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Ambharic is the principal and official language of Ethiopia. The BGN/PCGN system for Amharic is
designed for use in romanizing names written in the Amharic alphabet. The Roman letters and
letter combinations shown as equivalents to the Amharic characters reflect modern Amharic

pronunciation.

Ambharic is written from left to right, each character being a consonant-vowel unit. To romanize,
the Amharic characters should be located in the table below and represented with the
accompanying Roman script. For instance, Ethiopia’s capital city, A%.0 ANQ, is represented Adis
Abeba (e.g. the first character being located in row 16, 15t order column: & = A).
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1torder 2" order | 3order 4% order 5% order | 6™ order! 7" order oMot
U ha U~ hu 7 hi 7 ha % he U h/hi U ho
Ale & lu Al A la N lé N/ i ielo 4, lwa
ch ha chhu ch. hi h ha ch, hé ch h /hi chho
ao me avmuy T mi 9 ma a2 mé °m / mi 9° mo 77 mwa
W se W sy Y, s Y] sa v, se s/ si ¥ so
dre 4 ru on éra bré Cr/ri Cro & rwa
0 se (x su (L st A sa 0 sé is/si (so 4, swa
@ she fr shu Q. shi 4 sha @, shé | fish/shi @t sho q. shwa
Pke & Ku ¢ k1 FKa tke PK/Ki | &/BKo | Ekwa
(1 be (* bu (L bt N ba (L be b /bi (M bo 0. bwa
t te + tu ot Jta +tte tt/ti + to 4 twa
F che ’E chu T chi F cha Fche | ch/chi ¥ cho F chwa
"1 ha “+ hu "L hi % ha " hé Mh/hi | ©/ho | “whwa
Tne T nu Zni G na’ % né Tn/ni % no % nwa
T nye T nyu L nyt g nya Enye | Tny/nyi % nyo & nywa
Ad/’a | &ku/’u AT/T | ha/’a | e/’ nf;r‘o(n;‘mggd ho/’o
N ke - ku ki Nka h, ke hk/ki | h/heko | ™kwa
T he T+ hu T hi M ha T, he fh/hi | B/ Tfeho
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@ we @. wu P wi P wa P weé @ w / wi P wo
0‘a 0-‘u % T % ‘a 9 ‘e 0/ o)
H ze H zu H. z1 H za H ze Nz/zi Hzo H, zwa
M zhe I zhu M zht M zha It zhe zh / H zho M zhwa
P yes 2 yu Ryl Lya % yé re'&;/yi £ yo
L de 4 du 4. di 4 da £ dé Ld/di & do L. dwa
e B ju Rqi % ja gie | B/ £ jo % jwa
1ge Tgu Lg ) ga 1 ge lg/gi 1/ P go 2 gwa
Mmte m-t'u MLt Mt'a mt'é Tt /i Mmto m, t'wa
6bL ch'e 6bE ch’u 6b\, ch’l sh), ch’a 6bP ch’e S ch’ / 6P ch’o 6B, ch’wa
Ape 4 p'u A p'T Apa &pé & p; / p’i 2po
Ats'e & ts'u A, ts' Ats’a 2 ts'e X ts’ [ tsi 21ts’o
0ts’e 6~ ts'u 9. ts"1 9ts’a 9 ts’e 0ts’ /ts'i Pts’o 2. ts’'wa
4. fe 4« fu 4 fi 4 fa é, fé q f/fi & fo 4 fwa
T pe ’F pu T pr T pa T pé Tp/pi 7" po
0l ve 0-vu i Qva 0 ve A v/ vi 0 vo
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NOTES

1. The 6th-order characters should be romanized either with or without the letter i, depending
on pronunciation.

2. For documentation purposes, the characters romanized with h in rows 1, 3, 13, and 18 may,
instead, be romanized with h, h, h, and h, respectively; the characters both romanized with s
in rows 5 and 7 may, instead, be romanized with § and s, respectively; and the characters
both romanized with ts’ in rows 30 and 31 may, instead, be romanized with ts’ and ts’,
respectively.

3. When the character ¢ in row 14 is known to represent the Amharic word meaning ‘and’, its
romanization (na) should always be separated from the preceding and following words by
spaces and should never be capitalized, e.g., Raya na K’obo.

’

4. The vowel characters in row 16 should be romanized 3, u, 1, a, &, i, and o initially and ’a, 'u, 1,
'a,’e,’i, and "o in all other positions.

5. When the character ¢ in row 23 is known to represent the Amharic preposition, its
romanization (Ye) should begin with an upper-case letter and written together with the
following word, which should also begin with an upper-case letter, e.g., YeWiha Shet’.

6. An inventory of letter-diacritic combinations, with their Unicode encoding, in addition to the
unmodified letters of the basic Roman script is:

All apostrophes appearing in romanization are U+2019, except as they appear in
row 20, which are U+2018.

A (U+0100) a (U+0101)
1(U+012A) 7(U+012B)
E (U+0112) é (U+0113)

7. The Romanization column shows only lowercase forms but, when romanizing, uppercase and
lowercase Roman letters as appropriate should be used.



