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1.Introduction

Th e A llP arty P arliam en tary Group forA viation (A P P GA )w elc om esth is
opportun ity to respon d to th e A irportsC om m ission ’slatestc on sultation .

Th e A P P GA h asm etw ith th e C om m ission th ree tim es,attw o form al
session san d on e separate session c h aired by a m em berofth e H ouse of
Lord s.Ith asalso d raw n th e C om m ission ’satten tion to th e A P P GA report
on A viation P olic y prioritiesw e prod uc ed in A ugust2012.

M em bersofth e A P P GA are d raw n from allm ajorpolitic alpartiesin
W estm in ster.

Th e C om m ission ’sw ork isfun d am en talto in form in g UK A irTran sport
P olic y fora gen eration .W e h ope itsc on c lusion san d rec om m en d ation s
c an be ac c epted by w h ateverad m in istration isform ed afterth e Gen eral
Elec tion in M ay 2015,an d w illlastbeyon d on e P arliam en t.A P P GA isitself
evid en c e ofth e ability to gain c rossparty c on sen suson suc h issues.

W e repeatourprevioussubm ission th atth e UK n eed sc larity on A ir
Tran sportP olic y.ItisA P P GA view th at:

 Th e UK n eed stw o n ew run w ays,on e firstatH eath row to allow its
statusasUKson ly h ub airportto be sustain ed an d UK Global
C on n ec tivity en sured .

 A sec on d run w ay sh ould be builtatGatw ic k asitsloc altraffic
d evelopm en td ic tates.

 Splittin g h ubsbetw een tw o orm ore airportsin th e UK h asbeen
tried an d failed .

 Th e n eed sofUK region s’c on n ec tivity to th e h ub airportan d th e
globaln etw ork ofairservic esth aton ly itoffersm ustbe sec ured in
both th e sh ortan d lon g term by positive Govern m en tac tion an d
polic y bac kin g.To en sure th ish appen s,an d asin c lud ed in our
reportof A ugust2012,th e C om m ission sh ould propose oth er
m ean sofm eetin g th e lac k ofrun w ay c apac ity atH eath row .
C ritic ally th issh ould aim to sec ure vitalregion aloperation susin g
EC P ublic Servic e Obligation protec tion to th ose UK region alc en tres



th ath ave lostlin ksto H eath row by use ofRA F North olt’sexistin g
1700 m etre run w ay on ly som e 4 m ilesn orth of H eath row .

2. Commentary

A sth e on ly c ross-party group atW estm in sterd ed ic ated to prom otin g

totalaviation polic y issues,th e A P P GA w elc om esth isopportun ity to

respon d to th e A irportsC om m ission ’slatestc on sultation an d itssh ortlist

ofoption sforn ew run w ay d evelopm en t.

A P P GA w elc om esth e C om m ission ’sac c eptan c e th atup to tw o run w ays

m ay be required an d th attw o of itsth ree sh ortlistoption sare for

d evelopm en tof ad d ition alrun w ay c apac ity atLon d on H eath row as

previously proposed by usin subm ission sto th e A irportsC om m ission .

Ourresearc h an d exam in ation forourpaperon UK A viation P olic y an d

A P D in A ugust2012 c on firm ed th atth e firstn ew run w ay sh ould be at

Lon d on H eath row . Th e C om m ission ’sd etailed ec on om ic an alysisc learly

id en tifiesth atth e ec on om ic ben efitof d evelopin g a n ew run w ay at

H eath row istw ic e th atofa n ew run w ay atGatw ic k.

W h ilstth e w ork h asc on firm ed ourlon g h eld view sth atth ere isa n eed for

atleaston e n ew run w ay,w e also believe th atth e C om m ission m ust

ad d ressth e question asto w h atprac tic alan d polic y in itiativesc an be

ad opted to resolve th e run w ay c apac ity sh ortfallan d itsad verse ec on om ic

c on sequen c esto th e UK’strad e an d globalc on n ec tivity in th e period

before a n ew run w ay isavailable,probably n otbefore 2030.

W e repeatourprevioussubm ission on th isin an sw erin g Q uestion 8.

Th e A P P GA ’san sw ersto th e C om m ission sQ uestion s1 to 8 are given

below .

