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Thank you for your email of 9 January chasing a reply to your letier of 14 September on
behalf of your constituent about the
impact of climate change on agriculfure in the UK and the herbicide Glyphosate. | am sorry
for the detay In replying, unfortunately we do not have a record of receipt of your previous
letter.

A sustainable food and farming industry is the first priority in Defra’s business plan — this
means erhancing its competitivenass and resilience while addressing iis impacts on the
environment.

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges facing agricultlure, Defra is investing
£12.6m on research to improve our understanding of greenhouse gas emissions, so that we
can target the most effective actions for mitigation at farm level. In addition, Defra has also
funded rasearch to assass the impacts of climate change on agricultural production and its
impacts on tha shwironment, which informed the UK Climate Change Risk Assessment
(CCRA} that was laid before the House on the 25 January 2012, The CCRA will be followed
by the Nationat Adaptation Programme {due for publication in 2013) that will set out
Government praposals and palicies Tor addressing the risks identified in the CCRA.

Crap production is undar canstant threat from pest, diseasas andt competition from weeds.
Defra funds research to underpin crop protection using holistic approaches, from the
development of resistant varleties to managing the crop and margins to reduce pest and
disease incidence.

To promote Innovation in agriculture, the Government is investing up to £90m over 5 years in
tha Sustainable Farming and Food Innovation Platform (£50m from Technology Strategy
Board, £30m from Defra and E10m from the Biotechnology and Blological Sciences
Research Council). This initiafive will provide match funding fo industry for technological
research and development, in areas such as sustainable crop and livestock production,




waste reduction and management, and greenhouse gas reduc:tlnn ~ the flrst call, on crop
protectlan* receivad £13.6m of Government funding.- :

Climate change, bath mitigation and adaptation, is an everarching objective of Environmental
Stewardship, an agri-environment scheme Joinfly funded by Defra and the EU under Pillar 2
of the Common Agricultural Policy. With over 54,000 agri-envirenment agresments In place
covering nearly 67% of avallable agricultural land in England, this is one of our mast
important tools for increasing the restience of habitats, species and ecosystems. Many
existing agreements already contribute to mitigation and adaptation, and from spring 2010,
15 new or revised scheme options have been made available which can help with adaptation
such as providing landscape benefits, making farm businesses more resilient, and enabiing
habitats and species to adapt. '

The Campaign for the Farmed Environment is a unique partnarship betwesn industry,
anvironmental groups and the Government, which aims to encourage farmers and land
managers to voluntarily adopt important land management practices that will benefil the
environment. Launched in November 2008, the Campaign has agraed to meet a numher of
stratching national targets by 2012, Although set up fo benefit biediversity, farm wiidlife and
resource protection, the Campeign supports climale adaptation and many of the measures
being promoted will help build resilience to climate change, such as retaining uncropped
land, putting in buffer strips and using fewer inputs.

E turn now to your constituent's concerns about glyphosate. Active substances such as'the
herbicide glyphosate which are used in plant protection products {essentialty agriculiural and
home garden pesticides) must be approved in accordance with European Union (EU)
lagislation, to ensure that they meet modern standards of safety for people and the
environment, The assessments are carried out by rapposteur member States on behalf of
the EU, on the basis of a comprehensive dossier of scientific data. They are peer raviewed
by member States, mare recently under tha auspices of the independent European Food
Safety Authority. Substances which are considered to meat the required standards are
approved, usually for ten years. At the end of that period, they must be reviewed again to
datarmine whether they continde to mest the required standards, taking into account any -
changes o those standards in the meantime and relevant new data which have become
availabla since their last approval.

The currant EU approval of glyphosate is due to explre in December 2015, It will be subject
to a detafled re-assessment of the sclentific data which wiil include consideration of ali
relevant studies and will iake into account findings published since the substances were last
approved. A decision wifl then be taken aither to renew the approval or not. If approval is
renewed, products which contain glyphosate will be separately re-assessed, to confirm that
thay too continua to mesf the required standards of safety. If approvat is ot renewed, those
products will have to be withdrawn from the maricat

Wa are aware of recent raports which suggast that a new plant pathogen has developed In
genetically modified crops treated with glyphosate. There is no avidence that the long-term
use of glyphosate in arable rotafions in the UK (where no genetically modified craps are
commercially grown) or other member States has resulted in any such problems in the EU, |
is, however, difficult to comment further on these reports, because they have not bean
published in a peer-reviewed journal with all the information that would be needed for a
proper assessment of their significance. | understand that the European Commission has
asked the author of these reparts, Professor Huber to provide his supporiing data for




assassmeant, which coukd be undertaken separately or as part of the exercise for renewal of

its approval.
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