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13 October 2015 

 

 

 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - REQUEST REF: FOI 0975-15 
 
 
Thank you for your email of 6 October 2015 asking for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) 2000.  You asked:  
 
 
 
“Please provide me with: 

1.  A list of all cases in which the Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) gave advice or 
support during the calendar years 2012, 2013 and 2014.   

Please break this down by: a) the local authority of the person to whom you 
gave advice and b) calendar year.  

 

2. Please provide figures for the calendar years in question 1 showing:  

a) Where known the destination country of the forced marriage (eg Pakistan) 

b) The age of the victim 

c) Calendar year 

 

Please break the figures in question 2 down by government office region (eg 

North West, North east).  Please include Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 

in both questions 1 and 2.  

As FMU is a joint venture between the Home Office and the FCO, I am copying 

both departments’ FOI addresses into this request.   

Consular Directorate 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 

Email: FOI/DPATeam.Consular@fco.gov.uk 

Website: https://www.gov.uk  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/
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We have now completed our search and consultation process and I can confirm that the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) does hold some information relevant to your 
request. 
 

Disclosure 
 
 

1 We hold information of all the cases the FMU gave advice or support on during the 
requested years.  Under section 21 of the FOIA, we are not required to provide 
information in response to a request if it is already reasonably accessible to you.  A 
detailed breakdown of our statistics is already avialble in the public domain at 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage#statistics-on-forced-marriage-
collected-by-fmu.   
 
These statistics show the percentage of cases for each region of the UK.  We do not 
break down our statistics any further, or provide a list of cases, to protect the 
identities of the victims and potential victims to whom we have provided support.  We 
regard lists of cases and information on local authorities as personal data relating to 
third parties, the disclosure of which would contravene one of the data protection 
principles. In such circumstances sections 40(2) and (3) of the FOIA apply. In this 
case, our view is that disclosure would breach the first data protection principle. This 
states that personal data should be processed fairly and lawfully. It is the fairness 
aspect of this principle, which, in our view, would be breached by disclosure. In such 
circumstances, section 40 confers an absolute exemption on disclosure. There is, 
therefore, no public interest test to apply. 
 

2 As above, a detailed breakdown of our statistics is already available in the public 
domain at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage#statistics-on-forced-
marriage-collected-by-fmu. 
 
These statistics show the percentage of cases for each destination country and the 

percentage of cases for each age bracket.   

 

 

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and 

Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-

commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other re-

use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright 

holder.  Most documents supplied by the FCO will have been produced by government 

officials and will be protected by Crown Copyright.  You can find details on the arrangement 

for re-using Crown Copyright information on the TNA website. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage#statistics-on-forced-marriage-collected-by-fmu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage#statistics-on-forced-marriage-collected-by-fmu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage#statistics-on-forced-marriage-collected-by-fmu
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage#statistics-on-forced-marriage-collected-by-fmu
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/uk-gov-licensing-framework.htm
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You can also find out more about previous FOI replies published on our website at 

Publications - Inside Government - GOV.UK. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Consular FOI/DPA team  
Consular Directorate 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=foi-releases&topics%5B%5D=all&departments%5B%5D=foreign-commonwealth-office&direction=before&date=2013-03-01