In view of itsun ique m em bersh ip ofM P s,m an y of w h om w illbe d ebatin g

yourP olic y rec om m en d ation safterM ay 2015,A P P GA rem ain sread y to

m eetw ith th e C om m ission an d provid e ad d ition alin form ation aboutits

subm ission .

Q1 What conclusions, if any, do you draw in respect of the three

short-listed options?

A P P GA believesth atth e C om m ission isc orrec tin itsan alysisofth e

option san d c on sid ersth atth e run w ay option sforH eath row sh ould be



taken forw ard to be d eveloped in to a n ew Govern m en tP olic y forUK air

tran sport.

A P P GA believesth e Option forth e H eath row A irportNorth w estRun w ay

sh ould be favoured asitism ore c on ven tion alan d offersgreaterflexibility

an d resilian c e w h ilstad optin g in tern ation ally ac c epted c on ven tion son

run w ay c on figuration ,lateralseparation an d operation .W e also h ave

som e c on c ern w ith th e operation alm an agem en tan d A TC in teroperability

form issed approac h an d go-aroun d w ith th e proposed H eath row

Exten d ed North ern Run w ay option .

Th e A P P GA also w elc om esth e C om m ission ’sproposalsforan ad d ition al

run w ay atLon d on Gatw ic k,butn otatth e expen se ofon e atH eath row

first.Gatw ic k h asn eed ed an oth errun w ay form an y yearsasoperatin g its

sin gle run w ay at55 airtran sportm ovem en tsperh ourm ay be effic ien t

forth e airportow n er/operator,buth asin c reased airlin e bloc k tim es,

airlin e c osts,d elay an d d isruption an d n egated an y realoperation al

resilien c e atGatw ic k.

Th isseriousoperation alim plic ation softh is“over-sc h ed ulin g ofth e

run w ay” w ere w ellillustrated on th e 29th ofDec em ber2014 w h en a

Virgin A tlan tic 747-400 boun d forLasVegasreturn ed to th e airportw ith a

h yd raulic problem ,h avin g spen tfourh oursred uc in g itsfuelload to below

itsm axim um perm issible lan d in g w eigh t.Th e airc raftth en lan d ed at

Gatw ic k an d c aused th e c losure ofth e UK’ssec on d busiestairportfor4

h oursata peak tim e ofyear,w ith kn oc k-on c an c ellation san d d elaysto

oth erairlin esan d th eirpassen gers.Th isisn otan ac c eptable w ay for

m ajortran sportin frastruc ture to be operated .

Th e A P P GA believesth e C om m ission m ustad d ressoperation alresilien c e,

th rough th e establish m en tof realistic run w ay ac h ievable an d operable

c apac ity levels,atsay 80% ofth eoretic alrun w ay c apac ity.W e also c all

forth e d esign ation ofa fully resourc ed ,supported UK m asterin c id en t

d iversion airport,partic ularly in th e in terim ,un tiln ew c apac ity is

available,aspartof itsfin d in gs.W e suggestth e poten tialuse of P restw ic k

airportforsuc h a role in an sw erto Q uestion 8.

Q2 Do you have any suggestions for how the short-listed

options could be improved, i.e. their benefits enhanced or

negative impacts mitigated?

Regional Air Services and Public Service Obligation (PSO). Th e

A P P GA w elc om esth e ad d ition alw ork th e C om m ission h asun d ertaken in to

th e vitalrole th atregion alairservic esto th e UK h ub serve in supportin g



th ose c om m un itiesan d th eirassoc iated ec on om ic d evelopm en t.W e

believe th e sh ort-listed option ssh ould also look atan d assessregion al

lin ksan d h ow th ey m igh tbe protec ted un d erP ublic Servic e Obligation

(P SO)d esign ation .Th e C om m ission refersto th isatparagraph 1.31 of its

latestC on sultation butth en d oesn otseem to take th e im pac tan d

im portan c e ofsuc h lin ksfurth er.A n y n ew run w ay c apac ity w illbe th ere to

serve n otjustLon d on an d th e South EastofEn glan d ,butif d eveloped at

th e H eath row h ub,to serve an d fac ilitate th e UK region san d m axim ise

th eirglobalc on n ec tivity.

H eath row ’sh ub statusan d th e overalln etw ork of d estin ation sserved h as

been erod ed asairlin es,en c ouraged by th e airportow n er,sough tto

m axim ise th eirreturn sby foc ussin g on th e m ostprofitable routes– often

c uttin g profitable d om estic on esan d replac in g th em w ith substan tially

m ore profitable in tern ation alservic es.

