Mobe! House
17 Smith Square
London S\W1P 3JR

Telephone (8458 335577 defra

Email hEIinne@defra .Qﬁi.gﬂ"u". Uk Dapartmant by Enviroareen
Website www.defra.gov.uk Famith atrek e o A

Eiizabeth Truss MP Qur ref: MC208935/RW
House of Commons :

Landon o~

SW1A JAA pat December 2010

From Jim Paice MP
Minister of State for Agriculture and Food

~ Zeidr

hank you for your letter of 24 November to the Secretary of State about the growing of
industrial hernp. | am replying as the Minister responsitle for this policy area.

We appreciate ihat there are agricultural benefits arising from the cultivation of hemp. We
wish to see hemp cultivation expand in the UK, capturing the erwironmental and
sustainability benefits the crop can provide and keeping the UK at the forafront of the
devalopment of new, high-value end uses for the crop. Richard Macdonald, in his capagity
as Chairman of the Task Force on Farming Reguiation, has already drawn my attention to
the fact that the inclusion of industrial hemp cultivation in the licensing system implemented
under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, and the costs this entalls, may be providing a
disincentive to the expanslon of the hemp sector. He has made a number of
recommendations t¢ me and | am in touch with the Home Office at Ministorial level.
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