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Zeferasnces:

A. D/GS Sec/53/1 dated 19.56.89. c-3 s
2. D/EinC(A)/416/2/1(Engr1) dated 22.4.39. —E.¢

1. Following Re ference A we have pr
of the wartime pipe-mines programme w!

surviveson the sites concarned. It is s will
provide sufficient information to prsgare suitatls answers

for all likely questions on this aspect.

2. Background to Pipe-Mi=ns schaTe.

In mid-1941 there was still felt to te a Aanger of an invasiocn
of the UX by the Germans. The denial of airfields to an invader
was seen 2s deing of great importance in hindering any invasion
attempt. It was decided that spzecizl =i3ns should ke tzken

to Or;care denolition schemss fzr 42z:s2 23irfields %ast lazr
within 1 hours' reach of lilkelry ecastzl invasion poinis.

The cifferent YE Commands were thera®z=z %azked to identifs
vulnerzole sitzas.

3. Sites Sslected for Minins,

Initially 2 airfields wers sslactai. =222 =2ftar a aundaroef
othrer 2i-fislds wers proncgseg ITor wiz‘->, Za3vaver scarsitiy

0f resotPces neant' tiat by the end 67 L1 “only 10 sifas

ix all had been auvhorised for Tifirs.! Tarins 1912 woTic wes
slow 214 only 2 further 12 sitss wers zidsi Lo the sarijer

19, ziving a total of 39 at whicha ninisz was authorised.
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This figure takes into account a decision to extend previous
work at 9 sites already mined. The programme of Canadian Pipe-
Mining was halted in lNovember 1942 as the threat of invasion
receded, in future A.L. airfield mines or the 'Mole Plough'
were to be used for airfield denial. When work was halted
there were therefore some 30 sites in various stages of
completion. These are detailed at Annex A. which is extracted
from a contemporary file.

L. Proposed Sites. -

At Annex B is a list of those 6" other sites considered but
for which we have found no evidence in surviving files of
their having been mined.

5. Clearance of Mines: Wartime.

During the war itself as a result of requests from the RAF

a number of airfields had the explosive removed from the mines
while in some other cases both explosive and mines were removed.
As yet we have been unable to trace any definitive details

of all 'de-mined' sites; those which are recorded in contemporary
documents as having been de-mined or disarmed have been annotated
accordingly in Annex A. Instructions issued in mid-1944 stated
that only if the explosive within charged pipes was considered

to be dangerous should further pipes be unloaded. Apart fron

such emergency work no maintenance would be carried out and
charged pipes would 'be left alone'. This decision was based
primarily on a reluctance to allocate scarce specialist manpower
resources to carry out the clearance. However there was 2a
suggestion 2t the same time that sanction be sought for the
general removal of all pipe-mines but there is no subsequent
cgrrespondence to show that such a step was inmplemented (Annex
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—arlier correspondence has already discussed the extsnt of
surviving records relating to clearances. To sumarise this
zlthough there is evidenczs that the existence of pipe-mines
was recognised: it appears in lists of general Z0D tasks in
sost-war parers, we have found no evidesnce of it being added
“o actual clsarance schedules with the exception of *the post-
a2ccident worz at Lympne.
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7. Ve have in hand with the help of our RAF colleagues further
research to try and identify the disarmed sites nen+1oned

in para 4 as well as to clarify Eastlesigzh and Grimsta but

we are not sanguine that accurate details survive.

8. Pipe-mines were also used at a number of other non-azirfield
locations to supplement or complement other obstacles. Ye

have no definitive details of these but an example of the

type of location considered for such treatment is attached

at Annex D.

9. I hope this provides sufficient information, if you have
any questions or require the expansion of any points pleass
let me know.
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ANNEX A TO
HR(A)/6/127
Dated 27.5.89,

AIRFIELD SITES MINED UNDER CANADIAN PIPE-MINE PROGRAMME: BASED
07 COITEMPORAPY DOGUMENTS.

(Alrglelds where the mined area was extenled are marked with
an *

Shoreham™

Hawkinge

Manston* Believed pipes removed wholly or in part.
Southend

Friston

Lympne*

Bradwell*

Martlesham*

Gravesend*. Believed mines removed wholly or in part.
Eastchurch. Believed pipes removed wholly or in part
Scatsta (Shetlands)

Somerton (Cowes I of Wight). Believed pipes removed wholly
or in . part.