Over20 UK region alairportslostservic esto H eath row asa result.W h ilst

H eath row – New York offersover30 servic esa d ay,th ere are n o servic es

from H eath row to UK region ald estin ation ssuc h asP restw ic k,In vern ess,

New quay,H um bersid e,Teessid e,Liverpool,Guern sey orth e Isle ofM an .

Th e C om m ission sh ould c on sid erh ow suc h servic esc an be protec ted in

th e future an d slotsubstitution lim ited .

Slot Allocation Rules. Th e C om m ission n eed sto rec ogn ise th e im pac tof

th e existin g in tern ation ally agreed SlotA lloc ation ruleson n ew en tran ts

w h en n ew c apac ity ism ad e available.Th isisc ruc ialifth e ben efitof n ew

c apac ity atth e h ub isto be m axim ised an d th e n etw ork ofservic es

available grow n an d lin ksto UK region s(see above)guaran teed .

Air Freight. W h en w e m etth e C om m ission forth e sec on d tim e,w e

un d erstood th atth e C om m ission w asvisitin g th e B A an d oth erallfreigh t

operation sth e follow in g d ay atStan sted .Itbec am e apparen td urin g th at

c on versation w ith on e C om m ission erth ath e h ad little id ea ofth e

relevan c e orvalue ofairfreigh tto th e airlin es.Th atlac k ofapprec iation

seem sto h ave been c on tin ued in th isc on sultation .

Th e C om m ission d oesn otappearto apprec iate th e sign ific an tim portan c e

ofairfreigh t,partic ularly on lon g h aulairlin e ec on om ic s.Itm akespassin g

referen c e to airfreigh tforin stan c e atparagraph 3.70 butd oesn ot

appearto rec ogn ise itsrealec on om ic im portan c e to airlin es.Som e 10%

of B ritish A irw aysreven ue c om esfrom airfreigh t.Forairlin essuc h as

Lufth an sa itc an be up to 30% .



M od ern w id e-bod y airc raftc an h ave 30% orm ore of both th eirvolum etric

an d w eigh tpayload as“d ead load “forairfreigh t,m ostly in th e un d erbelly

oflon g h aulw id e-bod y airc raft.

A lth ough over80% ofairfreigh tisc arried in th e belly h old sofpassen ger

airc raft,th e ability ofan airlin e to be able to c on solid ate itsfreigh t

operation s,in c lud in g spec ialistallfreigh toperation siskey to airlin e

reven uesan d profitability. B ritish A irw aysallfreigh toperation sw ere

“forc ed out” of H eath row to Stan sted by th e th en B A A H eath row

m an agem en ton spuriousen viron m en talan d sloteffic ien c y groun d s;

th ereby splittin g B A ’ssfreigh toperation san d in c reasin g c osts.M ean w h ile

itsm ajorc om petitorssuc h asLufth an sa atFran kfurtan d KLM /A irFran c e

atSc h iph olan d P arish ave been able to ben efitfrom sin gle airport

operation san d use on e freigh tsh ed an d assoc iated fac ilities.H eath row

A irportLim ited ’s(H A L)belated rec ogn ition ofth e im portan c e ofairfreigh t

an d H eath row ’srole asUK n um beron e portby value isw elc om e,butit

sh ould n everh ave been overlooked .

Th e reven uesearn ed are fun d am en talto th e overallec on om ic soflon g

h aulairlin e operation an d n eed to be rec ogn ised by th e C om m ission in its

appraisalproc ess.

Q3 Do you have any comments on how the Commission has

carried out its appraisal?

Airline Economics. W e believe th e C om m ission h asa fun d am en tal

m isc on c eption asillustrated atP aragraph 3.18 of itslatestC on sultation

th atairportsc om pete orth atm ultiple h ubsw ork.Itisairlin esth at

c om pete forpassen gersan d freigh t,n otairports.A irlin esselltic ketsan d

airfreigh tw eigh -bills,n otairports!

Un d erstan d in g th ispoin tisc ruc ialto th e C om m ission ’sappraisalproc ess

an d on e itreally n eed sto grasp.

