
 

 

 
 
 
 
11 August 2015 
 
 

Dear  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS ACT 2004, REQUEST REF: 0006-15 

 
Thank you for your email of 22 June 2015 asking for information under the Environmental 
Information Regulations Act (FOIA) 2004.  You asked:  
 
“ I am seeking information on correspondence between the embassy and the following 
companies and organisations: 
 
Glencore 
Anglo American 
BHP Billiton 
Goldman Sachs 
Drummond Co 

  
I would be grateful if you could use keywords in the terms listed above to search your 
records systems as part of your efforts to locate information. I am requesting 
correspondence generated in the period beginning September 2014 and continuing up to the 
present day, or as close as possible to it (i.e. the date this request or any subsequent appeal 
is processed).   
 
Please ensure that your search for correspondence includes: 

 Email correspondence (including attachments)  

 Transcripts  

 Memos  

 Reports  

 Briefing documents or the equivalent 

 Letters 

 Telephone records and any notes made during and after telephone calls 

 Correspondence includes any other type of correspondence frequently used by 
the department, including text messages and private emails 
 

 2.       I am seeking details of meetings between embassy officials and representatives 
of the following organisations from September 2014 and continuing up to the present 
day, or as close as possible to it (i.e. the date this request or any subsequent appeal is 
processed): 

 Glencore 

 Anglo American 

 BHP Billiton 

South America Department 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 

 

Website: https://www.gov.uk  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/


 

 

 Goldman Sachs 

 Drummond Co 

 Please also provide information on meetings including: 

 Date  

 Time  

 Place  

 Attendee list (including name (where discloseable under requirements of 
DPA) and job title of each attendee) 

 Minutes”  
  

I am writing to confirm that we have now completed our search for the information which you 

requested.   

 

I can confirm that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) does hold information 

relevant to your request. I enclose a copy for your attention. 

 
Some of the information you have requested is personal data relating to third parties, the 
disclosure of which would contravene one of the data protection principles. In such 
circumstances regulation 13(1) of the EIRs applies. In this case, our view is that disclosure 
would breach the first data protection principle. This states that personal data should be 
processed fairly and lawfully. It is the fairness aspect of this principle, which, in our view, 
would be breached by disclosure. In such circumstances, regulation 13 confers an absolute 
exception on disclosure. There is, therefore, no public interest test to apply. 
 

Once an EIR request is answered, it is considered to be in the public domain. To promote 

transparency, we may now publish the response and any material released on gov.uk in the 

FOI releases section. All personal information in the letter will be removed before publishing.  

 

The copies of information being supplied to you continue to be protected by the Copyright, 

Designs and Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any 

non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other 

re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 

holder. Most documents supplied by the FCO will have been produced by government 

officials and will be protected by Crown Copyright. To re-use Crown Copyright documents 

please consult the Open Government Licence v3 on the National Archives website. 

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected by 

the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You must 

ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party (non-Crown 

Copyright) information. 

 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

South America Department 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=foi-releases&topics%5B%5D=all&departments%5B%5D=foreign-commonwealth-office&official_document_status=all&world_locations%5B%5D=all&from_date=&to_date=&commit=Refresh+results
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/


 

 

 

We keep and use information in line with the Data Protection Act 1998.  We may release this personal information to other UK 
government departments and public authorities. 


