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	Our Reference: FOI 92280
	

	January 2015


Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

As part of a response to a Parliamentary Written Answer [Ref: 139131 : 6 Feb 2013 ; Column311W] you provide in Table 1 a breakdown of offences committed by people on bail. Could you provide me with similar figures for the whole of 2012 and if possible the whole of 2013? If all of 2013 is not yet available please supply me with just 2012 data.
Please note that this is a revision to an earlier refused request Ref: FOI/91727, which was itself a revision of an earlier refused request ref: FOI/90920.
Your request has been passed to me as I have responsibility for answering requests which relate to statistics on offenders in England and Wales and has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have requested and I am pleased to provide this to you in the tables below. 

The overwhelming majority of people bailed do not reoffend, decisions on whether a defendant is granted bail are a matter for the independent judges, who make their decisions on the facts of each individual case.

We have also changed the law, so prosecutors can challenge decisions where a potentially dangerous prisoner could be bailed.

Courts have to make an assessment of the risks involved on releasing a defendant on bail to the public or the administration of justice, and it is the courts that are best placed to weigh up all the relevant factors and, if satisfied that conditional bail should be granted, to decide which conditions it would be appropriate to impose.

Please note the recording of information on whether or not the offence was committed while the offender was on bail is known to be incomplete so these figures should be treated with caution and may not be comparable over time. This is because the police have available to them a number of ways of recording the bail status of an offender of which the 'offence committed on bail' field on the Police National Computer (PNC) is one. For operational purposes forces make differing use of these various sources and as a result figures derived purely from the PNC do not provide a complete picture of these offences, and therefore changes over time. These data may not represent real changes in offending whilst on bail. 
Tables 1 and 2 show the number of offences committed by those remanded on bail in each month in 2012 and 2013 respectively.
	Table 1: Number of offences committed by those remanded on bail1 in each month in 2012, England and Wales

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Number of offences committed, 2012

	Class 
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Breach offences
	958
	915
	970
	814
	963
	750
	942
	795
	780
	910
	842
	657

	Burglary
	574
	524
	553
	513
	576
	488
	572
	510
	519
	586
	578
	409

	Criminal damage
	131
	120
	136
	100
	124
	100
	116
	113
	132
	117
	105
	76

	Drug offences
	1,086
	1,027
	1,068
	932
	979
	898
	1,061
	1,118
	1,033
	1,061
	992
	759

	Fraud and forgery
	229
	262
	265
	269
	231
	238
	233
	256
	222
	257
	267
	150

	Indictable motoring offences
	43
	36
	39
	50
	31
	40
	36
	32
	32
	35
	54
	40

	Other indictable offences
	1,003
	989
	1,008
	933
	904
	871
	896
	916
	803
	981
	919
	656

	Robbery
	217
	192
	205
	151
	184
	163
	189
	142
	144
	191
	194
	148

	Sexual offences
	72
	60
	51
	48
	43
	42
	36
	52
	51
	59
	54
	44

	Summary motoring offences
	822
	736
	711
	620
	718
	697
	751
	767
	621
	770
	745
	593

	Summary offences excluding motoring
	3,201
	2,829
	2,959
	2,610
	2,968
	2,591
	3,097
	3,052
	2,751
	2,869
	2,717
	2,055

	Theft and handling stolen goods
	3,079
	3,072
	3,168
	2,750
	2,982
	2,685
	3,064
	3,208
	2,744
	3,084
	3,132
	2,305

	Violence against the person
	786
	705
	756
	656
	762
	629
	763
	755
	664
	667
	679
	599

	Total2
	12,202
	11,467
	11,889
	10,450
	11,466
	10,192
	11,756
	11,716
	10,498
	11,587
	11,284
	8,492

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Source: Ministry of Justice 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Table 2: Number of offences committed by those remanded on bail1 in each month in 2013, England and Wales

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Number of offences committed, 2013

	Class 
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Breach offences
	791
	652
	706
	693
	716
	628
	689
	672
	657
	763
	674
	557

	Burglary
	463
	430
	477
	451
	441
	369
	413
	365
	378
	466
	327
	264

	Criminal damage
	110
	84
	75
	96
	72
	73
	51
	77
	53
	59
	59
	29

	Drug offences
	1,038
	863
	824
	879
	833
	728
	742
	665
	678
	762
	625
	546

	Fraud and forgery
	222
	259
	265
	194
	235
	181
	177
	151
	221
	212
	203
	108

	Indictable motoring offences
	38
	36
	44
	40
	39
	28
	25
	27
	24
	38
	20
	23

	Other indictable offences
	790
	735
	648
	695
	715
	660
	719
	663
	639
	713
	654
	522

	Robbery
	115
	163
	132
	152
	113
	106
	142
	107
	111
	104
	125
	97

	Sexual offences
	67
	43
	65
	50
	27
	46
	38
	52
	35
	36
	31
	45

	Summary motoring offences
	625
	589
	570
	551
	559
	453
	506
	389
	369
	478
	386
	323

	Summary offences excluding motoring
	2,757
	2,173
	2,042
	2,107
	2,001
	1,824
	2,129
	1,925
	1,834
	2,065
	1,750
	1,486

	Theft and handling stolen goods
	2,955
	2,571
	2,451
	2,487
	2,281
	2,059
	2,208
	2,098
	2,093
	2,288
	2,091
	1,781

	Violence against the person
	644
	544
	504
	536
	533
	470
	570
	498
	528
	545
	510
	395

	Total2
	10,618
	9,144
	8,805
	8,934
	8,568
	7,627
	8,417
	7,692
	7,621
	8,534
	7,463
	6,180

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Source: Ministry of Justice 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1 The bail included in this table includes all people remanded on bail, including police bail (prior to first court appearance), and court bail (both magistrates and crown court). For further information regarding bail please see the Court Proceedings section of Criminal Justice Statistics publication: http://www.justice.gov.uk/statistics/criminal-justice/criminal-justice-statistics

	2 Includes a small number of crimes which fall outside of any of the other categories

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data Sources and Quality
These figures have been drawn from administrative IT systems which, as with any large scale recording system, are subject to possible errors with data entry and processing.   


The figures provided have been drawn from an extract of the Police National Computer (PNC) data held by the Department. The PNC holds details of all convictions and cautions given for recordable offences and include a number of offences where it is not possible for offenders to be given a custodial sentence. As with any large scale recording system the PNC is subject to possible errors with data entry and processing so data provided may be subject to revision.

You can also find more information by reading the full text of the Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents) and further guidance http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/freedom-of-information.htm. 
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