Th e UK d eveloped a tw in h ub airportstrategy in th e 1970san d 1980s

w ith ac tive Govern m en t,B A A ,A irlin e an d C A A polic y bac kin g,in c lud in g

relevan tbilateralsupportth rough B erm ud a 2.Despite allth atpositive

support,in c lud in g establish in g a Sec on d Forc e C arrierin B ritish

C aled on ian ,th e polic y failed .A ssoon asc apac ity bec am e available at

H eath row th rough rem ovalof A irTran sportM ovem en trestric tion sor

aban d on m en tofTraffic D istribution Rules(1991),th en 20 airlin esan d 2

m illion passen gerstran sferred from Gatw ic k to H eath row .A sa result

Gatw ic k’slon g h auln etw ork isn ow a frac tion of w h atitw asin th e m id -

1980s.Itssole fligh tsto New York,th e UKslargestlon g h aulm arket,



w arran tsa 3 – 4 tim esa w eek Norw egian A irlin es787 servic e;by

c om parison ,H eath row offers30 frequen c iesa d ay to New York by

m ultiple c arriersallofferin g fullon lin e an d in terlin e c on n ec tivity.

Vietn am A irlin esh asan n oun c ed itisto m ove itsc urren tservic e from

H an oi an d H o C h i M in h to Lon d on H eath row ,in stead of Lon d on Gatw ic k,

on 30 M arc h 2015,w ith B 777-200ER.Th isservesto illustrate th e real

attrac tion of Lon d on H eath row asth e UK’son ly viable h ub airport.Every

lon g h aulairlin e th atc an getslotsatH eath row d oesso,often payin g

m an y m illion sforth e privilege.In d eed th e c apac ity c on strain tsat

H eath row are on e of th e reason sw h y Sec on d ary SlotTrad in g h as

d eveloped an d been ac c epted by th e regulator.Ith asrec en tly been

ad opted in th e USA .

A irtran sportan d airlin e ec on om ic sare w h atd rive th e in d ustry an d

ec on om y ofsc ale iskey;th atm ean slarge sin gle h ub airportsare th e

optim um w ay to d evelop globallegac y airservic e n etw orks.Th e

C om m ission sh ould ac c eptth is,asitd oesin partatparagraph 2.27,but

m ake m ore ofth e im plic ation in itsappraisalproc ess.

Low C ostC arrierssuc h aseasyJet,th e largestoperatoratLon d on

Gatw ic k,d o n otofferpassen gerssec ure,airlin e-bac ked c on n ec tin g

prod uc ts.Th ose are leftto th e legac y an d A llian c e airlin esw ith proven

in d ustry IA TA supported In terlin e agreem en ts.

EasyJetc on firm ed th atd espite itsm ove in to m ore busin essfoc ussed

m arkets,itw ould n otbe pursuin g guaran teed c on n ec tin g prod uc tsor

servic esforitspassen gers.Th atisn otpartof itsbusin essm od el.

Investment cost contrasts. Th e A P P GA isalso c on c ern ed atth e

C om m ission ’sfoc uson th e c ostto airportoperatorsorow n ersof d elivery

an d fun d ability of eac h ofth e run w ay option satth e C om m ission ’sow n

estim atesofbetw een som e £ 12 billion atGatw ic k to £ 19 billion at

H eath row .Ith asalso failed to h igh ligh tth e c urren tc ostan d opportun ity

c ostlost,of n oth avin g th e n ew run w ay c apac ity to th e airlin esoperatin g

atH eath row an d Gatw ic k.

Th e c apitalc ostof d evelopin g th e n ew run w aysatH eath row orGatw ic k is

equivalen tto airlin e in vestm en tin betw een 25 an d 40 A irbusA 380

airc raft.Th ere isn o sh ortage of ban ksorleasin g c om pan iesw illin g to

fun d suc h airc raftin vestm en t.

M an y large pen sion fun d ssuc h asOn tario Teac h ersw ith th eirin c reased

in vestm en tin B irm in gh am In tern ation alA irport,w ould appearto c on firm



th atth ere isn o sh ortage of fun d sforairportin frastruc ture in vestm en t

an d th e reven ue stream sth atresult.

Ifan y of th e airportappoin ted C om m ission ersh ad an airlin e bac kgroun d ,

th isissue w ould be m ore fully apprec iated . Th e requirem en tto d evelop

n ew run w ayssh ould be bein g d riven by th e n eed sofairlin es,on beh alfof

th eirpassen gersan d sh ippers,n otby airportow n ersoroperators.

