
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND REFORM COMMISSION OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

CONCERNING CO-OPERATION ON LOW-CARBON 

1. RECOGNISING the importance both countries attach to tackling climate change in the context of sustainable development,  

2. DESIRING to enhance practical cooperation on low-carbon development and energy efficiency on the basis of mutual benefit,

3. The Department for Energy and Climate Change of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the National Development and Reform Commission of the People’s Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as “the Participants”) have DECIDED to record their intent to strengthen co-operation on practical aspects of low-carbon development through a new bilateral initiative. 

4. NOTING with satisfaction the progress made under the UK-China Joint Declaration on Climate Change of 2008 by the Working Group on Climate Change, the Participants have reached an understanding that they will work together to develop a new strand of co-operation activities called the UK-China Low Carbon Co-operation (hereinafter referred to as the “UK-China LCC”). 

5. The Participants have DECIDED that the main purpose of the UK China LCC will be to strengthen exchange of practical policy knowhow and expertise between the UK and China’s Low Carbon Pilot Provinces and Municipalities on three principal themes:
· Low-carbon planning;

· Use of market mechanisms, including emissions accounting and trading, and wider low carbon policy frameworks and analysis to encourage low-carbon development and energy efficiency;

· Low carbon standards, low-carbon labelling and procurement to bring about low carbon consumption. 

6. The Participants have further DECIDED that the UK-China LCC will focus initially on co-operation between the UK and the following low carbon pilots in China: Chongqing, Guangdong and Hubei. 
7. The Participants have DECIDED that they will continue to discuss the details of this new initiative with a view to establishing a UK-China Low Carbon Co-operation Committee and an Action Plan no later than March 2011.  
8. The content of the Action Plan will be subject to the approval of the Participants through the proposed Co-operation Committee. The Co-operation Committee will meet initially for four years (2011-2015), after which time it will review its work and recommend its continuance or dissolution to the Participants. 
9. This Memorandum will come into operation upon signature and will continue in operation until terminated by either Participant giving six months written notice to the other. 
10. This Memorandum is signed in London, on    January 2011, in duplicate, in the Chinese and English languages, each of these texts having equal validity. 

	For the

Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland                                                           
	For the 

National Development  and Reform Commission (NDRC) 

The People’s Republic of China
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