
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

    



  	
          Home
        
	
          Passports, travel and living abroad
        
	
          Travel abroad
        








     

    

    
      
          




  
    



  
    Bringing goods into the UK for personal use
  




      Skip to contents of guide

      
          
    
      Contents


    	
          
          Overview
        
	
          
          Arriving in Great Britain
        
	
          
          Arriving in Northern Ireland
        
	
          
          Travelling between Great Britain and Northern Ireland
        
	
          
          Banned and restricted goods
        
	
          
          When to declare goods to UK customs
        
	
          
          Declare goods and pay tax and duty to UK customs
        



      
  


  
        
  Overview


      

    
        You can bring some goods from abroad without having to pay UK tax or duty, if they’re either:


	for your own use
	you want to give them as a gift




This guide is also available in Welsh (Cymraeg).




The amount of goods you can bring is commonly known as your ‘personal allowance’. Personal allowance rules apply to any goods you have bought overseas and are bringing in to the UK.


These rules apply to goods regardless of where you bought them. This could include:


	a duty-free or tax-free shop
	on the high street in the country you’ve visited




You must declare all commercial goods. There are no personal allowances for goods you bring in to sell or use in your business.




The amount of goods you can bring in without paying tax or duty on them depends on:


	where you’re travelling from
	if you’re arriving in Great Britain (England, Wales and Scotland)

	if you’re arriving in Northern Ireland




Declaring goods to customs


Before crossing the UK border you must tell customs about (‘declare’) any goods:


	where you go over your allowances
	that are banned or restricted




If you go over an allowance, you will have to pay tax and duty on all the goods in that category.


You can declare goods online from 5 days (120 hours) before you are due to arrive in the UK.



Your goods and any vehicle you use to transport them may be seized if you break the rules. You may also be fined or prosecuted.




You can report someone for breaking the rules to HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC).
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