IA TA rec en tly stated th atitsm em berairlin esoperatin g in to Europe
in c urred ad d ition aloperation alc ostth rough in ad equate in frastruc ture of
som e $ 3 billion a year;n o d oubtm uc h ofth atisalread y in c urred at
Lon d on H eath row . Italso referred to itsm em berairlin esac c eptin g $ 180
billion of n ew airc raftd eliveries(Sourc e: IA TA P ressRelease 16th

Dec em ber2014).M ean w h ile a B oein g pressrelease ofth e 6th Jan uary
2015 refersto itac h ievin g 1,432 n etc om m erc ialord erslastyearvalued
at$ 232.7 billion .Suc h substan tialan d read ily supported in vestm en tin
n ew airc raftby th e w orld ’sairlin esputsth e in vestm en trequired forn ew
run w aysto serve th e UK h ub in perspec tive,on e th atth e C om m ission
d oesn otseem to h ave applied suffic ien tth ough torw eigh tto.

Q4 In your view, are there any relevant factors that have not

been fully addressed by the Commission to date?

A lread y c overed in an sw erto Q uestion 3 above.

Q5 Do you have any comments on how the Commission has

carried out its appraisal of specific topics (as defined by the

Commission’s 16 appraisal modules), including methodology and

results?

No

Q6 Do you have any comments on the Commission’s

sustainability assessments, including methodology and results?

Th e assessm en tsn eed to rec ogn ise th e broad erglobalac h ievem en tofth e
airtran sportin d ustry.A c c ord in g to th e latestIA TA figures(Dec em ber
2014),th e w orld ’sairlin esh ave d oubled th e n um berof c ity pairsserved
w h ilstan d h alvin g airtran sportc ostsin past20 years; w h ilstglobally
“n ation alGovern m en tsgain substan tially from $ 125bn oftaxation
an n ually an d from 58 m illion 'supply c h ain 'jobs”.

Sim ilarly fueluse perA vailable Ton n e Kilom etre (A TK)isan tic ipated to
falla furth er1.6% yearon year,savin g 12 m illion ton n esof C O2
em ission san d $ 3 billion of fuelc osts.



Th ese fac torsare h igh ly relevan tto th e UK d eliberation san d sh ould be

rec ogn ised by th e C om m ission

Q7 Do you have any comments on the Commission’s business

cases, including methodology and results?

No;oth erth an rec ogn isin g th e h igh ervalue of d evelopin g th e H eath row

h ub an d n eed in g to rec ogn ise th e im pac ton th e airtran sportn etw ork an d

airlin e operation sifth ere isa failure to ac ton th e C om m ission ’s

rec om m en d ation sto sec ure UKsfuture run w ay c apac ity requirem en ts.

Q8 Do you have any other comments?

A P P GA believesth atth e C om m ission m ustad d ressa n um berofoth er

aviation polic y issuesin m akin g itsfin alrec om m en d ation sin ord erto

sec ure UK ability to m eetboth sh ortan d lon g term d evelopm en tan d

c on tin ued ability to sustain itsvitalairtran sportn etw ork.

W e h ave m ad e som e ofth ese rec om m en d ation sbefore in ourprevious

subm ission s,butbelieve th ey are w orth repetition atth isstage in th e

appraisalan d sh ortlistin g proc ess.

Mixed Mode and use of RAF Northolt. Th e A P P GA isc on c ern ed th at

th e C om m ission h asfoc ussed solely on th e lon g term run w ay

d evelopm en toption san d n otad d ressed h ow w e m igh tad d ressth e

run w ay c apac ity problem in th e in terim for,say,th e n ext15 years.

W e h ave suggested th e poten tialuse of m ixed m od e atH eath row to

in c rease c apac ity,assum in g th atad d ition alstan d c apac ity c an be foun d to

ac c om m od ate th e 50,000 A TM sth atsuc h a d evelopm en tm ay perm it.

In ourprevioussubm ission an d in th e A viation P olic y P aperw ritten by

A P P GA in A ugust2012,w e h ave proposed th e use ofRA F North olt’s

existin g 1687 m etre run w ay to provid e ren ew ed c on n ec tivity to a n um ber

ofUK periph eralregion alairportsth ath ave lostac c essto H eath row over

th e last30 years.

