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Speech by H.E. Mrs. Marianne Young, British High Commissioner to Namibia
on the occasion of the closing of the workshop conducted by College of Policing, Bramshill Gender Based Violence and Community Policing Course
13. February 2015, 12h00, Patrick Iyambo Police College
Check upon Delivery!
Deputy Inspector General of the Namibian Police Force, Major-General Desiderius Shilunga,

Senior officers from NAMPOL and the Windhoek City Police, 
Commandant of the Patrick Iyambo Police College, Jona Nairlenge,
Senior officers of the Patrick Iyambo Police College

Senior officials, 

Trainers Sally Crown and Neville Blackwood from College of Policing, Bramshill

Senior police officers, especially from the Training Directorate and the Community Policing Unit 

Representatives from neighbourhood watch groups, 

The Media,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am delighted to be with you all today to witness another achievement in our exciting UK Namibian police collaboration journey.  

I am extremely proud of the strong links that have been built up between British police specialists from our elite College of Policing in Bramshill and NAMPOL – and the strong leadership provided from the very highest levels of the Namibian police service to embrace community policing practices with British support.

Since its introduction to the London Metropolitan Police in 1829, Community Policing has become an important central philosophy of modern policing. 
Community Policy provides an invaluable partnership between the police and communities. It enables the police to participate directly with and in response to the needs of communities, and allows communities to also participate in their own policing and provide support to the police. 
The British High Commission was therefore delighted to be able to support NAMPOL’s pilot Community Policing project in Windhoek in 2011, which proved extremely successful. By 2013, crime figures in the area of operation had dropped by 30% since the introduction of community policing practices. This is a huge success. In fact, it was such a success, that we have gone further down this exciting road together to support the roll out of the Community Policing project nationwide last year.
None of this would have been possible without the vision and strong leadership of NAMPOL’s Inspector General, Lieutenant General Ndeitunga, whose energetic championing in this area was recognised by his winning the UK Police Agency’s International Leadership Award in 2012.  
British support in this key area also touches upon another of our key UK human rights priorities: promoting women’s rights. Throughout 2014, British Prime Minister David Cameron has called for special action towards ending violence and discrimination against women and girls at the same time as your own President Hifikepunye Pohamba launched his own strong mission to curb high local levels of gender based violence.
The  British High Commission and Nampol have therefore  responded to the calls made by our two governments by combining the fight against Gender Based Violence and the drive to integrate Community Policing and Neighbourhood watches on the grassroots level in all corners of Namibia.
With the course you have finished today, we have supported the Namibian Police Force with its introduction of community policing techniques nationwide with the provision of specialist gender based violence response training. 

Specialist British police trainers from the UK’s International Policing Academy in Bramshill have travelled all the way from the UK and arrived in the country last week to deliver this course over the last 5 days.

26 Nampol officers and neighbourhood watch members were trained by British experts to handle cases of gender based violence at a community level by effectively preventing, detecting and prosecuting offenders.

The objective of the course was for you as police officers and first responders to be trained in how to recognise the signs of gender based violence and how to efficiently and sympathetically handle such allegations, and effectively collect and secure evidence to help lead to successful prosecutions.
I am very happy to see that the course covered a wide range of topics, among them special training on:
· the nature of Gender-Based Violence and its impact on the victim, family and wider community

· Why Gender-Based Violence is a police responsibility

· How to address the needs of victims, including where to go for support and advice

How to respond effectively to allegations of abuse And the importance of working in partnership with other law enforcement agencies, including  courts and prisons – as well as  social care and health It sounds like a really valuable and interesting programme - and I would like to thank all the participants and the trainers for their commitment to the topic and the training opportunity provided. 
Thank you.
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