
European Vocational Education 
and Training Initiatives in the UK 

The European Union has created tools to help 
people work or study in different countries and 
WR�KHOS�SHRSOH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�LQ���
different countries. 

What are they and how do they interact? 



 

Countries in Europe have agreed to work together to make sure 
individuals can move around more easily to take up employment 
and studies wherever they are. A number of tools have been created 
to encourage and facilitate mobility across Europe, but it can be 
quite confusing to understand what these tools are and how they 
can help you. This short guide is here to give you a hand so you can 
explore the endless opportunities Europe has to offer. Do check the 
LQGLYLGXDO�ZHEVLWHV�LI�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�¿QG�RXW�PRUH���

Tool What it can do for you 
(XURSHDQ�4XDOL¿FDWLRQV�� The EQF makes it easier for you to compare the level 
Framework RI�\RXU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKRVH�LQ�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV���
(EQF) Employers and college recruiters in Europe will be 
www.ofqual.gov.uk DEOH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�\RXU�8.�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�OHYHO�DQG��
www.ccea.org.uk what it means in their country. 
www.scqf.org.uk 
www.cqfw.net There is also a handy comparison tool available on 

the EQF website: 

http://eqf.intrasoft-intl.com/eqf/compare_en.htm 

Europass This set of templates (including one for a European 
(www.uknec.org.uk/) CV) will help you if you want to move jobs in the 

UK or abroad or if you want to study in a different 
country. The templates make it clear to others what 
\RX�KDYH�OHDUQHG��LQFOXGLQJ�\RXU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DQG��
personal achievements. It also helps UK employers 
appreciate what a non UK applicant has achieved. 

European Credit transfer If you study or work for a short time in another 
system for VET country this tool will allow you to bring back credit 
(ECVET) WRZDUGV�\RXU�VWXG\�IRU�D�8.�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ��,W�ZLOO�DOVR��
www.ecvetexperts.org.uk/ let you take credit for what you have learned here in 

the UK when you study in another country. 

European Quality Assurance This initiative works in the background to make sure 
system for VET the quality of education and training programmes (in 
(EQAVET) the UK and abroad) can be trusted so you can feel 
www.eqavet.eu/gns/about- PRUH�FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�EHQH¿W�IURP�\RXU�WUDLQLQJ��
eqavet/network-members/ DQG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV���
national-reference-points/ 
uk.aspx 
European skills, competences 7KLV�QHZ�LQLWLDWLYH�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�¿QG�MREV�LQ�WKH�8.��
and occupations (ESCO) and other countries. It will allow you to see what 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobSe employers from the UK and other countries want in 
rvlet?docId=5653&langId=en WHUPV�RI�VNLOOV�DQG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�LW�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX��

DSSUHFLDWH�ZKDW�VNLOOV�DQG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�\RX�KDYH�RU��
might need for certain jobs. 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobSe
www.eqavet.eu/gns/about
www.ecvetexperts.org.uk
www.uknec.org.uk
http://eqf.intrasoft-intl.com/eqf/compare_en.htm
http:www.cqfw.net
www.scqf.org.uk
www.ccea.org.uk
www.ofqual.gov.uk


,QGLYLGXDO�OHDUQHUV�DQG�HPSOR\HUV�FDQ�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�ZRUN�LQ��
the UK with the European initiatives. The initiatives interact and 
reinforce each other to help with: 

��� SUHVHQWLQJ�NQRZOHGJH��VNLOOV�DQG�ZLGHU�FRPSHWHQFHV�LQ�D��
transparent way so that access to learning and work is improved 
at home and abroad. 

��� JDLQLQJ�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�OHDUQLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV���
��� KDYLQJ�D�FDUHHU�WKDW�GHYHORSV�RYHU�WLPH�DQG�DOORZV�FRPSHWHQFH��

to be built through learning in formal settings and in work. 
��� UHGXFLQJ�EDUULHUV�WR�OHDUQLQJ���WKH�LQLWLDWLYHV�FDQ�LPSURYH�MRE�DQG��

career prospects. 

Help for people on the move 

The European tools help people who are moving for work or study; 
they help to make your learning visible even if it is not yet part of a 
IXOO�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ���

