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 national, local authority and school level data

Metadata specification



Description

This document describes the data included in the autumn term 2014 and spring term 2015 absence underlying data file, which contains national, regional, local authority and school level data.

National file

This file contains information on absence by pupil characteristics.

Local authority files

These files cover information on absence sessions broken down by reasons for absence, number of persistent absentees and the absence sessions for which persistent absentees are responsible.

School level files

These files cover information on overall absence, persistent absence, absence by characteristics and reasons for absence for 5-15 year old pupils and information on overall absence for four year old pupils.

Proposed SFR restructure files

An example of the proposed SFR restructure (as outlined in chapter 9 of the “Pupil absence in schools in England: autumn 2013 and spring 2014” release) is provided as part of the underlying data. It includes overall, authorised and unauthorised absence, a breakdown of absence by reason and persistent absence information as a machine readable format; showing national, local authority and school level figures for autumn term 2006 and spring term 2007 to autumn term 2014 and spring term 2015. Information on the number of pupils by overall absence percentage point bands has also been provided for autumn term 2014 and spring term 2015.
[bookmark: File_format_and_conventions]


File format

The underlying data contains the following files:

· SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_UD_National_characteristics.csv – rows in this file relate to pupil characteristics

· SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_UD_LA_reason.csv and SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_UD_LA_absence_percentage.csv – rows in these files are identified as each local authority area in England

· SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_UD_School_level_age_four.csv, 
SFR39_2015_ Autumn_Spring_UD_School_level_age_five_fifteen.csv – rows in these files are identified as individual schools in England for 4 year old and 5-15 year old pupils for autumn term 2014 and spring term 2015.

· SFR39_2015_ Autumn_Spring_Proposed_SFR_structure.csv - rows in this file are identified as national, local authority and school level information for autumn/spring term 2006/07 to 2014/15.
· SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_Proposed_SFR_structure_one_percent_bands.csv – rows in this file are identified as national overall absence percentage brackets for autumn/spring term 2014/15.

[bookmark: Rounding_Convention][bookmark: Suppression]Suppression

Totals are rounded and small numbers are suppressed according to the following rules:
 
· Enrolment numbers at national and regional levels are rounded to the nearest 5. 
· Enrolment numbers of 1 or 2 are suppressed to protect pupil confidentiality. 
· Where the numerator or denominator of any percentage calculated on enrolment numbers of 1 or 2, the percentage is suppressed. 
· Where any number is shown as 0, the original figure was also 0. 

Symbols used to identify this in published tables are as follows:

0 Zero 
x	Small number suppressed to preserve confidentiality 
.	Not applicable

Some URN information is missing for 2006/07, 2007/08 and 2008/09. These are marked as “.”.





[bookmark: Notes_for_fields][bookmark: Annex_A]Annex A – Field Listing

A full list of absence fields and the order in which they should be shown on the file is given below.

SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_UD_National_characteristics.csv and
SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_UD_LA_absence_percentage.csv

	School_type
	School type as at 15 January 2015

	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	sess_possible
	Number of sessions possible

	sess_overall
	Number of overall absence sessions

	sess_authorised
	Number of authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauthorised
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_overall_percent
	Percentage of overall absence

	sess_authorised_percent
	Percentage of authorised absence

	sess_unauthorised_percent
	Percentage of unauthorised absence

	enrolments_pa_15_threshold
	Number of enrolments classed as potential persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	enrolments_pa_15_threshold_percent
	Percentage of enrolments classed as potential persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_possible_pa_15_threshold
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_overall_pa_15_threshold
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_authorised_pa_15_threshold
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_unauthorised_pa_15_threshold
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_overall_percent_pa_15_threshold
	Percentage of overall absence for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_authorised_percent_pa_15_threshold
	Percentage of authorised absence for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_unauthorised_percent_pa_15_threshold
	Percentage of unauthorised absence for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)







SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_UD_LA_reason.csv

	School_type
	School type as at 15 January 2015

	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	sess_possible
	Number of sessions possible

	sess_overall
	Number of overall absence sessions

	sess_authorised
	Number of authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauthorised
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_authorised_illness
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to illness (not medical or dental)

	sess_authorised_appointments
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to medical/dental appointments

	sess_authorised_religious
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to religious observance

	sess_authorised_study
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to study leave

	sess_authorised_traveller
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to traveller absence

	sess_authorised_holiday
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to agreed family holiday and agreed extended family holiday

	sess_authorised_excluded
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to exclusion, no alternative provision

	sess_authorised_other
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to other authorised circumstances

	sess_authorised_totalreasons
	Total authorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_unauthorised_holiday
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to family holiday not agreed

	sess_unauthorised_late
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to arriving late

	sess_unauthorised_other
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to other unauthorised circumstances

	sess_unauthorised_noyet
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to no reason yet

	sess_unauthorised_totalreasons
	Total unauthorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_overall_totalreasons
	Total overall absence sessions with reasons













SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_UD_School_level_age_four.csv

	URN
	Unique Reference Number of the school as at 12 September 2014

	Estab
	School establishment number

	LAEstab
	Local authority number and school establishment number

	School_name
	School name

	School_type
	School type as at 15 January 2015

	Academy_type
	Academy type as at 12 September 2014

	Academy_open_date
	The open date of the academy (only populated for those academies open as at 12 September 2014).

