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►This RA has been substantially re-written; for clarity no change marks are presented - 
please read RA in entirety◄ 

RA 2125 - Aircrew Instructor Training

Rationale Aircrew Instructors (AI) instruct Aircrew in the flying and operation of Air Systems, and 
assure Aviation Duty Holders (ADH), Accountable Managers (Military Flying) 
(AM(MF)), Remotely Piloted Air System (RPAS) Duty Holders (DH) and RPAS 
Accountable Managers (AM) that Aircrew are able to operate an Air System to the 
required standard.  Ineffective instruction may adversely affect Aircrew ability, reduce 
operational output and ultimately lead to an increased Risk to Life (RtL).  To reduce 
this risk, this Regulatory Article requires ADH and AM(MF) to ensure AI are 
appropriately trained, qualified and assured. Central Flying School (CFS) and the Air & 
Space Warfare Centre (ASWC) are the lead agencies for AI Training in the Defence 
Air Environment (DAE).

Contents 2125(1): Aircrew Instructor Training

Regulation 

2125(1)

Aircrew Instructor Training 

2125(1) ADH and AM(MF)1 shall ensure AI within their Area of 
Responsibility (AoR) are appropriately trained, qualified and 
assured to deliver high quality instruction in their Aircrew 
discipline.

Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

2125(1)

Aircrew Instructor Training 

1. ADH and AM(MF) should detail in orders: 

a. The types of AI within their AoR; 

b. The experience level and course(s) required by personnel in their AoR to 
become AI. 

c. The required currencies and competencies required for an AI qualification 
to remain valid.

2. ADH / AM(MF) should approve training organizations to conduct AI training as 
per para 1b. These Approved Training Organizations (ATO) should meet or exceed 
the requirements detailed in the Manual of Military Aircrew Instruction (MMAI)2, and be 
independently assessed at intervals not exceeding 2 years (UK Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) / European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) ATO meet these 
requirements). 

3. AI are required to possess skills that enable the effective transfer of knowledge 
to their students, and should be trained to achieve the following baseline 
competences: 

a. Plan, prepare and deliver appropriately structured theoretical and 
practical teaching events. 

b. Manage trainees, students and instructional resources. 

c. Deliver specialist instruction to incorporate a range of differing learning 
styles. 

d. Integrate Human Factors training into all serials. 

e. Confirm / check learning has taken place, using appropriate practical 
techniques on the ground and in the air.

1 For Open Category and Specific S1 sub-category RPAS Operators, these responsibilities shall be carried out by the RPAS DH / 
AM. 
2 Refer to The CFS Manual of Military Aircrew Instruction (MMAI).
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f. Monitor and review trainee or student progress across the full range of 
aircrew training events. 

g. Produce comprehensive written reports on individual training outcomes. 

4. Flying instruction leading to the award of the appropriate UK military flying 
badge should only be delivered by CFS Qualified AI. 

5. AI empowered through ADH / AM(MF) Orders to deliver flying instruction 
leading to the award of a CQT should be approved as competent to do so by a CFS 
Examiner or Agent or, for AI utilizing a civilian Type Rating Instructor (TRI) 
qualification, a UK CAA / EASA ATO. 

6. Open Category and Specific S1 Sub-Category RPAS.  RPAS DH and RPAS 
AM should, as a minimum, adhere to paras 1,3,10, and 12 of this RA for Instructors in 
these categories of RPAS. 

Qualification 

7. CFS Qualified AI. CFS Qualified AI (eg Qualified Flying Instructor, Qualified 
Observer Instructor, Qualified Synthetic Flying Instructor) should have completed a 
type specific CFS approved course, and had their qualification validated by CFS. 

8. Other AI.  Warfare AI who have completed an ASWC approved course should 
only conduct instruction once their qualification has been validated by ASWC. Other AI 
should have their qualification validated as detailed in ADH / AM(MF) orders. 

9. Civilian AI.  AI holding a UK recognized civilian TRI qualification should only 
conduct AI duties on that specific type if their licence, type and instructor rating remain 
current and valid.

10. Open Category and Specific S1 Sub-Category RPAS Instructors. 
Instructors for these categories of RPAS should: 

a. Complete an approved MAA Defence System Approach to Training 
(DSAT) compliant course or a National Qualified Entity / Recognized 
Assessment Entity civilian course that includes a flying assesment. 

b. Complete the Defence Train the Trainer (DTTT) course prior to delivering 
Remote Pilot training packages. 

c. Be Defence Training Supervisor qualified prior to awarding an MAA 
approved DSAT course qualification / competency for a Remote Pilot to fly 
RPAS in the Open and S1 category.

Assurance

11. CFS Qualified AI should be subject to the processes laid down in the MMAI. 

12. All AI (including Open category and S1 sub-category RPAS Instructors 
delivering a DSAT compliant MAA approved RPAS course) should undertake an 
instructional competence check on an annual basis. This check should be conducted 
by an independent assessor and include the following baseline competencies: 

a. Ability to impart skill and knowledge, utilizing effective analysis and 
debriefing. 

b. Proficiency in flying or airborne operating skills, and knowledge of the Air 
System on which tested. 

c. Standardization of current training practice. 

d. Knowledge of subjects allied to flying / Air System operation.

Guidance 
Material 

2125(1)

Aircrew Instructor Training 

13. Independent Assessment of ATO and AI.  ADH / AM(MF) need to nominate 
suitably qualified assessors with role-specific expertise. Assessors need to be 
sufficiently independent such that they are not unduly influenced by commercial, 
operational, peer or rank / status pressures. For example CFS Exam Wing, CFS 
Agents, ASWC or UK CAA / EASA ATO.
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14. CFS ATO. CFS ATO are training organizations that are approved by CFS to 
conduct training leading to a CFS AI Qualification. 

15. Other ATO. The ASWC will provide details of the types of Warfare AI they will 
train, experience levels and course(s) required by personnel to become Warfare AI, as 
well as the required currencies and competencies required for a Warfare AI 
qualification to remain valid. CFS Exam Wing may approve course content and 
structure for training given at Front Line Command ATO. Other ATO may seek advice 
on good practice from CFS. 

16. Selection.  Aircrew may apply, or be recommended, for AI training at any time 
after the award of the appropriate flying badge or Aircrew qualification3.

3 Refer to RA 2101 - Aircrew Qualifications.
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