My friend, who lives in France, invited me to come over and spend 
a year doing some work experience linked to my degree course. 
,�IRXQG�RXW�WKDW�P\�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�8.�FDQ�EH�FRPSDUHG�WR��
TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�LQ�)UDQFH�E\�XVLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�FDOOHG�WKH�(XURSHDQ��
4XDOL¿FDWLRQV�)UDPHZRUN�DQG�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EH�SRVVLEOH�WR�JHW�VRPH��
FUHGLW�IRU�P\�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH�WR�EULQJ�EDFN�WR�P\�GHJUHH�FRXUVH��
ZKHQ�,�FRPH�EDFN��$OO�,�QHHG�WR�GR��
is make sure that my course tutor and the 
)UHQFK�HPSOR\HU�NQRZ�DERXW�(&9(7�����
,�VWDUWHG�RII�E\�¿OOLQJ�LQ�D�(XURSHDQ�VW\OH�&9���
WKLV�ZDV�HDV\�XVLQJ�D�(XURSDVV�&9�IRUP��
ZKLFK�LV�RQ�WKH�ZHE��$SSDUHQWO\�PLOOLRQV�RI��
SHRSOH�KDYH�¿OOHG�LQ�D�(XURSHDQ�&9�DFURVV��
(XURSH��1RZ�,�QHHG�WR�VHQG�PLQH�WR�VRPH��
French employers. I am checking out 
VRPH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�¿UPV�LQ�1DQWHV�ZKHUH��
my friend lives... 



Across all of Europe there is agreement on how the quality of 
the vocational training system in Europe can be measured and 
improved, for example, by making sure programmes are tailored 
to what employers want. This means that you can feel safer in 
choosing vocational courses abroad. 

Helping employers understand foreign 
TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�YRFDWLRQDO�HGXFDWLRQ��

I read that German graduates are really good in the creative 
LQGXVWULHV��,�KDYH�QR�LGHD�LI�WKLV�LV�WUXH�EXW�,�KDG�QR�FKRLFH�EXW�WR��
EURDGHQ�P\�UHFUXLWPHQW�WR�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�8.�VR�WKDW�,�FDQ�PDNH��
VXUH�P\�FROOHDJXHV�DUH�WKH�EHVW�SHRSOH��7KH�WURXEOH�LV�WKDW�,��
GRQ¶W�NQRZ�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�*HUPDQ\�RU�ZKDW�WKHLU��
TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�PHDQ��,�DP�QRZ�JUDGXDOO\�SLFNLQJ�LW�XS�XVLQJ�WKH��
(4)�DQG�E\�FRPSDULQJ�DSSOLFDQWV�ZLWK�WKHLU�(XURSDVV�&9V�DQG��
WKH�VXSSOHPHQWV�WKDW�WHOO�PH�PRUH�DERXW�WKHLU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV«��

The tools work together to help with recognition of learning 
throughout life. 



�

How the European tools can help you 

You can use 

<RXU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV� + 
Together with the European tools 

Your other 
knowledge, skills 
and experience 

Europass 

ESCO 

EQF 

ECVET 

EQAVET 

Making all of your achievements visible and 
understandable abroad. 

Information about jobs and the knowledge and skills 
to do them. 

.QRZ�WKH�OHYHO�RI�\RXU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DEURDG���

Making sure you get credit for learning and working 
abroad. 

%H�FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�WUDLQLQJ�LV�RI�JRRG�TXDOLW\���

To help achieve a 

Job in another 
country Job in the UK A study place 

abroad 



The tools working together 

Working together, the tools encourage greater transparency of 
WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WUDLQLQJ�SURJUDPPHV�DQG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�VR�WKH\�FDQ��
deliver the learning outcomes needed by employers. 

:KLOVW�WKH�(4)�LV�D�JXLGH�WR�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�OHYHOV��(&9(7�PDNHV��
it possible for credit gained in training, or through learning done 
RXWVLGH�WUDLQLQJ��WR�EH�FUHGLWHG�WRZDUGV�D�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ��7KURXJK��
Europass your credit can then be recorded in a Europass CV, 
mobility document or language passport. ESCO can make clear 
what is valued in the labour markets from requirements of real 
vacancies. EQAVET underpins the quality assurance of the 
vocational education and training (VET) system and should give 
\RX�JUHDWHU�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�OHDUQLQJ�JDLQHG�DEURDG���





 

Find out more 

Credit and Qualifications 
Framework for Wales 
Welsh Government 
Ty’r Afon 
Bedwas Road 
Bedwas 
Caerphilly 
CF83 8WT 
01443 663692 
cqfwenquiries@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
www.cqfw.net 

SCQF Partnership 
39 St Vincent Place 
Glasgow 
G1 2ER 
0845 270 7371 
info@scqf.org.uk 
www.scqf.org.uk 

Council for the Curriculum 
Examinations and Assessment 
(CCEA) 
Clarendon Dock 
Belfast BT1 3BG 
028 9026 1200 
info@ccea.org.uk 
www.ccea.org.uk 

Ofqual 
Spring Place 
Coventry Business Park 
Herald Avenue 
Coventry 
CV5 6UB 
0300 303 3344 
info@ofqual.gov.uk 
www.ofqual.gov.uk 

www.ofqual.gov.uk
www.ccea.org.uk
www.scqf.org.uk
http:www.cqfw.net



