
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs      

Animal & Plant Health Agency 

Veterinary & Science Policy Advice Team - International Disease Monitoring  

Preliminary Outbreak Assessment 

 

Rabies in an imported dog in France 
 
22

nd
 May 2015  Ref: VITT/1200 Rabies, France 2015 

 

Disease Report  
 

The French authorities have reported a case of rabies in a 7 month old dog illegally 

imported from Algeria (European Commission, 2015). The pet dog, a bull terrier, had 

travelled to France by boat and road arriving in the Loire region on the 7th May. It fell 

ill and died on the 17th 

May while under the 

care of a veterinarian. 

The dog had shown 

aggressive behaviour 

and had bitten a 

person associated with 

the owner and a 

neighbour’s dog and 

had contact with three 

other human 

associates. All human 

contacts have been 

referred to a local 

rabies centre (Agence 

Régionale de Santé Rhône-Alpes, 2015). Disease control measures are in place, 

with a region placed around an urban area, within which certain animals (dogs, cats 

and ferrets) will be checked for identification and vaccination status and their 

movements restricted appropriately.  

 

 

Situation Assessment 
 

According to the disease report, the dog was originally from Hungary and had 

travelled in Algeria for an unknown period before arriving in France. It is presumed 

the dog had not been vaccinated while in Hungary, nor while travelling in Algeria. 

Algeria has multiple cases of rabies each year, with disease in dogs being 

predominant .  

 

 



Algeria is not on the list of third countries from which pet dogs, cats and ferrets may 

legally travel if prepared correctly with passport, microchip, rabies vaccination and a 

wait of 21 days to allow the vaccination to be effective (Commission Regulation 

576/2013/EU).  Instead, pets travelling from the unlisted countries must be prepared 

for travel by being vaccinated for rabies in accordance with the manufacturer’s 

instructions, have a confirmatory blood test and then undergo a three month wait 

before entering the EU.  

 

 

Conclusions 

Once again, we would like to emphasise that this is a case of an illegally imported 

pet. There is no increase in risk of introducing disease to the UK as a result of this 

case.  

Vaccination is a protective measure which, when administered correctly, provides 

immunological protection against an animal being infected by rabies. It cannot 

prevent rabies disease from developing if an animal is already infected and 

incubating disease. This case emphasises how important it is make sure pets are 

properly prepared for travel both when they leave or when they enter the EU. 
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