[image: image1.jpg]Ofsted

raising standards
improving lives





	Official Statistics Release

	Policy area:
	Children’s social care (excluding children’s homes) inspections and outcomes 

	Theme:
	Education, children’s services and skills 

	Published on:
	18 December 2014

	Coverage:
	England

	Period covered:
	1 April 2014 – 30 September 2014

	Status:
	PROVISIONAL 

	Issued by:
	Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
Aviation House
125 Kingsway

London
WC2B 6SE

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Statistician:
	Adam King 

	Statistician’s telephone number:
	0300 013 0020

	Public enquiries:
	enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

	Press enquiries:
	pressenquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

	Publication frequency:
	Annually

	Next publication date:
	To be confirmed


Contents
3Introduction


3Key findings


5Methodology


7Glossary




Introduction 
This official statistics release reports on children’s social care inspections that occurred between 1 April 2014 and 30 September 2014.  These statistics are based on provisional data and are subject to change.
Where charts, tables or maps are referenced in this report, they can be found in the accompanying summary spreadsheet published in the same location as this report.
Key findings

Inspections and outcomes of children’s social care

Between 1 April 2014 and 30 September 2014:
· There were 99 full inspections of children’s social care providers. (Summary spreadsheet  table 1)  
· Fifty four fostering services were inspected.  Of these, four (seven per cent) were outstanding for Overall effectiveness, 35 (65%) were good, 11 (20%) were ‘requires improvement’
 and four (seven per cent) were inadequate.  All fostering inspections related only to independent fostering services, as inspections of local authority fostering services have been included as part of the ‘Inspections of local authority services for children in need of help and protection, children looked after and care leavers’ inspection framework since the beginning of the reporting period of this publication. (Summary spreadsheet  table 2) 
· There were five voluntary adoption agencies inspected.  Of these, one received an outstanding judgement for Overall effectiveness, and the remaining four were good. (Summary spreadsheet  table 2) 
· There were five adoption support agencies inspected.  Of these, two received an outstanding judgement for Overall effectiveness, one was good and one was adequate. (Summary spreadsheet  table 2)
· Twenty five residential special schools were inspected.  Of these, nine (36%) were outstanding judgement for Overall effectiveness, nine (36%) were good, and seven (28%) were adequate. (Summary spreadsheet  table 2)  
· Seven boarding schools were inspected.  Of these, none were outstanding for Overall effectiveness, three (43%) were good, two (29%) were adequate and two (29%) were inadequate. (Summary spreadsheet  table 2)  
· Two residential family centres were inspected, both were good for Overall effectiveness.  (Summary spreadsheet  table 2)  
· Of the remaining social care provisions, Ofsted inspected no further education colleges and one secure training centre, which was good for Overall Effectiveness. (Summary spreadsheet  table 2)  
Impact of revisions on key findings of previous release

· Revised data covering the period 1 October 2013 and 31 March 2014 have been released and can be found on the Ofsted website: www.gov.uk/ofsted.
· The revision of statistics relating to the 1 October 2013 and 31 March 2014 period from ‘provisional’ to ‘revised’ status includes outcomes relating to a further 53 inspections. The following table outlines the inspection type, provision type and number of the additional inspections:
	Additional inspections for the periods relating to 1 October 2013 and 31 March 2014
	 

	 
	Full inspection
	Monitoring Visit
	Total

	Boarding School
	4
	1
	5

	Further Education College with Residential Accommodation
	4
	 
	4

	Independent Fostering Provider
	1
	 
	1

	Residential Family Centre
	2
	 
	2

	Residential Special School
	29

	 
	29

	Voluntary Adoption Agency
	1
	 
	1

	Total
	41
	1
	41

	Source: Ofsted
	 
	 
	 


· These additional inspections mean only a small change to the grade profile presented in the previous provisional data. 

Methodology
The data in the release are from inspections undertaken between 1 October 2013 and 31 March 2014.
Statistics relating to inspections in the most recent six month period are provisional and include inspections in the period where the inspection report was published within one month of the end of the six months.  If an inspection report is published later than one month, and less than four months, after the end of the six months in which the inspection took place, that inspection will be included in the revised release of the statistics.
It should be noted that one inspection of a Residential Special School reported in the previous period was voided after the the inspection took place. Therefore, while there 29 further inspections of Residential Special Schools, one has also been removed. 