Th atw ould en able H eath row on c e again to provid e vitalglobalc on n ec tion

to m ajorpartsofth e UK an d allth e assoc iated positive ec on om ic ac tivity

th atw ould result.Itw ould h elp th e region san d c on firm th atUK aviation

polic y c an c on tribute to th e ec on om ic d evelopm en tofth e w h ole ofth e

UK,n otjustLon d on an d th e South East. Th isc ould be ac h ieved w ith out

an y in c rease in m ovem en tsatNorth oltif th e existin g 12000 perm itted

B usin essA viation M ovem en tsw ere tran sferred to B iggin H ill,Farn borough

orOxford an d substituted by tw ic e d aily c on n ec tion sto say 10 UK region s



suc h asIn vern ess,New quay,P restw ic k,Teessid e,H um bersid e,Liverpool,

Isle ofM an ,Guern sey,an d Dun d ee.M an y ofth e airc raftused forbusin ess

aviation atNorth oltare alread y largeran d poten tially n oisierth an th e

region alairc raftth atw ould be able to replac e th em .

C on n ec tion sto H eath row c ould in itially be ac h ieved by regulard ed ic ated

h igh quality c oac h tran sfersto th e c en tralarea of H eath row ,plus

separate c on n ec tion sto Term in als4 an d 5.

Th e proxim ity ofth e C en tral,P ic c ad illy an d Lon d on M id lan d lin esto

North oltw ith poten tiallin ksth atm igh tafford to both c en tralLon d on an d

via tube lin ksto H eath row w ith m od estin vestm en tm ay also be possible.

In itssubm ission to th e Tran sportSelec tC om m ittee In quiry in to region al

airports,Europe’slargestregion alairlin e,FlyB e,h asc on firm ed support

forpoten tialuse of North oltforUK region alservic esto ac c essLH R global

c on n ec tion s.

W e also un d erstan d th atth e H eath row A irportLim ited supported Region al

Task Forc e h asrec ogn ised th e poten tialofNorth oltto allow th e UK

region sto reen gage w ith vitalGlobalaviation c on n ec tion satH eath row .

W e believe th e fac tth atgroupssuc h asA P P GA ,UK region san d a m ajor

an d in fluen tialregion alairlin e are allin favourof use ofNorth oltan d

sh ould be rec ogn ised by th e A irportC om m ission in itsfin al

an n oun c em en t.

Operational Integrity

Th e m ajorUK airportsatH eath row an d Gatw ic k alon g w ith NA TS,take

prid e in th e effic ien c y w ith w h ic h th ey operate th e system .Th e UK

operatesth ose run w aysatA TM ratesforIn strum en tFligh tRule

operation sth atare n otm atc h ed elsew h ere in th e w orld .

Suc h in ten sity of use c ausessign ific an tproblem sforoperation alresilien c e

an d in tegrity.A n y d elay,d isruption ,orad verse w eath erh asa

d isproportion ate im pac ton th e operation ofourm ajorairports.W e

d esc ribed above th e issue ofth e Virgin A tlan tic 747 in c id en tatGatw ic k on

th e 29th ofDec em ber2014.

A P P GA c on sid ersth atrealisable an d sc h ed ulin g A TM ratessh ould be

red uc ed to allow forsom e c on tin gen c y in operation sto ac h ieve effic ien t

use ofrun w ay c apac ity.Th atlim itsh ould be setat80% ofth e th eoretic al

m axim um .Th isw ould provid e vitalprogram m e resilien c e an d th e ability



ofairlin e program m esan d sc h ed ulesvital“c atc h up” in th e even tof

ad verse w eath eroroth erin c id en ts.

Slot allocation

A P P GA rec ogn isesth atth e C om m ission ’sd eliberation son th e poten tial

use ofan y n ew run w ay c apac ity are govern ed by In tern ation al

agreem en tson slotalloc ation .

M an y ofth e ac tion sby airlin esare govern ed by slotalloc ation rules,w ith

m ostrec en tly,IA G,B A paren th old in g c om pan y,seekin g to buy A er

Lin gus,in partto sec ure ad d ition alH eath row slots.Th ere islessofa

th reatof in c reased c om petition an d poten tially betterreturn forIA G

sh areh old ers,by buyin g up existin g c arriersw ith H eath row slots,rath er

th an ad voc atin g n ew c apac ity w h en h alf of n ew slotsgo to n ew en tran ts,

un d erth e agreed n ew en tran trules.

