
OPERATOR’S UNDERTAKING IN RELATION TO THE TRIAL OF LONGER SEMI-TRAILERS
DATED: 


[Name and address of the operator] (“the Operator”).

WHEREAS;

the Operator has volunteered to participate in a scheme to trial the use of longer semi-trailers on the roads in Great Britain (“the Scheme”); 
a longer semi-trailer is a trailer that exceeds the permitted maximum length of 13.6 metres set out in regulation 7 of the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986, as amended, by not more than 2.05 metres (“longer semi-trailer”);
the Department for Transport (“DfT”) has decided to issue a Vehicle Special Order (VSO) to the Operator under section 44 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 allowing the Operator to use a specified number of longer semi-trailers in Great Britain, subject to conditions imposed by that VSO;
DfT requires the Operator to ensure that an annual roadworthiness test is carried out on all vehicles participating in the Scheme; 

DfT requires the Operator to provide information on a regular basis to Risk Solutions, which is the trading name of Risksol Consulting Limited (company number: 03915179), Dallam Court, Dallam Lane, Warrington WA2 7LT. This information will be used to evaluate and monitor the use of longer semi-trailers under the scheme, and ultimately to determine the success of the Scheme against its objectives;

DfT requires the Operator to provide it directly, upon request, with any information relating to its operation of the longer semi-trailers under the Scheme which it may reasonably require; and
DfT requires the Operator to provide appropriate training to drivers before they drive longer semi-trailers under the Scheme, and to provide DfT with evidence, upon request, of such training.
1 The Operator undertakes to:

1.1. ensure that any longer semi-trailer operated under the Scheme and benefiting from a VSO is presented to VOSA for an annual roadworthiness test, in the same way as a conventional length semi-trailer; 
1.2. provide information every four months to Risk Solutions, by completing the on-line questionnaire to be provided by Risk Solutions;
1.3. label clearly any information that it considers to be commercially confidential, so that the confidential nature of that information can be taken into account in the event that a request for disclosure is received under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 and the balance of public interests has to be determined; 
1.4. inform DfT immediately where any vehicle operated under the Scheme is involved in an accident which results in death or serious injury to a person or substantial damage to property;

1.5. provide, at the request of DfT, any further information about its operation of a longer semi-trailer under the Scheme as DfT may reasonably require; and
1.6. provide appropriate training to drivers before they drive any longer semi-trailers in commercial service under the Scheme, and to keep and provide to DfT, upon request, evidence  that such training has been carried out.
2 The Operator understands that any failure to fulfil the undertaking in paragraph 1 may result in the Secretary of State for Transport, in her absolute discretion, issuing an order revoking the VSO, which would end the Operator’s participation in the Scheme.
Signed by

For and on behalf of

the Operator