Thorney Island. Believed pipes removed wholly or in part.
Ford*

Tangmere* Mined area extended, believed pipes in extension
unchargzed.

West ‘lampnett

Merston®

Haldon

Detling

Rochester. Believed ripes removed wholly or in part.
Lee-on-Solent. Believed pipes removed wholly or in part.
Hamble

Portsmouth = Hilsea.

Ryde

Bealieu

Hurn

Holmesley

Debach. Felieved pipes unchargad. (near "ickham 'Market passed
to USAAF control ¢1943).

Ludham

Woodbridge

Leiston near Aldeburgh on Suffolk coast (anthorised in Cctober
1942 just before scheme suspended may thzr=fore not have heen
mined/ or charged)

EASTLEIGH: airfiéld found: discussed in winter 1942, un clear if
any mining before scheme abandoned.

ADDITIONAL NAMES EX GS Sec/FEngr 1.

GRIMSTA: No trace, perhaps GRIMSETTER, navzl airfield in the
Orkneys? No evidence found of mining.




LIST OF AFRCDROLES BY TRICRITY SUBMITTED BY

—

(ANDS FOR DESTROCTION BY CANADIAN PIPE METHOD.

c coit

Command . ieroirome.

EXETER

PBOLTHEAD
HARROWBEER
ROBOROUGH
PREDANNACK
PORTREATH
PERRANPORTH
- - NEWQUAY
ST. EVAL
EDGEHILL
BARFORD ST. JOHN
UIDDLE FARM
WESTON ON THE GREE!
CHIPPING NURTON
STARVEAIL, FARM
KIDDINGTON
WITNEY
STANTON-HARCOURT
AKRMAN STREET
W INDRUSH
BIBURY
SOUTHROY
KEIUSCOT

COUTI[ERN

i
i
|
i
'

EASTERN ' IPSWICH
' WATTISHAM

. EARLS COLNE
EORHAM

* BUNGAY
WEYEQURNE

MATLASK
COLTISHALL

OULTON

LANGAAL

DOCKING

BIRCRAM NEWTON
DERS TIGHAM
HORSHAL ST, PAITH
SWANTON MORLEY
ATTLEBRIDGE
FOULSHAL

WEST RAYNHAM

GT. MASSINGHAM

Loimon DISTRICT No Priority.

Under construction.
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NORTHERH

VIESTERN

SCOTTISH

o D
Aerodroms

SUTTON BRIDGE
DONNA NOQK
NORTH COATES
ACKL INGTON
GRANGETOWN
CREATHAM
USWORTH
CRIMSBY
CATFOSS
LISSETT
MANBY
BERUNTON
MORPETH

ANCLE

DALE

TALBENNY
HAROLDSTOWN WEST
CAREW CHERITON
FAIRWOOD COMAON
PEMBREY

n hl

EAST FORTUNE
KTRKNEWTON

SCULTHORPE
TRELIGGA

TOTAL: 67

Remarks
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1. I suggest the time has now come to

of labour permits, the systematic removal of pipe ‘oughout the cuu{ltry.

2 Up to'the present, pipe mines have been treated under two sepcrate
headings, viz :- x

A. PIPE MINES IN AIRFIELDS.

The latést policy regarding these is laid down in
/W/3676/16 Ops dated 19 Jan 43 and can be summarised as follows :- <

(2) ' Pipe mines will not be put into new airfields - nor . -
(’1?{} will empty pipes on any existing airfield be charged.; b
" (b) Charged pipes on airfields will be left alone. No RNk
maintenance will be'carried out. If, however, the A e
_explosive in any pipe is considered to be dangerous,
the pipe may be unloaded. T

There are approximately 30 airfields (chiefly in the i
SOUTH EASTERN coastal belt) that have been prepared for demolition A \
with charged pipe mines - each airfield having an average of some
300 fifty £t (or longer) pipes. However, at the request of the
R.A.F. the pipes.have been vwithdravm completely from a few airfields
and in a few others the explosive has been removed from the pipes.

B, = PIFPE MINES NOT IN AIRFIELDS.

