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	Our Reference: FOI 101417
	

	 December 2015


Freedom of Information Request
You asked the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) for the following: 

The number of prisoners released in error in 2014/15.
For each prisoner please released in error during this period please state:
The offence they were charged with or sentenced for at the time of their erroneous release
The prison/court area from which they were erroneously released.
Whether they have been returned to custody as of the date of the response to this request being compiled.
Please note: I am asking specifically about whether those released in error in 2014/15 have been returned to custody or not.

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and has been passed to me because I have responsibility within the National Offender Management Service (NOMS) for responding to enquiries about releases in error from prison. 
I can confirm that MoJ holds the information requested and I am pleased to provide this below.   
In 2014/15, there were 48 prisoners released in error, with 41 of those released from prison and 7 from court. 
The number of those released in error in 2014/15 and returned to custody is 46. This figure was accurate when the data was drawn on 30 November 2015.  

The table below lists the prison or court area from which each of the 48 releases in error occurred, the offence with which they were charged or sentenced and whether they have been returned to custody. 
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These figures have been drawn on 30 November 2015 from live administrative data systems which may be amended at any time. Although care is taken when processing and analysing the returns, the detail collected is subject to the inaccuracies inherent in any large-scale recording system. The number of releases in error may change should further incidents be reported. 
As advised in my reply to your earlier FOI request, the fact that a prisoner is released in error does not necessarily mean that they will remain unlawfully at large if they are not returned to prison. There are circumstances where a prisoner will not have to return to prison custody. For example, if a prisoner had been incorrectly released whilst they were on remand but duly appeared at court to answer their charge(s) and were granted bail then at that point they would become lawfully at large. The facts in such a case are not obliged to be reported to NOMS and, therefore, our records will not necessarily update to reflect post-release events.  

We take public protection extremely seriously and this type of incident is a very rare but regrettable occurrence.
The rate of releases in error has reduced from 0.81 per thousand prisoners in 2009/10 to 0.56 in 2014/15. 
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FOI RIE

		Releases in error, England and Wales, 2014/15

		Offence		Incident Establishment		Returned to custody

		Assisting illegal immigrants		HMP CARDIFF		Returned to custody

		Possessing firearm with intent to endanger life		HMP WANDSWORTH		Returned to custody

		Affray		HMP LEEDS		Returned to custody

		Wounding with intent		HMP FEATHERSTONE		Returned to custody

		ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT/DETAINEE		HMP WANDSWORTH		Returned to custody

		Robbery		HMP PENTONVILLE		Returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP WINCHESTER		Returned to custody

		Theft		HMP WORMWOOD SCRUBS		Returned to custody

		Bring / throw / convey a List ' A ' prohibited article into / out of a prison		HMP BEDFORD		Returned to custody

		ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT/DETAINEE		HMP CHELMSFORD		Returned to custody

		Theft		HMP BULLINGDON		Returned to custody

		Theft		HMP HOLME HOUSE		Returned to custody

		Robbery		HMP MANCHESTER		Returned to custody

		Possess controlled drug with intent - Class A - Crack		THAMESIDE (HMP)		Returned to custody

		Murder		HMP LINCOLN		Returned to custody

		Breach of a restraining order		HMP BIRMINGHAM		Returned to custody

		Wound / inflict grievous bodily harm without intent		HMP COLDINGLEY		Returned to custody

		Assault by beating		London and East of England PECS Region		Returned to custody

		Arson		East Midlands / Yorkshire and Humberside/North East PECS Region		Returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP BULLINGDON		Returned to custody

		Common assault		North West /West Midlands /Wales PECS Region		Returned to custody

		Robbery		HMP HEWELL		Returned to custody

		Destroy / damage property		HMYOI & RC GLEN PARVA		Returned to custody

		Sexual assault		North West /West Midlands /Wales PECS Region		Not yet returned to custody

		ABH		HMP HEWELL		Returned to custody

		Attempted Robbery		HMP CARDIFF		Returned to custody

		Possess an imitation firearm in public place		HMP WANDSWORTH		Returned to custody

		Escape from lawful custody		HMP CHELMSFORD		Returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP LOW NEWTON		Returned to custody

		Breach of a restraining order		HMP ALTCOURSE		Returned to custody

		UNKNOWN		South West and the South East PECS Region		Returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP DURHAM		Returned to custody

		Possess controlled drug with intent - Class A - Heroin		HMP BULLINGDON		Returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP WEALSTUN		Returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP STOCKEN		Returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP ONLEY		Returned to custody

		Attempted burglary		HMP ONLEY		Returned to custody

		Putting a person in fear of violence		HMP PENTONVILLE		Returned to custody

		Breach of a supervision order		HMP WOODHILL		Not yet returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP WORMWOOD SCRUBS		Returned to custody

		Assault by beating		HMP BULLINGDON		Returned to custody

		Theft		HMP HOLME HOUSE		Returned to custody

		Theft		London and East of England PECS Region		Returned to custody

		Fail to comply with notification order requirement		HMP BULLINGDON		Returned to custody

		Possessing controlled drug - Class A - Cocaine		London and East of England PECS Region		Returned to custody

		Burglary		HMP COLDINGLEY		Returned to custody

		Conspiracy to supply controlled drug - Class A - Crack Cocaine		HMP SUDBURY		Returned to custody

		Possess/control an explosive substance with intent		HMP SUDBURY		Returned to custody