Major Incident airport availability. A P P GA isc on c ern ed th atw ith

both Lon d on H eath row an d Gatw ic k airportsrun n in g atalm ost100% of

c apac ity,th eirability to d ealw ith servic e d isruption d ue to w eath eror

operation alin c id en tsisn on -existen t.Th e latestsuc h in c id en tw as,as

m en tion ed above,on 29/12/14 w h en a Virgin A tlan tic 747-400 en route

to LasVegasexperien c ed a h yd raulic problem buth ad n otd ec lared a

m ayd ay,yetreturn ed to Lon d on Gatw ic k an d c losed th e UK’ssec on d

busiestairportfor4 h ours,w ith allth e atten d an td elay,c an c ellation ,

d isruption an d c ostto th e airport,airlin estravellersan d sh ippers,plusth e

reputation alrisk to servic e in tegrity.

Un tilth ere isad d ition alrun w ay c apac ity atth e m ajorLon d on airports,w e

believe th atth e UK sh ould d esign ate a m ajorUK airportw ith a lon g

run w ay an d c learrem ote approac h esford iversion in th e even tofan

em ergen c y ora sec urity alert.W e w ould ad voc ate th e d esign ation of

P restw ic k A irportw ith itsalm ost3000 m etre m ain run w ay.

Th e ad d ition alResc ue Fire Figh tin g an d assoc iated fac ilitiesan d

m an pow errequired forsuc h a fac ility c ould be partfun d ed by th e m ajor

airportssuc h asH eath row an d Gatw ic k,w h ic h w ould ben efitby n ot

h avin g to en d ure operation ald isruption in th e even tofan in c id en t,an d

poten tially th e W estm in steran d Sc ottish Govern m en tsto c overad d ition al

sec urity requirem en ts.

Disc ussion sh ave alread y been h eld w ith th e Sc ottish Govern m en ton th is

poten tialopportun ity,given th eirow n ersh ip of P restw ic k A irport.



Lost Connectivity. A P P GA isc on c ern ed th atth ere isan y referen c e to th e

lossofUK origin ord estin ed traffic to overseasairportssuc h as

A m sterd am ,Dublin ,an d in th e M id d le Eastd ue to a lac k of c apac ity in

Lon d on in th e righ tloc ation .Th e C A A Origin Destin ation Surveyssh ow s

th atsom e 2 m illion c on n ec tin g passen gersa yearfrom th e UK are bein g

d iverted overA m sterd am Sc h iph old ue to lac k ofUK c on n ec tivity overth e

H eath row h ub an d A irP assen gerDuty.Th e lossoverDublin an d h ubs

suc h asDubai w illalso be substan tialan d represen tsa sign ific an tlossto

UK airlin esan d ec on om y.

Achieving an All Party Aviation Policy Consensus. A P P GA isun ique in

th e W estm in sterP arliam en tin bein g a group represen tin g c rossparty

aviation in terestan d priorities.Itisvitalth atifth e C om m ission ’s

rec om m en d ation sare to be ac c epted th atth e proposalsforw ard are

ac c epted by m ore th an on e P arliam en t,possibly 3.

Th e C h airm an ofth e A P P GA w asa lon g stan d in g m em berofth e H ouse of

C om m on sTran sportSelec tC om m ittee.In 1998,th atC om m ittee w rote a

reporton Region alA irServic es.Th e Govern m en trespon se to th e

C om m ittee rec om m en d ation sw asto C om m ission an d publish th e Future

of A irTran sportW h ite P aperin Dec em ber2003.

Th e A irportsC om m ission ’sw ork fully en d orsesth e c on c lusion ofth at

W h ite P aper,th atLon d on H eath row w asth e preferred loc ation fora n ew

run w ay.W e h ave lost12 yearsofplan n in g an d poten tialprogressan d

ec on om ic c on tribution asa resultofth e d elays.

H ad th ose polic y proposalsbeen ac c epted atth e tim e,th en rath erth an

c urren tly d ebatin g w h ere an d w h en a n ew run w ay w asrequired forth e

UK,w e w ould be open in g a n ew LH R run w ay n ow ,n otstillan alysin g

option s,an d failin g to allow th e UK to m ain tain itsposition atth e h eartof

th e globalairtran sportn etw ork.
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