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RA 3276 – Truck Runway Control

Rationale At some Aerodromes, Truck Runway Controls (TRC) are required to assist in the safe 
operation of ►Aircraft◄ in the vicinity of the Runway. ►If a TRC is unavailable, at 
those Aerodromes that require or routinely use them, there is an increased Risk to Life 
(RtL) for Aerodrome operations. The installation, equipment provision and associated 
operating procedures of a TRC must be implemented to ensure the safe operation of a 
TRC at those Aerodromes that require one.◄

Contents 3276(1): Establishment of a Truck Runway Control 

3276(2): Truck Runway Control Requirements 

3276(3): Responsibilities of the Truck Runway Control Controller

Regulation 

3276(1)

Establishment of a Truck Runway Control 

3276(1) Aviation Duty Holders (ADH) shall determine the requirement 
to establish TRCs at their Aerodromes.

Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

3276(1)

Establishment of a Truck Runway Control 

1. ►The◄ ADH should utilize extant Safety Management processes to determine 
the requirement for a TRC in accordance with (iaw) RA 12001.

Guidance 
Material 

3276(1)

Establishment of a Truck Runway Control 

2. Nil.

Regulation 

3276(2)

Truck Runway Control Requirements 

3276(2) The TRC shall be operated and equipped to meet minimum 
specifications and operating requirements.

Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

3276(2)

Truck Runway Control Requirements 

3. A TRC Controller should be located in the TRC whenever known ►Aircraft◄ 
movements are taking place, except: 

a. At the discretion of the Aerodrome Controller (ADC) when instrument 
approaches are taking place in visibility of less than 800 m. 

b. At the discretion of the ADC, the TRC need not be manned provided that 
a TRC controller is immediately available at Air Traffic Control (ATC) and able to 
return to the TRC when required, when the time interval between known 
►Aircraft◄ movements permits. 

c. At Military Emergency Diversion Aerodromes (MEDA), where ATC is 
manned solely to meet MEDA commitments. 

d. When detailed by the Aerodrome Operator (AO) and promulgated in 
Local / Unit Orders iaw RA 10262.

4. When ATC is not manned, the TRC should be removed from its operating 
position. 

5. Position.  The TRC should be positioned as follows:

1 Refer to RA 1200 – Air Safety Management. 
2 Refer to RA 1026 – Aerodrome Operator and Aerodrome Supervisor (Recreational Flying) Roles and Responsibilities ►◄.
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Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

3276(2)

a. On Runway Aerodromes.  To the left or right of the Runway, ►a 
minimum of◄ 45 m (150 ft) from the Runway edge and 70 m (225 ft) from the 
threshold. 

b. On Non-Runway Aerodromes.  At the down-wind side of the 
Aerodrome, and so positioned that 2 or more ►Aircraft◄ may land 
simultaneously to the right of the truck with sufficient space available to the left 
of the truck to enable ►Aircraft◄ to take off (left / right as seen by a pilot in the 
approach). 

6. Equipment.  The TRC should, as a minimum, be equipped with: 

a. Mains electric power lead. 

b. Lighting: 

(1) Normal internal electric lighting. 

(2) Red and green signal lamps (with spare bulbs). 

(3) Red obstruction light at the highest point of the TRC. 

(4) Flashing amber light on roof (iaw RA 32673). 

c. Telecommunications: 

(1) Radiotelephony (RT) monitoring and transmission capability. 

(2) Telephone. 

(3) Communications to / from the control tower. 

d. Miscellaneous Equipment: 

(1) TRC wind-sock. 

(2) Binoculars. 

(3) Clock (synchronized with clock in control tower). 

(4) Plan of Aerodrome, with crash map. 

(5) Log-books (maintained iaw RA 32044). 

(6) Two pyrotechnic pistols and cartridges as required. 

(7) Steel pyrotechnic box. 

(8) Fire extinguisher. 

(9) Torch.

Guidance 
Material 

3276(2)

Truck Runway Control Requirements 

7. Nil.

Regulation 

3276(3)

Responsibilities of the Truck Runway Control Controller 

3276(3) A TRC Controller shall be responsible for assisting in the safe 
operation of ►Aircraft◄ in the vicinity of and on the 
Aerodrome.

Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

3276(3)

Responsibilities of the Truck Runway Control Controller 

8. In addition to situations where the TRC Controller feels that there is RtL, in the 
air or on the ground, they should support the ADC through the following: 

a. Refusals of Permission to Land. 

b. Refusal of Permission to Move from the Holding Position.

3 Refer to RA 3267 – Aerodrome Vehicle Marking and Lighting Requirements. 
4 Refer to RA 3204 – Air Traffic Management Records.
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Acceptable 
Means of 
Compliance 

3276(3)

c. Refusal of Permission to Take Off. 

d. Vehicular Traffic.  The TRC Controller should: 

(1) Liaise, when required, with the controller of any other vehicular 
traffic within their field of vision.

(2) Liaise when required with any working party ‘lookout’ within their 
field of vision, where work is in progress within the area of the Runway in 
use or its approach. 

e. Reporting.  The TRC Controller should report to the ADC, with the least 
possible delay, incidents of the following nature: 

(1) Non-standard or unusual signals from ►Aircraft.◄ 

(2) Unusual appearance or movement of ►Aircraft.◄ 

(3) Breaches of flying discipline by pilots or ►Aircraft.◄ 

(4) Significant changes in wind direction. 

(5) Breaches of discipline by vehicles. 

(6) The presence of flocks of birds in the approaches to or on the 
Runway. 

f. Lamp and Pyrotechnic Signals.  The TRC Controller should be able to 
use and interpret all lamp and pyrotechnic signals by day and night as detailed 
in RA 32615. 

g. Log Keeping.  The TRC Controller should maintain a log, in which they 
will record take-off and landing times, unusual incidents, and action taken iaw 
RA 3204►4◄, as far as is consistent with the efficient execution of their duties. 

h. Checking of Equipment.  The TRC Controller should check all their 
equipment, and report any defects or unserviceability to the Aerodrome 
Controller without delay. 

i. Night Flying – Additional Responsibilities.  During night flying, the 
TRC Controller should: 

(1) Report failure of ►Aircraft◄ navigation lights or identification lights 
to the Aerodrome Controller. 

(2) Report failure of any lighting to the Aerodrome Controller.

Guidance 
Material 

3276(3)

Responsibilities of the Truck Runway Control Controller 

9. The following list, although not exhaustive, highlights some situations in which 
the TRC Controller may take action: 

a. The TRC Controller may where appropriate, refuse ►Aircraft◄ 
permission to land in the following circumstances: 

(1) ►Aircraft◄ landing gear not appearing fully down. 

(2) If there is a danger of collision. 

(3) If the path of the oncoming ►Aircraft◄ is obstructed. 

(4) On instruction from the ADC. 

b. The TRC Controller may, where appropriate, refuse permission for 
►Aircraft◄ to move from the holding position in the following circumstances: 

(1) If to do so would obstruct an ►Aircraft◄ approaching to land. 

(2) If to do so would obstruct an ►Aircraft◄ about to take off. 

(3) On instruction from the ADC.

5 Refer to RA 3261 – Aerodrome Service.
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Guidance 
Material 

3276(3)

c. The TRC Controller may, where appropriate, refuse ►Aircraft◄ 
permission to take off in the following circumstances: 

(1) If to do so might obstruct an ►Aircraft◄ approaching to land or to 
take off.  This applies particularly if more than one Runway is in use. 

(2) When an ►Aircraft◄ defect is noticed. 

(3) On instruction from the ADC.


