
A1 Newcastle-Gateshead 

Western Bypass

Study

© Crown copyright and database rights 2015 

Ordnance Survey 100030649.

You may re-use this information (not including logos or third-party 

material) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the 

Open Government Licence v3.0. To view this licence visit http://www.

nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3 

or write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, 

London TW9 4DU, or e-mail: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This document is also available on our website at www.highways.gov.uk

If you have any enquiries about this publication, please email ha_info@

highways.gsi.gov.uk or call 0300 123 5000*

Please quote the Highways Agency Publications Code PR90/14

Highways Agency Dorking Creative S140636

* Calls to 03 numbers cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 

number and must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way 

as 01 and 02 calls.  

These rules apply to calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, 

other fixed line or payphone. Calls may be recorded or monitored.

Printed on paper from well-managed forests and other controlled sources.

For further information:

This is one of a series of six feasibility studies 

carried out across England during 2014. 

The government has been working with local 

partners to identify solutions to some of the most 

notorious and longstanding road hotspots in the 

country.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/

road-investment-strategy#feasibility-studies
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Why we need to take action

The A1 Newcastle-Gateshead Western Bypass 

is important to the economy of the North East 

and for both local and national journeys. The 

route has some of the most congested highway 

links in the region and is recognised as a brake 

on local development. 

The Allerdene Bridge, which carries the A1 over 

the East Coast Main Line, was constructed nearly 

40 years ago and requires regular maintenance to 

keep it operational.

These factors mean that there is:

•	congestion and delay for road users

•	an above average number of accidents

•	poor air quality

•	off-peak lane closures to maintain the 

Allerdene Bridge

What we plan to do

As part of the 2012 Newcastle City Deal and 

the 2013 Spending Review, we agreed to widen 

the A1 between Coal House and Metrocentre to 

three lanes and this work has already started. We 

want to support the economy of the local area 

and reduce congestion, delays and accidents. 

Between now and 2030 over 20,000 new jobs 

are planned in Newcastle and Gateshead. We 

also want to tackle the on-going maintenance 

requirement of the Allerdene Bridge, making the 

route more reliable for the future. To meet current 

demand and to address the forecast impact of 

traffic growth due to development sites adjacent 

to the route, we intend to bring forward further 

improvements: 

•	widening of the road between junctions 

65 (Birtley) and 67 (Coal House) south of 

Gateshead to three lanes. This includes the 

replacement of the Allerdene Bridge

•	narrow lane widening between junctions 74 

(Scotswood) and 79 (North Brunton) to allow 

three lanes of traffic through the junctions, with 

four lanes between some junctions

•	improvements along adjoining routes for 

pedestrians and cyclists to provide better 

connections between communities

These measures, together with the current Coal 

House to Metrocentre improvement, will mean 

that nearly all of the A1 Western Bypass will be 

three lanes, providing Expressway standards 

from the south to the north of Newcastle. 


