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1 Executive Summary
1.1 Introduction and background

Smart DCC Lid (DCC) was granted the Smart Meter Communication Licence and
acceded to the Smart Energy Code (SEC) on 237 September 2013,

DCC provides the shared communications infrastructure allowing energy suppliers.
network operators and other authorised users to operate Smart Meters, The Smart
Meter communication service will enable consumers to manage their energy usage
with near to real-time information of their energy consumpbicn. Consumers will
benefit from energy savings and reduced emissions as a result of more accurate
infarmation, bringing an end to eshimated billing.

1.2  DCC's response

This document sets out DCC's fesponse lo the consultation on proposed new SEC
Content’ that arises as result of previous SEC consultations (SEC4 and SEC4A) and
DCC's consultation on its plan under Condition 13 of the Licence?®,

The consultation sought views on the following areas:

* Notifying new commencement dates for SEC testing phases

= Informal Testing

* DCC Key Infrastructure Policy Management Authority (DCCKI PMA)
* Changes to when Communications Hubs can ba ordered

]

Minor consequential changes to the gas and eleckicity supply licence
conditions.

DCC welcomes the opportunity to respond to these proposals. We broadly agree with
the proposals set out in the consultation, subject to specific areas for further
censideration which we set out in the main bedy of this response.

DCC looks forward to continuing to werk with DECC and stakeholders lo build a
fit for purpose regulatary framework within which the benefits of Smart Metering
can be realised.

If you have anv ouestions regarding any part of this response please address
them t DCC plans to
publish this response on s wewsa..

! hitlps.fiwwwr gov. Lkigovemment/consultabons/new-smart-energy-code-contert january-2015
? httpcfwwen. sSmartdcs. oo ukimediar 410814111 7_des_plan_and_im_consultation. paf

Page 3 of &
23" February 2015
DCC Public



Smart Metering Implementation Programme G Data

Consultation an new SEC content Eﬁmmunicaiinns
DCC respanse ompany

2 Notifying new commencement dates of SEC
testing phases

Notifying new commencement dates of SEC testi ng phases ]
Q1 D8 ou'agree with out proposal and legal drafiing i nfrodics ino the SEC

|

. amechanism for the Secretary of State to request from the DCC anew.

-.,.ﬂiﬁ?mm_ﬁnﬁl.!mﬂﬁﬂjé_;l_a_tﬂ_ifﬂ!-ﬁt‘lji;lﬁ'EEE'E'F‘?EET'Tﬁﬂ,ﬂﬂ?&ﬂpﬁﬁﬁm!.[dé?ﬁ

 -rationale for, your rasponse. 7 T T s R ae e
Al

s

DCC agrees with the proposal and legal drafting of the provisions for
the Secretary of State to direct DCC to revise new dates for the
commencement of System Integration Testing (SIT), Interface Testing
{IT), End-to-End Testing (E2E) and SMKI| Repository Testing (SRT).
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3 Informal Testing

Informal Testing

‘a2 Do you agree with the proposed protisiors for informal testing in the SEC? |
- [Please provide a rationale foryour views.

' a) Whether you agree with the strength of the cbligation on DCC to offer
) Whether you agree that DCC can determiine the detailed rles to apply
iR ’;‘DHEEEIHI]H service - “,h R AT ,‘-»-L

A2
bDcc broadly agreas with the strength of the obligation on DCC to offer an
informal testing service as stated in Annex C 4(a). The applicable
obligations ensure any informal testing services provided under H14.31 {a)
and H14.31(b) will be conducted in accordance with good industry practice
this agreement is subject to following observations:

a) The requirement within Annex C 4(d) should be altered to reference
the Guide for Testing Participants rather than the Enduring Testing
Approach Document. DCC has been working with the industry to
define the Pre-User Integration Testing (Pre-UIT) solution
requirements and to set out the contents of the Guide for Testing
Participants for Pre-UIT, including supplemental obligations. We
have also discussed this approach with DECC and are proceeding
on this basis for the following main reasons:

