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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE 
TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY FOURTH MEETING 

THURSDAY 21 MAY 2015 AT 10:00AM 
 

GC05.1 
1 HORSE GUARDS ROAD 

LONDON SW1A 2HQ 
 

MINUTE 
 
 
Present:   Lord Bew, Chairman 

Richard Thomas CBE 
Patricia Moberly 
Sheila Drew Smith OBE 
Dame Angela Watkinson MP 
Dame Margaret Beckett DBE MP 
Lord Alderdice 
Carolyn Fairbairn 
David Prince CBE 
 

 
Secretariat:    Ruth Thompson, Secretary 

Isobel Croot, Senior Policy Adviser 
Laurie Mousah, Policy Adviser 
James Anderson, Secretariat Coordinator 
Maggie O’Boyle, Press Officer 

 
Apologies:                                        

 
 

  
 

1. Registers 
The Committee reviewed and updated the register of interests, and the registers of external 
meetings, gifts and hospitality were approved. 
 

2. Minutes and matters arising 
The Committee reviewed and approved the minutes from the April Meeting. The Chair 
informed the Committee that the Political Quarterly article will be published in June. The 
Chair updated the Committee on his recent meeting with Sir David Normington regarding the 
review of the Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments, explaining that the terms 
of reference of the review have not yet been agreed.  

 
3. Local policing inquiry – Update 

The members thanked the subcommittee and Secretariat members for their work on the 
inquiry. The members were updated on a recent meeting with the IPCC. The Secretary 
confirmed that the final policing report would be launched on 29 June and circulated a new 
timeline document for the members. The Committee discussed the Home Secretary’s recent 
speech to the Police Federation. 
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4. Local policing inquiry – draft report 
The Secretariat presented the Committee with the most recent draft of the report and invited 
their comments. The Committee discussed the title, length, structure and recommendations 
of the report. The Secretariat agreed to circulate a revised draft before the next meeting. 
 

5. Annual Report 2015 outline 
The Secretariat presented the Committee with the most recent draft of the Annual Report 
outline and invited their comments. The Committee discussed the structure, language and 
content of the document. The Secretariat confirmed to the Committee that they would be 
able to publish the Annual Report, Annual Plan and Strategic Plan in one document. The 
Committee agreed on the overall structure of the Report outline. The Secretariat agreed to 
produce a full draft for the July meeting. 
 

6. CSPL Newsletter 
The Committee were invited to note the draft email newsletter explaining the recent work of 
the Committee to stakeholders. The Committee agreed for the newsletter to be circulated in 
June.  
 

7. Ethical Standards for Providers of Public Services 
The members were updated on the Chair and Sheila Drew Smith’s recent attendance at a 
lunch meeting with the Industry Forum, and the presentation that they gave relating to 
Ethical Standards for Providers of Public Services. The Committee were informed of a number 
of new contacts made and new avenues of inquiry for the follow up document to Ethical 
Standards for Providers of Public Services.  
 

8. Standards Check 
The Committee were updated on recent standards issues including a loophole allowing 
political donors to avoid tax on political party donations, a ruling that IPSA should publish all 
MPs expenses receipts, the removal of Mayor Lutfur Rahman from office, the first councillor 
to be convicted of a Localism Act pecuniary interest offence and a summary of relevant issues 
in the main parties’ election manifestos.  

 
9. AOB 

The Committee were notified of a recent FOI request relating to their correspondence with 
the police.  The Committee were reminded of an upcoming meeting with Jenny Watson, 
Chair of the Electoral Commission and that the Secretariat had recently circulated the final 
budget for the last financial year. 
 
Next meeting: The next Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 21 June at 10:00 am at 
1 Horse Guards Road.  


