should be used.




