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DECC Community Energy Saving Competition Guidelines  

The UK’s first Community Energy Strategy was published in January 2014.  It 

outlines the role that communities can play in helping to meet the UK’s energy and 

climate change challenges. A key commitment of this Strategy is to develop a 

community energy saving competition.   

DECC’s intention is to award 5 organisations a community energy saving 

competition grant.  The total available is £100,000 but an individual application will 

not receive more than £20,000.   If we receive a large number of excellent 

applications we may seek to fund more than 5 organisations.   The guidance should 

be read in conjunction with the application form.   

This competition is for England only. 

Eligible Costs and Grant Funded Activities 

The competition’s aim is to incentivise communities to develop innovative 

approaches to saving energy as well as money.  

The grants can be used for a number of items which may include venue hire, 

publicity, printing, training, IT (including developing apps and websites), travel and 

other associated project management expenses including covering the salaries of 

staff time.   

We want to encourage innovation so have intentionally given very broad guidelines 

on what we could fund.  Some ideas could be: running advice sessions at a local 

shopping centre, to crowd-funding solar panels for your local church or running a 

‘buddy’ programme to help vulnerable households get to grips with their energy bills, 

demand response solutions, switch energy suppliers and other ideas to save money 

on bills.  Please see contact details at end of this note to discuss your idea if you are 

unsure of its eligibility.   

The grant could also be used to purchase energy efficiency measures – but these 

must not be used for commercial gain.   

Eligibility 

In order to receive funds, applicants must be a legal entity from the following list: 

 Community interest company (CIC) 
 Industrial provident societies (IPS) such as co-operatives  
 Registered social landlord 
 Voluntary Associations 
 Registered Charity 
 Development trust 
 Faith group 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-energy-strategy
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Funding will not be available for commercial activity and applying organisations 
should check with DECC if they are in any doubt as to their eligibility to apply for grant 
funding.   

Local Authorities are not eligible to apply by themselves for this funding but may apply 
in partnership with one of the above legal entities. 

All bids should clearly set out how they meet the following criteria (weightings which 
DECC will consider when evaluating bids are given in brackets).  Please refer to the 
application form for more detail: 

 

 Project Idea (30% weighting) 

 Project Outcomes (30% weighting) 

 Project Costs and Value for money (20% weighting) 

 Project Delivery (20% weighting) 
 

State Aid 
 
It is our intention that all grants will be awarded under the de minimis rules for state 
aid funding pursuant to Commission Regulation (EU) 1407/2013 (OJ L352/1, 
24.12.2013) (the “de minimis” aid Regulation) and recipients will be required to 
document any prior de minimis aid received over the previous three fiscal years, 
including the fiscal year in which the grant is made. If you are unable to provide this 
information, or are already in receipt of aid which exceeds the de minimis threshold 
(€200,000), you will need to establish to DECC’s satisfaction that you are otherwise 
eligible for the award under the State Aid rules. If you are unsure, you may contact 
DECC for guidance in advance of the closing date of the competition. 
www.gov.uk/state-aid. 
 
Assessment process  
 
DECC will send an acknowledgement of receipt to the email address provided on 
your application form, within 2 working days.  
 
Bids will be judged by a panel (comprising DECC officials) on the basis of the criteria 

set out above. All bids that are submitted by the closing date will be assessed by the 

panel with a view to notifying bidders of the outcome of their application as soon as 

possible. 

Grant offer   
 

DECC will issue you with a signed grant offer letter, state aid de minimis declaration 

(for completion) and Purchase Order (which will provide instructions as to how to 

claim your payment).  The award will be subject to your agreement to, and 

compliance with, the terms and conditions of that letter. You are required to sign and 

return the grant offer letter and state aid declaration to DECC. You can then submit a 

claim for the amount awarded to our Accounts Team. Providing your claim is 

correctly submitted and that you have complied with the requirements of the grant 

http://www.gov.uk/state-aid
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letter, DECC will endeavour to make payment within 10 working days from receipt of 

claim. Our Accounts team will issue a remittance advice for each payment, only 

available this financial year. 

Reporting 

DECC requires a final self-evaluation report including how key milestones were 
achieved, number of people reached, energy saved (if it can be quantified) what 
worked well and less well by 31st May 2015. 

DECC may use this report as part of our mapping for community energy activity.   

Timeline 

Competition opens: 26th January 2015 

Competition closes: 10th February 2015  

Winners announced: 16th February 2015 

Project delivery: End of Feb 2015 onwards 

Winners receive funding for work completed by 31st March 2015 

Invoices must be submitted in good time to be processed.  If you do not submit in 
time, you may be at risk of not receiving the grant. 

 

For further information please contact 

Fiona Booth, Head of Community Energy  

communityenergyunit@decc.gsi.gov.uk 

0300 068 8056 

Community Energy Unit, Area 2C 

Department of Energy & Climate Change 

3 Whitehall Place 

London SW1A 2AW 

 

mailto:communityenergyunit@decc.gsi.gov.uk

