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You asked for the following information:

I am referring to the civil court.

How many cases were adjourned in the Court of Appeal in the 2014/15 year ending 31 March, 2015?

In how many of those cases was the lack of judicial resources cited as a reason for adjourning the case?

How many cases were adjourned in 2012/13 and 2013/14 in the Court of Appeal? How many were due to a lack of judicial resources?

How many judges have left the Court of Appeal in each of the three years mentioned above? How many of these were for a) Retirement b) Another reason?

How many judges were based in the Court of Appeal as at 1 April 2015? How many were based in the Court of Appeal on 1 April 2014?

What guidance is given to court staff, if any, in helping them to decide which cases should be adjourned if there are insufficient judicial resources? Do any type of cases take precedence?
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act). I can confirm that HM Courts & Tribunals Service does hold some of the information you have requested and I am pleased to provide this to you.  For ease of reference I will answer the questions in the order you have raised them. 

How many cases were adjourned in the Court of Appeal in the 2014/15 year ending 31 March, 2015?

640 cases were adjourned during that time period in the Civil Division in the Court of Appeal. 

In how many of those cases was the lack of judicial resources cited as a reason for adjourning the case?


297 cases were adjourned due to lack of judicial resources.  This includes 30 minute permission applications as well as full appeals. 
How many cases were adjourned in 2012/13 and 2013/14 in the Court of Appeal? How many were due to a lack of judicial resources?

	Year
	Total

	2012/2013
	365

	2013/2014
	364


The Court did not collate data prior to 2014/15 on the numbers of cases adjourned due to the lack of judicial resources. Please be advised that the FOIA does not oblige a public authority to create information to answer a request if the requested information is not held. It does not place a duty upon public authorities to answer a question unless recorded information exists. The FOIA duty is to only provide the recorded information held by the public authority. 

How many judges have left the Court of Appeal in each of the three years mentioned above? How many of these were for a) Retirement b) Another reason?

	Year
	Total
	Reason for leaving

	2012/2013
	10
	retired

	2013/2014
	3
	retired

	2014/2015
	4
	retired


How many judges were based in the Court of Appeal as at 1 April 2015? How many were based in the Court of Appeal on 1 April 2014?

As of 1 April 2015 there were a total of 38 judges, which is the same as the previous year 1 April 2014. 

What guidance is given to court staff, if any, in helping them to decide which cases should be adjourned if there are insufficient judicial resources? Do any type of cases take precedence?
I can inform you that although there is no official policy, court staff were given guidance in early 2015 to avoid adjourning cases due to lack of judicial resources, where possible, in cases in which a stay had been granted by the Court of Appeal or which had been adjourned previously.  The Court has begun to list more conservatively in order to avoid cases having to be adjourned due to the lack of judicial resources. 
Please be aware that the data is taken from a live case management system and can change over time. It is management information and as such not subject to the same level of checks as official statistics. 
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