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	Our Reference: FOI/91945
	

	August 2015


Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

Dear Sir/Madam, Please provide me with the following information: 1. The number of offenders convicted of rape in each of the past ten calendar years (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013) and 2014 to date who had at least one previous conviction for rape. Please give the figures for each year separately. 2. The number of offenders convicted of rape in each of the past ten calendar years (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013) and 2014 to date who had two or more previous convictions for rape. Please give the figures for each year separately. 3. The number of offenders convicted of rape in each of the past ten calendar years (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013) and 2014 to date who had at least one previous conviction for a sexual assault (i.e a sexual offence, other than rape, that involved violence against the person). Please give the figures for each year separately. 4. The number of offenders convicted of rape in each of the past ten calendar years (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013) and 2014 to date who had at least one previous conviction for a sexual assault (i.e a sexual offence, other than rape, that involved violence against the person). Please give the figures for each year separately. 5. The number of offenders convicted of rape in each of the past ten calendar years (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013) and 2014 to date and the average length of sentence imposed in each year. Please give the figures for each year separately. 6. The average length of time spent in prison in each of the past ten calendar years (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013) and 2014 to date by offenders released from prison after serving a custodial sentence for rape For each of questions 1 to 5, if it is possible please provide the relevant figures for offenders whose most recent rape conviction was at a London court (giving figures for each year separately) as well as the national figures requested in these questions

Your request has been passed to me as I have responsibility for answering requests which relate to statistics on offenders in England and Wales and has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have requested and I am pleased to provide this to you in the tables in the accompanying Excel document.  

Sexual offences have a devastating impact on victims. That is why we have taken action to make sure sex offenders are properly punished.  As shown in table 5, since 2010, more offenders are going to prison for rape and other sexual offences and they are going to prison for longer.  
Those prosecuted or convicted for sexual offences are the highest for a decade – convictions have increased by ten per cent in last year alone. A mandatory life sentence has been introduced for a second very serious sexual or violent offence. In addition, average sentences given to sex offenders are at record levels and have increased by 4.5 months in the past year (to 63.0 months).  This means for the first time they are now sentenced on average to more than five years.  Any previous convictions, where they are recent and relevant, are regarded as a statutory aggravating factor which should increase the severity of the sentence.  Overall, persistent offenders are three times more likely to be sent to prison than first time offenders.
We have taken steps to end the automatic early release of serious offenders. In 2012 the government introduced a mandatory life sentence for anyone convicted for the second time of a serious sexual or violent offence, and also introduced extended determinate sentences under which dangerous offenders can be required to serve the whole of their custodial term in prison. We also legislated in the Criminal Justice and Courts Act 2015 to end the automatic early release of those convicted of raping a child under 13 and who are given a determinate sentence.
Table 1 shows the number of offenders convicted of rape with one or more previous conviction for rape in London courts and England and Wales, 2005 - 2014
Table 2 shows the number of offenders convicted of rape with two or more previous convictions for rape in London courts and England and Wales, 2005 - 2014
Table 3 shows the number of offenders convicted of rape with one or more previous convictions for sexual assault in London courts and England and Wales, 2005 - 2014
Table 4 shows the number of offenders convicted of rape with two or more previous convictions for sexual assault in London courts and England and Wales, 2005 - 2014
Table 5 shows the number of offenders convicted of rape and sentenced to custody and the average sentence length, in London courts and England and Wales, 2005 – 2014
Table 6 shows average time served in prison (including remand) by prisoners convicted of rape released from determinate sentences on completion of sentence or on licence - England and Wales, 2005 to 2014. The time served in prison is different to the average custodial sentence lengths (ACSL). It is based on sentences that may have been set many years ago and will not reflect sentence lengths set currently. 
The figures provided in Tables 1 -4 have been drawn from an extract of the Police National Computer (PNC) data held by the Department. 

The figures in Table 5 have been extracted from large administrative data systems generated by the courts and police forces (not the PNC). 

The figures in Table 6 have been extracted from the administrative case management system prison-NOMIS.
Please note that these figures include offenders who have been convicted on more than one occasion. In a number of instances the second or subsequent convictions may be for historic offences that took place prior to the original conviction.

As with any large scale recording system the administrative IT databases used to answer the questions above are subject to possible errors with data entry and processing so data provided may be subject to revision and should be used with caution. It is important to be clear that offenders may be convicted of a number of offences on different occasions whilst serving an initial prison sentence (e.g. an offender may be convicted of further previously undetected rape offences following DNA evidence, or offences committed in prison). 

You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents) and further guidance http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/freedom-of-information.htm. 

You have the right to appeal our decision if you think it is incorrect. Details can be found in the ‘How to Appeal’ section attached at the end of this letter.

Disclosure Log
​
You can also view information that the Ministry of Justice has disclosed in response to previous Freedom of Information requests. Responses are anonymised and published on our on-line disclosure log which can be found on the MoJ website:
http://www.justice.gov.uk/information-access-rights/foi-requests/latest-moj-disclosure-log
​
The published information is categorised by subject area and in alphabetical order.
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