From: TRUSS, Elizabeth [maillozelizabeth truss.mp@parllament.uk}
Sent: 16 Novemnber 2011 11:44 |

To: PS{Richard Benyon {Secretariat) RRT=T
Subject: PN: FWAG . b
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y Elizabeth Truss MP
Member of Parliament for South West Norfolk
The Limes
32 Bridge Strect, Theiford, Norfolk T24 3AG
(1842 757345
Dear Richard,

Please find below an email from my canstituent, _, together with the criginal

attachment. He is concerned that the collapse of the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group {FWAG) will impact cn
farmers and landowners, bacause of its valuable role in advising on regulations.

| would he grateful if you could advise on any way the Government could help so that | may provide him with a full
reply.

Best wishes,




Elizabeth

From
Sent: 09 November 2011, 15:14

The country, ket alone Eurepe and the world, is in meftdown.

I have ticked my ‘£’ box reiiglously for the last 4 years as | have feared the worst over the aurc.

We as Landowners and Farmers are smothered with complex paperwork, in order to comply with this and that and
to get aqtitlemant td environmental funding. .

FWAG has been an excellent ‘Facilitator’ to guide us through the unknown.

How ¢an we have such a sham at such a eritical time?

- HLS :

- LCAP review .
- following on fram the ‘re-mapping scenario” based on blotting paper and a felt tip pen, having had to abandon the
05 Maps, the 8" editions of the RPA maps {99% aground) and finally agree to the satellite map as required by the EC

whose Accounts have never been signed off.

1

My apologies | am deviating, BUT the established backbone of the UK whose ancestors fought for peace and
tranquillity are now being hung out to dry, and | fear left 1o starve,

£hira, where my great grandfather was the first British naval officer to fly the Union Flag after the taking of the Takuy
Forts in 1860, are busy building the infrastructure In Africa {206,000,000 are Chinese employed), and they are huying
up land in Ethicpia and Zimbabwe + + to grow rice — hence the starving African.

iviy plea is how can we save FWAG? it may hecessitate an input from us Isndowners, but we cannot let it go Into
administration — personally, | think that the Gevernment has a cesponsibifity, but ‘immigration’ guestinns thelr
capability to bandle anything.

Yours singerely,

LK Farliement Cirdalimer )
This c-mall 13 confdens to e intended recipkent. 5 yau have raceivad ILiN errar, please notify tha sander aad delete it frewh your

syskern, Any unauthonsed use, discioire, or copying |s nat pamitted. This c-mK has been checked far viruses, but no Habdlty i
atcepted for any darnage causad by mhy vius kransmithed By this g-mad,
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Farmers call for action
over red tape review

@ Johann Tasksr I

Fariers whe meet higher emviron-
ments) and animal welfare stand-
ards could be allowsd f© operate
more frecly, the gw:m.mmt has
oonfirmed
Unvcl.lmg, hix intertm response
to the MacDarald repart on agri-
cubtucal red tape, farm minister
Tim Paice said he intended to
teduce the regulatory bordan on
Farmers whese doing so did not
- undermiee coviropmenil, health
and animial welfare standacds
"Where we can, we're loaking
ta free up those playing by the
zufes 50 they cin get on with dolng
| what they do best = rarining their
farrns, The MacDénald 1epoet was
big, bold ambltlﬁs and if
industry is b play i part,
e can gmale it a reality”
Hew approaches being explored
includs making inspections mom
fslebased and targeted at fapms
at grester risk of hmd:izlg repy-
lations. Inspectipns would also
be co-ardingted to reduce the
number of doplicate p?’im
Simfhm‘ ing complex erviron-
raenka iremnents would give
clegmer gui te farmems about
what practical measures they
shoald kake, s3id W Paioe. Infor-

mation woukd be shared between
wmmmﬁm
to complee.

f we want a su:cﬂasﬁal and'

itiwe farming industry then

the rules and regulations awed

to be drawn up with farmers in
raind. Most faimers want to do
¢ thing an® push standards

+even higher - whot we need to do

is help them da that in 35 mmpl:
pad effactive way ax
RldmﬂMxDanaH,whuI:dﬂm

és Many of our
tecommendations
were bold and
challenging

Richard MacDanald

red tupe tskiooe, said wis ercour
aged by the comment. But he
couticned agater over expectation
*hlany of our reommendations
were bodd anvd challenging acd for
soroe ther are no quide fxes.”