I The requirements for informal testing are likely to differ from
those applicable for formal testing and are likely to be
transitional rather than enduring;

ii. The requirements to consult upon, and the approval process
for, the Enduring Testing Approach Document are likely to
delay the final publication of this document, such that it will
only be available to Testing Participants shorily before we
plan to make available the informal testing services. As such
the value of the document would be reduced and the
availability and / or usage of the informal testing services
could be compromised; and

ili. Including the requirements within the Guide for Testing
Participants provides a more agile approach to daveloping
the documentation and related service. Wae beliave this
provides the necessary rigour and regulatory safeguards to
ansure that the Integrity and security of testing activities,
DCC test systems and Testing Participants are protected.
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b) The requirement within H14.31(b) to test the interoperability of User
Systems via the Self-Service Interface should nat apply to the
informal testing activities this is because the Self-Service Interface
will not be available at the point at which Pre-UIT cemmences, the
Self Service Interface cannot be deliverad economically without any
time and cost implications far tha purpose of Pre-UIT .

c) DCC agrees with the approach for DCC to determine the detailed
rules to apply to the use of services stated in H14.31 (a) and
H14.31(b) as set out in Annex C 4(a),4(b) and 4(c) of the
consultation draft. Providing DCC with the flexibility to determine the
detailed requirements for informal testing will ensure that any issues
or risks that may arise as a result of informal testing are captured
through additional or amended requirements for a more robust and
secure informal testing process. For the avoidanca of doubt DCC
considers the provisions of informal testing to be a value added
service therefore Test Participants would need to meet their own
obligations aside from the provisions provided during informal
testing.

‘3 |Doyou agres withthe proposed s

- 'setout inthe letter of direction?.

7 e
e e e sl RS B Sl i s
' Please provide a rationale for yourviews .o
A3 DCC agrees with the proposed SEC amendments for informal testing as set
out in Annex C 4{a) of the letter of direction stating that "DCC is obliged to take
reasonable steps” to provide services as stated In H14.31(a) - testing the
interoperability of User Systems to align with GFl and H14.31(b) - testing the
interoperability of User Systems to align with Pre-UIT testing. The explicit
obligation outlines the testing activities to provide confidence and reduce any
uncertainties Testing Participants may have otherwise had prior to the
commencement of informal testing. Although DCC aim to provide an informal
testing service such provisions should not compremise the delivery of other
critical testing activities such as SIT, IT and E2E to avoid further impact to
timescales, resources and costs of the Smart Metering Implementation

pregramme.
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DCC Key Infrastructure Policy Management

Authority (DCCKI PMA)

DCC Key Infrastructure Policy Management Authority (DCCKI PMA)

Qs

ﬁs'a-'.-.
| to.comply with the SEC Obje
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DCC broadly agrees with the propesals and legal dral‘lmg in relatmn to tha
DCCKI PMA functions subject to the following observation.

L13.56 refers to the DCCK] PMA function to notify and provide any
recommendations or any modification to the DCC In regards to the DCCK|
Document Set. However the DCCKI Document Set includes the DCCKI
Certification Practice Statement (DCCKI CPS document) the DCCKI GPS
document is not a SEC Subsidiary document and should therefore not be
subject to modifications by the Secretary of State as stated in L13.56. DCC
suggest that any recommendations or modifications provided to the DCC in
regards to the DCCKI CPS document is subject to the approval of the DCCKI
PMA. The legal drafting should therefore be amended to reflect this,

Do you agree that; for the purposes of transition, any proposed ™ i
‘modification to the SEC | pmmﬂ%m mﬂ in th., ,nwmﬁ mm,num

-

,[Banu‘ﬂ:,r} nhnufdbﬂugilm!ﬂ‘tum_,_ o
e e ke i&-:;.ﬁ'i'ﬁ;‘k-{ :

F et ".-"-""\Fi FAERT

DCC broadly agrees with the proposal and legal dml’hrbg for modifications of
the SEC proposed by DCC in the Interest of continuing to comply with the SEC
Objectives and our obligations under Section G (Security) to be directed to the
Secretary of State subject to the following observation.

