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Cear Sir / Madam,

British Gas response to DECC's consubtalion on “New Smart Energy Content — January
2015" (URN 15D/014)

Thank yeu for the opportunily to respand to this cansultation en new Smart Enorgy Code (SEC)

content,

We are in brood agreement with the principles of the propesals set cut in this consultation but
have highlighted @ small number of concerns in our responses to the consultalion questions
which we would be happy to discuss with yeu further.

Most notably, we believe further clarity is required over the governonce of Infermal testing
and the intended vie of the Enduring Test Approach Document [ETAD). The DCC are not
required to produce the ETAD untll after the informal testing phase has commenced and these
preposals do net create any formal governance to resolve this.  Whilst we accept that
infermal testing may not warrant the same gavernonce rigour as the other testing phases, test
participants will need to understand, well In advance, any requirements that might be placed
upaon them for infarmal testing.

We believe this matter, ane o faw other minor issues, require further consideration and would
walcome o discussion with DECC abeut this,



Ovr detciled responses to DECC's questions are aftached in the Appendix. Please do not

hesifate to if you require any
further detail on cur response.

Yours sincerely

by email)



—

APPEMDIY

BG Consultation Question Respenses te Mew Smart Energy Code Content — Jonuary 2015

Gluestion 1. Do you agres with aur proposal and legal drafting to introduce info the SEC
@ mechanism For the Secretary of State to request from the DCC o new commencement
date for SIT, IT, E2E or SRT Testing? Please provide a ratienale for your response?

1.1

1.2

1.3

Yes, we support the prepasal to Intraduce legal text thot will allaw for the Secretary
of State (So5) to request the DCC to issue a revised commencament date for any of the

testing phases.

Whilst we believe the proposed legal text delivers the intent of this proposal we dao
nat believe it mokes it very clear, The propesed text, for eoch testing phase, follows
on from the existing SEC provision that allows the 5a5 to sharten a nafice period, This
therefore appears 1o link the two provisions which we do not believe Is the intent of this

propasal,

We would therefore suggest that the legal text s amended, ond possibly separated
from the exlsting 505 provision, to make it clear that the Sa5 con direct the DCC to

lssue @ new start date under circumstances such as the DCC re-plan.

Question 2. Da you agree with the preposed provisions for informal testing in the SEC?
Please provide a rationale for your views.

2.

2.2,

a] Whether you agree with the strength of the obligation on DCC o offer the
service,

B} Whether you ogree thal DCC can determine the detailed rules to apply 1o use of
the service.

We are sofisfied that an all reasenable steps obligation should be sufficient for the
provision of Informal testing services from the DCC, However, we do not believe that
the DCC is as reliant on third party manufecturers for the provision of informal testing
as suggested in the consultation document. The GECS interfoce testing faocility will
simply be o tool that can be developed 1o send ond receive GBECS commands without
pretotype mebers. Communication Hubs may well be invalved in Informal testing but,
wio the C5Ps, those monufacturers are DCC service providers and therefore should

not be an iswue,

It is uncdlear from the propesals whether informal testing will exist in the enduring

phase. Our understanding I3 that informal testing will be required ond offered in the
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enduring phase ond therefore enduring govemance provisions will be required.
Whilst these transitional preposals amend the enduring requirements within Section H
this will only be passible during the transitional phase. We would therefore suggest
that, maybe ot a later date, enduring provision and ohligations for infermal testing

will need to be produced.

2,3.  We are concerned that the Enduring Test Approach Document (ETAD) will be used for
Informal Testing provisiens, It is acknowledged in the consultation document that the
ETAD will not be produced and approved in fime to be used for Infermal testing. A
“first version” of ETAD has been referred to in the consultation document but there is
no associated cbligation on the DCC to produce this in o suitable timescale or any

proposed governance arrangements for 1o,

24.  We would hope that the DCC would preduce any detailed rules for informal testing
in consultation with users at on appropriote forum e, TDEG). We do not believe it
is In the DCC's interest to ploce onerous or unochievable reguirements on to users for
informal testing. However, with uncertainties on the fiming and governance of ETAD it
would seem more semsible for the DCC to produce o separate test opproach
document specifically for infarmal testing and seek cgreement on its content via
TDEG members. Any enduring elements of the Infermal testing regime that will
remain and be required In the ETAD could be developed In parallel.

Question 3. Do you agree with the proposed 5EC amendments for informal testing aos
set out in the lotter of direction? Please previde a rationale for your views?

3.1. We are broodly supparfive of the text within the direction. Hawever, please see our

comments in our response to gquestion 2 in relation to the use of ETAD for informal

testing.

Question 4. Do yow agree with oul propesals and legal lext in relation to the DCCKI
FiA Funclion? Please provide o rationale for your response?

4.1 Yes, we agree with the proposals ond legal text in relation to the DCCK] PMA

Funetion.
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Cuestion 5, Do you agree thal, For the purposes of fronsition, ony proposed
modification to the SEC proposed by the DCC in the inlerest of centinuing to comply with
the SEC Objeclives and its obligations under Seciion G {Securily) should be directed to the
Secretary of State? Please provide o ratienale for your res ponse?

.00 Yes, we agree with the proposal that any such modification should be directed ta the
505. We would also suggest that the DCCKI PMA shauld be required to notify the

PMA, for informetion purpeses enly, of any such propesed modification,

Question 6. Do you agree thal the period for the submission of the first Forecasts of
cemmunicalions hubs orders by 5EC Parties should be aligned with those for subsequent
forecasts, such that the initial ferecast is submitied during the month ending 10 manths in
advance of the relevant delivery month?

6.1.  Yes, we ogree that the first foracasts of communications hubs arders should be
alignad with those for swbsequent ferecast and therefore be submiitted 10 manths in

advance of the relevant delivery manth,

Gluwestion 7, Do yeu ogree with the consequential changes we are propesing to
electricity and gas supply licence conditions an infarmation requiremants by Ofgem For
maonitering and evaluation?

EA R Yes, wo agree thot the propesed changes te both the gas and electricity supply

licences are appropriate,

END



