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The DECC Call for Evidence for the 2050 Pathways Analysis ran from 27 July to 5 October 2010. The text below shows the answers where responses were provided; not all respondents replied to all questions.


Organisation name: University of Oxford – Transport Studies Unit; Halcrow Group, Transport Research

Q1. Scope of model:
Q1.a. The potential may be more than suggested if more measures are considered, or if levels of application can be improved (including investment, but also wider issues such as success in project delivery). 
An important related point is in achieving the scenarios as depicted - backcasting approaches might be important here, where a programme of delivery, or 'roadmap', is developed back from the future scenario - showing what needs to be developed and when to achieve the scenario. Without this the scenario development process can remain a little abstract. Again attached papers describe these issues.

Q3. Input assumptions and methodologies:
Q3.e. Urban structure (form, location, layout) can be an important factor in travel demand - it sets the physical rationale for travel in the location of activities. But this needs to be considered alongside socio-demographic factors, social and cultural factors behind travel, trip cost, purpose etc. Previous work we have developed for CfIT describes the available evidence and provides guidlines for practitioners - available at www.plan4sustainabletravel.org
Also a working paper at: www.tsu.ox.ac.uk/pubs/wpapers.html
Hickman, R. and Banister, D. (2007) Transport and Reduced Energy Consumption: What role can urban planning play? TSU Working Paper Series, Ref. 1026. School of Geography and the Environment, Oxford.
And lots of work in the US, much less in the UK - some by Banister, Headicar, Stead etc. A research gap here for the UK.
Q5. Impact of pathways:
Q5.a. Multi-criteria assessment would be useful - for transport see WebTAG advice, and use of this in some of our Oxfordshire work 
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