
MINUTES OF THE 71st MEETING OF THE MIGRATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON 27 FEBRUARY 2015 

 
 

Chair:  Professor Sir David Metcalf CBE 
 

Attending: Dr Jennifer Smith  
Professor Jonathan Wadsworth 
Professor Jackline Wahba  
John Thompson (Home Office) 
MAC Secretariat 

 
     Apologies: Lesley Giles 
 
 
     Agenda item 1 - Welcome and introductions 

 
1. There were apologies from Lesley Giles. Jennifer Smith had to leave 

the meeting early and so the order of agenda items was changed to  
accommodate this. 

 
Agenda item 3 – Home Office policy update – oral item 
 
2. John Thompson gave the Home Office update. He spoke about the 

newly released immigration statistics. He also talked about prospective 
MAC commissions both before and after the election.   

 
3. Gary Cook and Ragnar Clifford from the Migration Policy team at the 

Home Office were introduced at the start of the meeting and invited to 
give a presentation on the Tier 1(Entrepreneurs) route. The 
presentation outlined the main features of the route and considered 
ways in which it could be said to offer economic benefit to the UK. It 
also looked at ways in which the route could be open to abuse. Gary 
and Ragnar left the meeting after giving their presentation. 

 
Agenda item 6 - Paper 71.2: Update on commission on Tier 1 
(Entrepreneur) 

 
4. The Committee then considered a paper which looked at a potential 

commission to the MAC to look at the Tier 1 (Entrepreneurs) route. The 
MAC had not formally been commissioned to look at this route but this 
paper considered what the necessary ground work would be required 
should such a commission be forthcoming.  

 
5. There then followed a discussion about some of the issues raised by 

the presentation on the Entrepreneurs route as well as those discussed 
in Paper 71.2. The Committee gave an indication of some of the sort of 
people it would like to talk to if it were asked to consider the 
Entrepreneurs route and also considered potential sources of data 
about this route 



Agenda item 2 – Minutes of the meetings held on 22 January 2015 
 
6. The MAC agreed the minutes for this meeting. 

 
Agenda item 3 (cont.) – MAC secretariat policy update – oral item 

 
7. Tim Harrison gave the update on behalf of the MAC secretariat. He 

said that the Committee’s report on a partial review of the shortage 
occupation list had been successfully published and well received with 
a good amount of press coverage. He also updated the Committee on 
progress in recruiting a new member of the MAC. 

 
8. Individual MAC members then updated the Committee about recent 

work they had undertaken that might be of interest to the Committee 
including advice they had offered to other countries through the 
auspices of the World Bank about how the MAC works.      
 

Agenda item 7 – Paper 71.3: Social cohesion econometric analysis 

9. Tim Harrison introduced the paper which looked at updating some of 
the MAC’s data analysis of social cohesion metrics. The Committee 
looked at some of the technical issues surrounding this analysis. The 
Committee suggested a number of changes in the approach to be 
worked through by the Secretariat. 

 
Agenda item 5 – Paper 71.1: Update on MAC research and analysis 

 
10. Ciaran Devlin introduced the paper which provided a brief update on 

current research and analysis being carried out within the MAC 
secretariat, and outlined some suggestions for future research and 
analysis. 

 
Agenda item 4 – Update on MAC governance issues 
 
11. Stephen Earl said that the Cabinet Office would issue guidance to 

government departments on the conduct of public officials during the 
period of the general election. This guidance also applied to public 
bodies such as the MAC. The guidance had not yet been issued but 
the secretariat would circulate it to the MAC once received. 

 
Agenda item 8 – Any other business 
 
12. There was no other business. 

 


