
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

14 July 2015 

 

 

 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 REQUEST REF: 0382-15 

 

Thank you for your email of 17 April 2015 asking for information under the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) 2000.  You asked:  

 

 Please state the total number of UK police officers deployed to Sri Lanka (current or 
returned) since 1st January 2007. Please break this down by serving and retired 
officers.  
 

 Please provide a summary the nature of the UK police operation in Sri Lanka.  
 

 Please provide the dates of the UK police operation in Sri Lanka (start and 
end/anticipated end).  
 

 Please provide the total cost to the FCO of the UK police operation in Sri Lanka to 
date.  

 

I am writing to confirm that we have now completed the search for the information which you 

requested.   

 

I can confirm that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) does hold information 

relevant to your request.    

 

Please note that we only keep project records for six years, so we do not hold the 

information requested for the period 2007-2009.  However, we are aware of one visit to Sri 

Lanka in the financial year 2007-08.  This involved two serving UK police officers for 18 days 

at an approximate cost of £44,000. 

 

From 2009-2015, our records show that, a total of nine UK officers have deployed (four 

serving officers and five retired officers) to Sri Lanka.  These deployments were funded 

through the tri-departmental Conflict Pool fund. 

 

The Police service carry out training roles and provide support to other countries on policing 

issues. 

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka & the Maldives 

Team 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 

 

Website: https://www.gov.uk  
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Policing projects have taken place during the dates below. Visits by UK police officers were 

intermittent and of varying duration during these dates, although we are not aware of any UK 

police officers being deployed to Sri Lanka during FY 2010-11.  

 

15 April 2014 to 31 March 2015 

1 May 2013 to 31 March 2014 

1 November 2012 to 31 March 2013 

25 May 2011 to 31 March 2012 

1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011 

1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010 

 

The total UK government funding for policing projects in Sri Lanka, which includes UK police 

deployment costs, is detailed below.  We do not hold specific figures for UK police 

deployment costs.   

 

FY 14/15           £282,057 

FY 13/14           £204,687 

FY 12/13           £159,450 

FY 11/12           £43,360 

FY 10/11   £unable to ascertain 

FY 09/10   £unable to ascertain 

 

 

The FCO can neither confirm nor deny whether the information disclosed represents all the 

information held that would meet the terms of your request, as the duty to comply with 

section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply by virtue of sections 

23(5) and 24(2).   

To the extent that section 24(2) applies, the FCO has determined that in all the 

circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exclusion of the duty to 

confirm or deny outweighs the public interest in confirming whether or not the information is 

held, and to give a statement of the reasons why the exemption applies would itself involve 

the disclosure of exempt information.  Therefore under section 17(4) of the Act the FCO is 

not obliged to give such a statement.  

Once an FOI request is answered, it is considered to be in the public domain.  To promote 

transparency, we may now publish the response and any material released on gov.uk in the 

FOI releases section.  All personal information in the letter will be removed before 

publishing.  

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and 

Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-

commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other re-

use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 

holder.  Most documents supplied by the FCO will have been produced by government 

officials and will be protected by Crown Copyright.  To re-use Crown Copyright documents 

please consult the Open Government Licence v3 on the National Archives website. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=foi-releases&topics%5B%5D=all&departments%5B%5D=foreign-commonwealth-office&official_document_status=all&world_locations%5B%5D=all&from_date=&to_date=&commit=Refresh+results
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/


 

 

 

 

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by 

the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must 

ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non-Crown 

Copyright) information. 

 

 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Desk Officer, Sri Lanka and the Maldives 
South Asia Department 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998.  We may release this personal information to other UK 

government departments and public authorities. 


