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You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

 “The information I request is in the financial years 2011/12, 2012/13 and 2013/14 the average length of the actual trials heard in those years. That is, only in relation to cases which ran before a jury (i.e. not appeals, pleas, reviews, etc) how long did the actual trial last from the moment the jury was sworn until the jury reached a verdict.”
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

Following further clarification, you confirmed you were content for the trial hearing time to include everything including preliminary activities such as legal arguments, I can confirm the department holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide it to you. 

The table 1 below contains information on all hearings recorded as trial hearing and the average time from the time recorded against the hearing. 

Table 1

Average trial hearing times in the Crown Court, England and Wales, 2011/12 - 2013/14
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year

Number of trial 

hearings

1,2

Average hearing time 

(hrs)

2011/12

23,777

14.8

2012/13

23,082

15.8

2013/14

22,007

16.0


Notes

1) Trial hearings ending in the period 

2) Trial hearings with multiple defendants will be counted multiple times

Source: Criminal Court Statistics, Justice Statistics Analytical Services (REF: 155-15). Data extracted on 25/03/2015