	All_through
	Schools with a statutory low age of below seven and a statutory high age of above fourteen

	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	sess_possible
	Number of sessions possible

	sess_overall
	Number of overall absence sessions

	sess_overall_percent
	Percentage of overall absence






























SFR39_2015_ Autumn_Spring_UD_School_level_age_five_fifteen.csv

	URN
	Unique Reference Number of the school as at 12 September 2014

	Estab
	School establishment number

	LAEstab
	Local authority number and school establishment number

	School_name
	School name

	School_type
	School type as at 15 January 2015

	Academy_type
	Academy type as at 12 September 2014

	Academy_open_date
	The open date of the academy (only populated for those academies open as at 12 September 2014).

	All_through
	Schools with a statutory low age of below seven and a statutory high age of above fourteen

	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	sess_possible
	Number of sessions possible

	sess_overall
	Number of overall absence sessions

	sess_authorised
	Number of authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauthorised
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_overall_percent
	Percentage of overall absence

	sess_authorised_percent
	Percentage of authorised absence

	sess_unauthorised_percent
	Percentage of unauthorised absence

	enrolments_pa_15_threshold
	Number of enrolments classed as potential persistent absentees (missing 38 or more of possible sessions)

	enrolments_pa_15_threshold_percent
	Percentage of enrolments classed as potential persistent absentees (missing 38 or more of possible sessions)

	sess_possible_pa_15_threshold
	Sessions possible for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_overall_pa_15_threshold
	Overall absence sessions for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_authorised_pa_15_threshold
	Authorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_unauthorised_pa_15_threshold
	Unauthorised absence sessions for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_overall_percent_pa_15_threshold
	Percentage of overall absence for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_authorised_percent_pa_15_threshold
	Percentage of authorised absence for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_unauthorised_percent_pa_15_threshold
	Percentage of unauthorised absence for persistent absentees (missing 38 or more sessions)

	sess_authorised_illness
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to illness (not medical or dental)

	sess_authorised_appointments
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to medical/dental appointments

	sess_authorised_religious
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to religious observance

	sess_authorised_study
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to study leave

	sess_authorised_traveller
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to traveller absence

	sess_authorised_holiday
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to agreed family holiday and agreed extended family holiday

	sess_authorised_excluded
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to exclusion, no alternative provision

	sess_authorised_other
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to other authorised circumstances

	sess_authorised_totalreasons
	Total authorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_unauthorised_holiday
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to family holiday not agreed

	sess_unauthorised_late
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to arriving late

	sess_unauthorised_other
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to other unauthorised circumstances

	sess_unauthorised_noyet
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to no reason yet

	sess_unauthorised_totalreasons
	Total unauthorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_overall_totalreasons
	Total overall absence sessions with reasons























SFR39_2015_ Autumn_Spring_Proposed_SFR_structure.csv

	URN
	Unique Reference Number of the school as at 12 September in the relevant year

	Estab
	School establishment number

	LAEstab
	Local authority number and school establishment number

	School type
	School type as at 15 January in the relevant year

	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	sess_possible
	Number of sessions possible

	sess_overall
	Number of overall absence sessions

	sess_authorised
	Number of authorised absence sessions

	sess_unauthorised
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions

	sess_overall_percent
	Percentage of overall absence

	sess_authorised_percent
	Percentage of authorised absence

	sess_unauthorised_percent
	Percentage of unauthorised absence

	enrolments_pa_15_threshold
	Number of enrolments classed as potential persistent absentees (missing 38 or more of possible sessions)

	enrolments_pa_15_threshold_percent
	Percentage of enrolments classed as potential persistent absentees (missing 38 or more of possible sessions)

	sess_auth_illness
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to illness (not medical or dental)

	sess_auth_appointments
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to medical/dental appointments

	sess_auth_religious
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to religious observance

	sess_auth_study
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to study leave

	sess_auth_traveller
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to traveller absence

	sess_auth_holiday
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to agreed family holiday (and agreed extended family holiday from 2014/15 academic year)

	sess_auth_ext_holiday
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to agreed extended family holiday (used 2014/15 academic year)

	sess_auth_excluded
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to exclusion, no alternative provision

	sess_auth_other
	Number of authorised absence sessions due to other authorised circumstances

	sess_auth_totalreasons
	Total authorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_unauth_holiday
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to family holiday not agreed

	sess_unauth_late
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to arriving late

	sess_unauth_other
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to other unauthorised circumstances

	sess_unauth_noyet
	Number of unauthorised absence sessions due to no reason yet

	sess_unauth_totalreasons
	Total unauthorised absence sessions with reasons

	sess_overall_totalreasons
	Total overall absence sessions with reasons




SFR39_2015_Autumn_Spring_Proposed_SFR_structure_one_percent_bands.csv

	School_type
	School type as at 15 January 2015

	sess_overall_percent
	One percent overall absence brackets

	enrolments
	Number of enrolments

	enrolments_percent
	Percentage of all enrolments in the relevant overall absence bracket
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