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Airports Commission

Increasing the UK’s long-term aviation capacity

Questions 1-2 invite your views and conclusions in respect of the three short-listed options.

Q 1 W hatconclusions,ifany,doyou draw inrespectofthethreeshort-listedoptions? In

answ ering thisquestionpleasetakeintoaccounttheCom m ission'sconsultationdocum entsandany

otherinform ationyou considerrelevant.T heoptionsaredescribedinS ection3 oftheConsultation

Docum ent.

Q 2 Doyou haveany suggestionsforhow theshort-listedoptionscouldbeim proved,i.e.their

benefitsenhancedornegativeim pactsm itigated? T heoptionsandtheirim pactsaresum m arisedin

S ection3 oftheConsultationDocum ent.

1) T hereisaneedforanintegratedtransportstrategy,acrossm odes,nationally andat

reasonablesub-nationallevel.T hisstrategy shouldbesetineconom ic,socialand

environm entalcontextstow hichtheexpansionofairportsisanim portantfactor.

2) Any airportexpansionm ustbeconsideredaspartofthetransportsystem asaw hole.T he

lackofanintegratedtransportstrategy fortheU Kcreatesbarrierstoacom prehensive

discussion.A system s-view ofm obility shouldbetaken,includingpublicroadvehicles,rail

andfreight.

3) T heoptionsnotedintheconsultationandtheirim pactsdonotappeartobeatruly top-

dow nanalysislookingattheoverallnationalinfrastructurestrategy.T hereneedstobe

considerationofthew iderbusinessdrivers(e.g.theneedtodevelopU Kresearchand

innovation,togrow hightechnology m anufacturingindustry,tosupportthefinancialand

insurancesectorsintheCity,etc.)beforeacleardecisioncanbem ade.

4) T echnology w illplay am ajorpartinim provingefficiency andreducingem issionsinairtravel.

T hereneedstobefurtherdiscussionon airtrafficm anagem entandaircraftsystem s

developm entsthatthroughtechnologicaldevelopm entsenabletheincreaseofexisting

airfieldm ovem entcapacity,albeitw ithaneedtoim provepassengerandfreighthandling

system s.

5) T heconsultationdocum entsm akenom entionofU nm annedAircraft(U AS /R P AS ). O ncethe

regulatory hurdlesforunm annedaircrafthavebeencleared-scheduledfor2018intheEC

roadm ap-anearly adopterw illbefreighttransport.T hiscoulddriveasignificantincreasein

aircraftm ovem entsatHeathrow oritcouldm ovefreightaw ay from centralhubsto

dispersedregionalairfields,orchangehow w etransportgoodsby air;particularly ifthe

uptakeofU AVsforfreightm eansthatpassengersandgoodsoncity-pairtradelinksareless

interdependent.Furtheranalysisshouldtestthesensitivity ofthesecasesandseek

responsesfrom theU AS andfreightindustries.
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6) T hetechnologiesbeingdevelopedforunm annedaircraftsw illalsoenablesinglepilot

operationofaircraftstoim pacttheeconom icm odelforairlineoperations.T hese

technologiesalsohavethepotentialtoreduceseparationbetw eenaircraft,altering

assum ptionsaboutairspaceandrunw ay loading. T hesechangesw illhappenw ithinthe

forw ardview ofthisconsultation.

7) Currently thereislittlereferencetothesecurity thatw illensurethesafety ofthenew

airfields;thesearesignificantissuesfortheexpansionofHeathrow . ExpandingHeathrow as

theexistingU Khubcouldcreateabiggerriskinasingle-pointoffailure.Dueregardm ustbe

giventoresiliencetotheU KP lc– asevidencedby theBeggR eportintoHeathrow snow

chaosinDecem ber2010

http://w w w .heathrow airport.com /static/Heathrow AboutU s/Dow nloads/P DF/BeggR eport22

0311_BAA.pdf

8) N oiserepresentsasignificantissue.N ew advancesinnavigationtechnology canm eanthat

noiseisconcentrated.T hereneedstobeclearguidancefrom theDfT onw hethernoiseisto

beconcentratedordispersedtoensurethatfairnessism aintained.T echnology canprovide

repeatableandassuredrespitebutm oreresearchshouldbecom m issionedtounderstand

thehum anfactorsofannoyanceinterm sofperiodicity ofdisturbance,noiselevel,and

considerationofshadow ingbackgroundnoisefootprintstoblendintotheenvironm ent.

http://w w w .heathrow airport.com /noise/future-plans/m odernising-uk-

airspace/heathrow % E2% 80% 99s-airspace-trials

Questions 3-4 relate to the Commission’s appraisal and overall approach.

Q 3 Doyou haveany com m entsonhow theCom m issionhascarriedoutitsappraisal? T he

appraisalprocessissum m arisedinS ection2 oftheConsultationDocum ent.

Q 4 Inyourview ,arethereany relevantfactorsthathavenotbeenfully addressedby the

Com m issiontodate?

9) T herearesignificantchallengesthatneedtobeaddressedinrelationtocreatingan

appropriateraillinktothew estofHeathrow airport.O neoptionisthesuggestionofa

Heathrow HubontheexistingGreatW esternM ainL inew itha"peoplem over"connection

totheairport. T heintroductionofHS 2 andCrossrailtotherailstrategy ofL ondonw illalso

openupnew possibilitiesforthetransferpassengerstoHeathrow .

10)Currently allfreighttoandfrom Heathrow isby road.By lookingattherailandroadstrategy

alongsidetheairportexpansion,thereisscopetoconsidertheopportunity todeveloparail-

freightlink,notjustforcargo,butalsoforallthe“ supplies” thatthem aintenance,flight

cateringandretailstoresconsum e.

Questions 5-7 relate to how the Commission has appraised specific topics, constructed its

sustainability appraisal and constructed its business case, respectively.

Q 5 Doyou haveany com m entsonhow theCom m issionhascarriedoutitsappraisalofspecific

topics(asdefinedby theCom m ission’s16 appraisalm odules),including m ethodology andresults?
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Q 6 Doyou haveany com m entsontheCom m ission’ssustainability assessm ents,including

m ethodology andresults?

Q 7 Doyou haveany com m entsontheCom m ission’sbusinesscases,including m ethodology and

results?

11)Anaddedbenefitaspartoftheappraisaloftheoptionsw ouldhavebeentheinclusionat

theendofS ection3 ofasum m ary ofim portantfactsderivedby theassessm ent,perhaps

displayedasaT ablerecordingprim arily thenum bersobtainedthatcouldaidthepublic

perceptionofthecom parison. T heincreaseinAirT rafficM anagem entcapacity by 2030 and

2050,theareasoflandtake,thevariouscostsquoted,thenum berofhousesatriskof

dem olitionareexam plesthatm akeforaneasiercom parisoncrossreference. W heresuch

topicssuchasnoisecom parisonsaredifficulttocondenseintoonesuchtable,across

referencetotherelevantparagraphw ouldpossibly suffice.

Question 8 asks if you have any further comments on any aspect of the Commission’s work.

Q 8 Doyou haveany othercom m ents?




