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From Lord de Mauley .
Parliamentary Under Secretary ..

e Ok,

Thank you for yvour email of 16 Apsil to David HeaEendamngaaopyofadowment
mmmcwmmaww Horse Welfare (who | met very
recently) grazing. lmnmpbﬁ‘qasﬁmmlnﬁhrrespomblaforﬂmmlfared
equines and amsonyforths delay in dﬁingso A

Iammsylnpamwctotlwpmblsmumenenm by land owners and others caused by
onsible owners leaving. their. horses. or ponies on land without the landowner's
coneent. Regrettably, fly grazing Is' another example of iesponsible and anti-sooial
.. behaviour; in this case by the ownar of the horses of ponies. Ivmlmmemefowsanmn
issue which can only heip draw the pubiic’s auenhun 0 the growing pressure un horse

- weifare charitles at this tina

| wuuld amoumge the homsa interest orgamsations walfare charities and eﬂroroana'nt
) to continue to wark together to find ways in which the problem can be tackled.
- Sharing best pradme on handiing cases and leaming from the experiénce of thoge having .
to tackle fly grazing can alt haip. | understand that Wakefield Councll has been particularly :
pmcﬂveinmmmwmnmerhcalmmdpamutowmdaddmmisbsue .

o met Alun Davies, the responsible Welsh minister, recently o dnsuuss axperience in Walas
and share our thoughts. You may be aware that an owner of a large number of ponies in -
' s:u.m Wales was mmnlly given an Anti-Social Behavlnur Order for fiy grazmg

Mure information about the Home Office measures on antl-suclal behaviour can befoun:l in
the Home Office’s White Paper: Putling Victims First — More Effective Responses i Ant-
Soclal Behaviour, which sets out the justification for mare victim-focused tools when tackling
aml-sncial hehavm A capy of the Home Office White Paper can be found here:
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The Animals Act 1971 already gives strong powers. fo the public and piivate landowners to
detain others' praperty - in this cage livestotk on their land and furthermore, there is animal
welfare legislation in piace to deal with animal suflering. There wiso needs o be a
reasonable time for owners to be able to claim back their iivestock and 14 days’ grace
nepresanis a reasonable balance. . T o '

Having reviewed the suggested amendmenis to the Animalis Act 1871 enclosed with your

. @mail | @m ndt convinced that these would soive the probiem. Indeed, taking a legal-

approach may nat be appropriate or even possible with many cases of fly grazing and that,
for a large part, the problem lies in the difficuity of tracing the dwners of abandoned, stray or

fly grazing horses. As Mr Owers says, such horses are often not microchipped or do not

have a passport,
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