But ferm feaders wamed lg:mt
fatrners and growert wanted to
sem 2ction soomer pathar than later,
Raymond ik i resly do eed

said: y do ne
t start seeing agtions Hrat mawch
the rhetogic. Delivery is the key®

Thei mtmm Teport wat 4 sxf.p
in the Aght direction, said Mr

. Reymntd, “Wrhit we need now i

some flesh on'the bonss. ‘H&u.qﬂd

adwmbleﬁhrhnwth:m -

ratons in this report will bemmrx_i
irto reality with specific actions,
Conservation groups stil hm
concemns about patential rigks; -
bowavet. Barmers whe belongzd.
to private farm assuranice scheimes -
with weak svironnaental compo-
ntnits should pot be exempt from
abficka
RSPB head of sgriculture policy -

Gareeh Morgan a2id many enive

rormental reguladons were vital

and cost-effective. “This repozt, -
mukey it cl-ur that where the sfivi-

ronment is concemed, the vast

m'!,roct'thr.sl:glﬂa.tmn.tscntt'
cal and nesn

The RSPR mmmcrm-'

brareaucracy, said Mr Morgad, But
this must be dist

inepections, said te BSPB.

ngiished from
gasential legistation whicdh would - -

Gangmaster icence cunfusmn p&
CAP reforms delay until 2015p16
Campalgn struggling to meet target pl.?

-.?-. ]

ensuse Fature geaerations bad & - 38

healthy and produetive cotruay-
side rich in wildlif.

The govemments Bl angd final
nepanse o the tesk force cepart
will be prblished in cady 2012

Richacd MocDonald: sncotragsd but
cabious wmuﬁm-hmmn.

Local EWAG groups hope togoit alane y

A cash erisis gt the Farming &
Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG)
has prompted some Lol seaff
to explore the possibility of
sehing up 2 independent conser-
vationists.,

Bosscs at the nations! body
spent much of this week locked in
aergency talks jn 2 lase-minute
bid to secure 2 future for the

o

FrAG hes sustained heavy -

larses over the past year, leaving

some steff unpaid for the pant

menth. .
FWALG was sxpected Lo call
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i the adm{mm'm:s 2 foimers
Wishly wenit b0 press.

Mojecis would be completed
am:l customer requiTements met
where passible, vald & letrer to
members frome FWAG chainoan
Hemuy Lncae. )

Local FFAG groups in Cem-
bria, Soffolk and south-west
Eﬂwd are oow exploring the

of estoblishing independ-
ent advisoty growps in the event
that the national body cannat
be rescoed,

The MEU is alin following
ovents dosely.

Tt would be wmng m Tiise

‘people’s hopes bacause we are

nit dsoking ta rescue TWAG,
but we are Jpoking to see if dny
af its services can bi salvgged,”

said NFU policy dizector Marsin-

Haworth,

The charity has found i difi-

cult to keep its head sbove water
dnee its core Rapding was withr
drawn folloving the govemmenits
conpreheisive spt.ndm; review
Last avvirmn,

it hae slic suffered from a
downturi in strwardship applica-
bons.

. hmaunlegal}udmmnddm ':'

further findpcial woe. The conzts .4
ruled that FWAGY historic assats
mnldmhmbeumdm:mwc :

lending, which 1&d to the banks
withdrzwing the charity's credic .
facility kust monih. :
FWAG in un independent bady -
praviding environmental and. 5
consermation advice (o @roners )
across Englend, Wales and Norte 5
ern Ireland. Tt was established in - Y
1969 by a growp of famers wha 3
were coocemed ahout the loss of %
habitat and el dlife 5
iohann.tockerird.comk