DCCKI CPS Document

Section L13.56 proposes where an individual carrying out DCCKI PMA
function nofifies DCC of any recommendation for the modifications of the
DCCKI Document Set, DCC may submit a Modification Proposals. However,
the DCCKI Documeant set includes tha DCCK| CPS document which is not a
SEC Subsidiary document and should therefore not be subject to modification
by the Secretary of State. DCC therefore suggest that reference to the DCCKI
Document Set in L13.56 is amended to reflect only the DCCKI SEC
Documents and recommendation for modifications to the DCCKI CPS
document is modified by the DCC should this be required. In addition, sections
¥3.5 (b) which currently proposes the DCC to notify the Secretary of State of
Modification Proposals under L13.56, should be amended to reflect the DCCKI
SEC Documents which excludes the DCCKI CPS document.
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Changes to when Communication Hubs can be ordered
LE T bﬂ“h-ﬂgmm&m — l:d ' .ﬂ"-;'"HH"”' T e B
Qe -2 ¥ou Agree that the period for the submission of the first forecasts’

. ‘communications hubs qm“ﬁ-*r:f'SEE'PHﬂF'“Tﬁu*ﬂibﬂ?ﬂfﬁﬁfpﬂ Witk thoss
- | for subsequent forecasts, such that the initial forecast is submitted durin
:'the month ending 10 months in advance of the relevant delivery month? -

Communications
Company

Changes to when Communication Hubs can be
ordered
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forecast is submitted during .

s

DCC agrees that the initial forecast for submitting Communication Hub Orders
by SEC Parties should be submitted by the 5" warking day before the end of
the month ending 10 menths in advance of the relevant delivery month. This
aligns with the terms of the CSP contract which require the CSP to fulfil
Communications Hub Orders that were forecast 9 months in advance of the
initial dedivery month, allowing DCC 5 working days fo process and consalidate
forecasts.

Communi g Hub Fau 0sis

Currently the CSP contracts allow for thirty (30) days after DCC recaive the
Fault Analysis Report from the CSP to notify the CSP whether DCC accepts
the opinion of the CSP regarding the cause of the Fault.

However, F8.13 states that “Unless a Party notifies the DCC of the Party's
objection of the DCC analysis within thirty five (35) days after receipt of a
report in accordance with Section F9.11 the analysis set out in the report shall
be deemed to be comect”. This currently does not align with the CSP contract
nor does it provide DCC with sufficient time to provide a report from the CSP
te a Party and to collate a report to the CSP to inform the CSP as to whether
the DCC accepts the opinions regarding the cause of the Fault. Therefore
DCC suggest the legal draft Is amended to read “Unless the Party notifies the
DCC of the Party's objection to the DCC's analysis within 20 days after receipt
of & report in accordance with Section F9.11, the analysis set out in the report
shall be deemed to be correct”. This would ensure that DCC has a sufficlent
lead time of 5 days to provide a Fault Analysis Report from the CSP to a Party
and where a Party objects to the Fault Analysis Report within 20 days, DCC
has an additional lead time of 5 days to report back to the CSF to accept or
reject the Fault Analysis Report within the 30 days after receipt of a Fault
Analysis Report as stated in the CSP conlract.
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6 Minor consequential change to electricity and
gas supply licences

Do yoli agree with tha nunuquﬂnﬁa],nnaqge{ 'Iire, re p S
5&|Eﬂl{[ﬁlt'.‘f and gas supply. licence conditions on informal ul’f A ng~tq i T-.
. ‘requirements by Ofgem for monitoring and nﬁalﬁ‘h‘ﬁu[ﬁ? T e
A7 DCC has no comment on this question,
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