Inspections and outcomes of provider settings that are not currently active are included in this statistical release and are reflected in the underlying data within the comma separated values (csv) and Excel files as ‘resigned’.  Revisions are published in line with Ofsted’s revisions policy for official statistics. For more information about the policy, please visit the Ofsted website or access the policy via the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-standards-for-official-statistics.  
For more information on how Ofsted regulates and inspects children’s social care, please go to the Ofsted website: https://www.gov.uk/being-inspected-as-a-provider-of-childrens-social-care.  In its inspection of social care services, Ofsted must take account of national minimum standards published by government. 
The revised inspection frameworks for some remits include a change of name of one of the grades.  The judgement ‘adequate’ has replaced the previous judgement of ‘satisfactory’ and for fostering and adoption inspections the judgement ‘requires improvement’ has replaced the previous judgement of ‘adequate’.  
Inspection grades for welfare in boarding schools and residential special schools which formed part of an integrated inspection with the education inspection of the school are included in this release.  The integrated inspection grades will also form part of the relevant maintained school statistical first releases: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/latest-official-statistics-maintained-schools-and-academies-inspections-and-outcomes.     
In April 2014, a new set of judgements were introduced at the interim inspection so that these have a wider focus than before and lead to inspection judgements that more clearly relate to the outcomes and progress of children and young people. These judgements are all relative to the judgement at the full inspection and are intended to give children, parents and commissioners a better understanding of how the home has performed in relation to their last judgement: either ’improved effectiveness’, ‘sustained effectiveness’ or ‘declined in effectiveness’. These judgements have replaced the old judgements of ‘good progress’, ‘satisfactory progress’ and ‘inadequate progress’.
Additional information

All the tables and charts shown in this release, along with additional analysis by quarter and at regional and local authority level, are available in Excel format on the Ofsted website in the same location as this document.  Underlying data are also available in Excel and csv formats.
Glossary 
Adoption agencies 

The focus of all adoption agencies is on placing children successfully into adoptive families who the agency recruits, assesses, prepares and supports, so they will meet the children’s needs and enable them to develop and achieve throughout their lives.  The services maintained by local authorities are described in section 3(1) of the Adoption and Children Act 2002.  Local authorities place children with adoptive families recruited and approved by themselves, by other local authorities or by voluntary adoption agencies who must register with Ofsted.  Adoption agencies may also provide birth records, counselling and intermediary services to adoptees and birth relatives.  There are three branches of voluntary adoption agencies in Wales which are inspected by Ofsted because their head offices are in England.  These are not included in this publication.
Adoption support agencies 

Adoption support agencies are defined by section 8 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002 and provide services to anyone touched by adoption and are registered with Ofsted.  This includes counselling and help for children and adults to gain information about their adoption or to trace birth relatives.  Adoption support agencies can be either organisations or individuals, and may be contracted by a local authority to provide support services.
Boarding Schools 

The majority of boarding schools are independent and belong to associations which are members of the Independent Schools Council.  As both education and welfare in these schools are inspected by their own inspectorate, Ofsted does not inspect these schools and so they are not included in the data.  The remainder are maintained boarding schools where both education and the welfare of boarders are the subject of Ofsted inspection and independent boarding schools which are members of the Bridge Schools Inspectorate or Schools Inspection Service and who receive their education inspections by these organisations and their welfare inspections by Ofsted.

Fostering services 

Local authority fostering services are defined by section 4 of the Care Standards Act 2000.  Local authority fostering services and independent fostering services recruit, prepare, assess, train and support foster carers.  Independent fostering services (IFSs) are private companies or charities, which are registered with Ofsted and provide placements to children and young people with foster carers approved by them.  IFSs work closely with local authorities to deliver these placements.

Residential accommodation in further education colleges 

The care provision of further education colleges that provide, or arrange, residential accommodation for one or more students under the age of 18 years.  Ofsted inspects these colleges under section 87 of the children act 1989.
Residential family centres 

Residential family centres are defined in section 4(2) of the Care Standards Act 2000 as establishments at which: a) accommodation is provided for children and their parents; b) the parents’ capacity to respond to the children’s needs and to safeguard their welfare is monitored and assessed; and c) the parents are given such advice, guidance and counselling is considered necessary. 

Residential special schools 

Residential special schools are defined in section 59 of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006.  They vary in size and nature.  The sector includes large non-maintained special schools which make provision for very specific needs and take children as full boarders from all over the country, to smaller more local providers catering for children with a range of different special needs and disabilities who may be resident at the school only during the week.  Some residential special schools are registered as children’s homes because boarders are resident for more than 295 days per year.  There are also a small number of independent residential special schools who also tend to cater for children with very specialist needs.
Sector

Sector refers to the type of provider that owns the children’s social care provision.

Local Authority

These are public bodies responsible for the children’s home. 

Private

These are for-profit organisations mostly with limited company status.  These can also though be individually owned children’s homes and run for profit.

Voluntary

These are mostly not-for-profit organisations, mainly with charitable status.  These can also be individually owned children’s homes and run on a not-for-profit basis.

Health Authority

These are NHS Trust-run.

Secure Training Centres

Secure Training Centres are defined by section 43(1) (d) of the Prison Act 1952. Ofsted has the power to inspect under section 146 Education and Inspections Act 2006 and inspects both the care and educational provision for children in four secure training centres.  They accommodate young people between the ages of 12 and 17 who have been remanded or sentenced by the courts.  The centres are under contract to the Youth Justice Board, which monitors their compliance with requirements.  Ofsted does not regulate secure training centres but has an agreement with the Youth Justice Board to inspect care twice a year and education once a year.
© Crown copyright
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� These statistics exclude children’s homes.  


� The ‘requires improvement’ outcome was introduced in September 2013 for fostering and adoption inspections and replaced the ‘adequate’ judgement


� One inspection of a Residential Special School reported in the previous period was voided after the the inspection took place. Therefore, while there 28 further inspections of Residential Special Schools one has also been removed. 
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