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In 2007, Ã2.6 billion was awarded to England through the 2007 to 2013 European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Programmes 

to support projects through investments that boost local economies and create jobs, help local businesses start, grow and improve, 

and regenerate local areas and communities. In total nine ERDF Programmes were established around England to cover all local  

areas focussed on promoting innovation, stimulating enterprise, and ensure sustainable development and communities.  

In addition, ERDF funding is made available through the European Territorial Co-operation Programmes support projects which involve 

cross-border, transnational and inter-regional co-operation and involve working with other European countries and sharing best  

practice.  

ERDF funding has made a huge difference and impact to communities across England. As a result of the investments made: 

 

¶ 109,583 jobs have been created 

¶ 137,101 business have been set up or helped to improve their performance and grow 

¶ 182 hectres of  land have been developed  

 

Through the European Territorial Co-operation Programmes, ú320.48 million of ERDF funding has been approved in the UK to support 

joint projects. Of the investments made 692 projects involve UK partners and there are 1,404 UK project partners.   

 

Support continues through the 2014 to 2020 European Structural and Investment Funds Growth programme which started in March 

2015 and looks to support innovation, boost business and local growth. Ã2.6 billion of funding is available over the lifetime of the Pro-

gramme, together with support from the European Social Fund (ESF) and part of the European Agricultural Fund for Rural  Develop-

ment (EAFRD). More information on the 2014 to 2020 Programme is available on our website. 

England European Regional Development Fund Programmes 2007 to 2013 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-2014-to-2020-european-structural-and-investment-funds
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The GetSet for Growth project helps businesses to access finance to start, sustain or grow. 

With a little under Ã1.5 million of ERDF GetSet for Growth offers a free investment readiness 

service for ambitious businesses in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly looking to access money 

and markets to start, sustain or grow. Businesses receive one to one support, access to 

Group Action Sessions, masterclasses, connections and specialist knowledge.  

The programme, uses bespoke marketing and finance support to help businesses access 

new money and markets. The programme has helped to secure over Ã2.5 million of finance 

for small to medium sized enterprises. GetSet For Growth has a team of business finance, 

marketing and sales experts who work alongside businesses and their teams to find, plan 

and implement the most suitable sources of money and growth to move them forward. 

Carolyn Garman, Islandsô Partnership, explains the impact the GetSet service has had on the business community:  

ñThe service has provided much needed support for many of our businesses,  which are very small operators. Our experience and 

those of our members who also took advantage of the programme, was that the help and advice was very practical and hands-on.ò 

Mi-Generation Limited is an integrated energy supply business covering the supply, service and  

maintenance of biomass boilers. Ã154,786 of ERDF facilitated the establishment of a new line of business to 

supply and install wood pellet boilers and fuel at a wide range of locations across the country.  

The owners of a small working Cornish organic farm on the southern tip of Cornwall wanted to produce all 

their energy requirements using renewable energy. They approached Mi-Generation for a biomass steam 

boiler to replace their current costly and ageing oil steam boiler. Mi-Generation was able to offer their  

exclusive Bidragon range steam boiler. The 750kW, 1 tonne boiler installation will return an anticipated fuel 

saving of 38%, a C02 saving of 86 tonnes per year and a payback period on the capital cost of 5 years. 

GetSet for Growth team celebrate success 

Mi-Generation Biomass Boiler 
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Just over Ã7.5 million of ERDF has supported two projects - the Pendennis  

Building & Redevelopment of the Yacht Basin. The extensive redevelopment of the 

Pendennis Building began over two years ago and has seen the previous shore side  

facility almost completely rebuilt, replaced by larger modernised construction halls, 

workshops and office space.  

Pendennis also has one of the world's leading custom superyacht build and refit  

facilities. The project supported the development of a 7,564mĮ non-tidal wet basin to  

accommodate superyachts before and after their time in the yard. Since May 2015 six 

yachts have already made use of the new basin.  

Pendennis has become one of Cornwall's most important employers, significantly  

Improved the facilities and 315 existing jobs have been safeguarded with 60 permanent skilled jobs created to date in the Falmouth 

Docks area. This work builds on the historic maritime tradition of the town and has helped to deliver the Port of Falmouth masterplan. 

Based on the University of Exeter's Penryn Campus near Falmouth, the Environment 

and Sustainability Institute (ESI) is a Ã30 million interdisciplinary centre leading  

cutting-edge research into solutions to problems of environmental change. 

With just over Ã21.3 million of ERDF, the project works businesses and revolves around 

knowledge transfer and the commercialisation of intellectual property.  To date ESI has 

worked with 460 businesses, creating 57 jobs and is expected to create a further 300. 

Training provider and food and grocery industry recruitment solution charity The  

Employment Academy (TEA) were looking to expand their operations beyond Cornwall, 

but needed additional resource to put together a strong proposition for expansion. ESI helped them secure a graduate for a three month 

placement to carry out important research and analysis into their activities. 

Environment & Sustainability Institute (ESI)  

Pendennis Yacht Basin  
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Ready for Retrofit aims to boost the energy efficiency and micro-generation sector in the South West. 

The project funds social landlords to improve the energy efficiency performance of their housing stock, as 

well as working with businesses to grow local supply chains. 

Ã2.3 million of ERDF, has levered Ã10 million investment in 1,430 energy efficiency and micro-generation 

measures on a range of social housing property types resulting in just under 40,000 tons of CO2 savings.  

This has improved properties from a number of low Energy Performance Certificate bands. 

The project is working with 520 retrofit businesses, helping them create competitive advantage to deliver 

at scale, value and quality.  These businesses have so far created or safe-guarded 56 jobs and Ã6.21 

million gross value added and this figure is set to rise further.  

Exeter City Council received a grant to undertake a house refurbishment for 3 hard-to-treat, unoccupied 

properties in poor structural condition.  The funding improved the energy efficiency, reducing the  

predicted annual energy costs by over Ã500 and saving over 3 tons of CO2/year per property.  

The Marine Innovation Centre (MARIC) accelerates growth by creating intelligent  

connections between marine sector businesses, world-class knowledge, technologies, people 

and infrastructure. Building on the international success of Plymouth Universityôs Marine  

Institute and housed within the Marine Building, MARIC streamlines access to the cutting-

edge resources of the University and its growing  network of specialist partners.  

Ã526,702 ERDF has enabled MARIC to operate as a Business Technology Centre to help  

enterprises to advance their technology readiness levels creating new products and services. 

Established in October 2012, the Centre has so far helped 120 businesses. 

Before Refurbishment 

After Refurbishment 

Marine Innovation Centre (MARIC) 