Ly _ These are chiefly in bridges or are gited so as to form o gt
obstacles, There are a large number throughout the-country, the ' b
Hlp, majority being charged. The present policy regarding these is laid s
~—_ __down in HF/2534/Ops dated 8 Jul 43 and is to the effect that, at the =~ * 771

' bh{.\c)‘cf) Pf | discretion of Commands, charges may be withdravn from these pipes so
as to avoid maintenance. Maintenance will, however, continue to be AL
carried out where charges have not been withdrawm. ¥ b

3 The result of leaving explosive of the kind used in pipe mines (i.e. of
the blasting gelatine group) for long periods in pipes underground is most uncertain.
There may come a time when the results of deterioration will render the expiuvaive-
permanently inert, but there will invariably come an earlier stage when the Y:plcocive. .
becomes extremely sensitive. Therefore the long term policy will have to be the J
ultimate removal of the explosive from all pipe mines in this country. i

he - The removal of explosive from pipe mines in the ground is a tedious and 6
long process = especially when the pipes are as long as’ those in airfields. It is at b
times apt to be dangerous. On the other hand, the complete withdrawal of a pipe from
the ground, using ‘mech eqpt, is comparatively simple and quick. When once the pipe
has been withdrawn, it is easy to remove the explosive from it.

—

54 If it is decided, as it has already been in the case of pipe mines not - .1

in airfields, that eiplosive can be removed from all pipe mines, there is no point
in leaving the pipes in the ground.. There will never be the labour to fill them

in the most unlikely event of their being agdin required.

6. My recor nendations therefore are that steps should now be taken to obtain
the necessary sanctitn to have all charged pipe mines in this country removed by
withdrawing the pipe: and that if 'this sanction is obtained’ Commands should be
instructed-~to carry cut this work &s far as the labour situation will allow. (5

: ; rigadier, .
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CANADIAN PIPES,

Suiestad progrouwna for 1042.
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Work. + Reaarika.
Replacement of life-expired explosive.
Eustern Command - 90 toane, :
South~Eastern Comnand, - :
(a) Blastiny Gelatine:
Cordtex: -, 883, 80O foat. '
C.E.  Primers; 8,07n b i :
Blank Detonators 3A ' 11,080
5. 1 Southern Command. A Soredb "‘) ;
Wambury ldnp sﬁeet 144 947?07 s11pia'y-
- Secaton Bridge )
- 3 |
184 ?35755 gnqa
Buntham '=, 143 095657) " -
| T 099886) ! Roade.
Thurlstone Hntol. - 145; -104640 - Road.
Hellaunds i .--1415 244807 ,H ad 74 . LRI
Beepunds 7145 247525 aRoad.‘ = oAby
- Sunnyduale i) 145 249881 T Rosd vavkr T T od R R,
Il fracombe i "l 118 953597 Approach IRE ¢ siees POTALS ¥y o /0,
b 0 bouoh (b) -~ 318 foet
Culver Cliff HRTIALE S At A2
) (1.0.0.); 0 " ian f 142 casnsr nqaq’ . 2
Dorset Coaat  ~..'". " §(4 139 Bat:uean:ﬂ saqs in PR S e
: s TR s E T M antdafankc o 4
-' Q00050 ; -ditah (a)
: 140 920100 i v
\ (a) Exaot location eubjeot: to ‘beata or the soil.. e ‘
(b) A amall tunnol, providing thﬂ nnly approach to il ks
the boach.. 5 N il
'. . i y - .r'?jT
4! South-Fastern Command. T
| o ; BN i 2 "-{
Nodal Pnints R i 12,000 feob:
S, " .qunhern Co.mmand. ,.hi'-".'_ g '
Obstacles (not Jpaciqied) - 3,770 foeet -
6. bonttish Gnmmand rmds eta,’ aa rol:lowsL_ o 3 g
lomflitlio t OTE Coy, Logieon Aoy B Jelp /5..7 S 49ro;
Fodderty:J.0482.1 ,Iaval.l;:?m. sﬁ?ﬁfg i"-':_- 3 200 raot
Duirinish H.3154: PN Rerat i . 200 -
Almend Junot{dn T, 461960 .Amn. Sidiug .. 200, “_
Vurinua axita {from baauhea in mst Lathiun ' ,'8,380 - |
= : R : 2:960-font.
7. westorn Command rosds oto.’ as rollowat- 2 o 1910 ﬁ""-
% Batwaan Llengranog N, 7877 und uatuar:y ot R Tawy H.83 f
" L.urthy Tydfil 0,42 ond Nawport « - TOTAL:-
" < Breson 0,45 andINawport 4,300 t‘ecr
S ur o ~Llanddlol orm 4 Loughor 0 01 e 1
e 0‘11'1105 04 2352"-;::1{1 Swansear ,- ]






