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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE

TWO HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH MEETING

THURSDAY 17 JULY 2014 AT 10:00AM

G11
1 HORSE GUARDS ROAD

LONDON SW1A 2HQ

MINUTE

Present:


Lord Bew, Chair

Sheila Drew Smith OBE

Dame Angela Watkinson
Patricia Moberly
Dame Margaret Beckett DBE MP
David Prince CBE
Richard Thomas

Secretariat: 


Ruth Thompson, Secretary




Leila Brosnan, Senior Policy Adviser




Laurie Mousah, Policy Adviser
James Anderson, Secretariat Coordinator

Maggie O’Boyle, Press Officer
Apologies: 




Lord John Alderdice
1. Register of Interests

The Committee reviewed and updated the register of interests, and the registers of external meetings, gifts and hospitality were approved.
2. Ethics in Practice
The Secretariat updated the Committee on the recent launch event and subsequent press coverage. The Committee agreed to follow-up meetings with a number of stakeholders.
3. Ethical standards for providers of public services

The Secretariat updated the Committee on the ongoing follow-up work since the publication of the report. The Chair updated the Committee on upcoming meetings in relation to the project and the Committee agreed that the work should continue. 
4. Committee on Standards Inquiry
The Committee members discussed an outline plan for responding to the Standards Review SubCommittee’s call for evidence and agreed to a high level response to be submitted in August, followed by a more detailed reply in September. The Secretariat agreed to circulate a final drafts of the detailed for the Committee’s approval at the next meeting. 
5. Annual Report 2013 - 2014
The Committee discussed the content of the report and agreed that in future their Annual Reports and Annual Plans should be combined in one document and published in July.
6. Work Plan 2014 - 2015


The Committee discussed potential topics for future work, including a review of policing standards, ethics for regulators and free school governance. The Committee also discussed plans for an event to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Committee and the Nolan Principles of Public Life and agreed to submit a proposal for a special edition of Political Quarterly.
7. Website

The Secretariat updated the Committee on ongoing work to set up a homepage on gov.uk. The Committee considered and approved drafts of content to be put on the new homepage.
8. Standards Check

The Standards Check was reviewed by the Committee.

9. AOB

The Committee discussed the ongoing recruitment of a new member, agreeing that two new members would be preferable to one. The Secretariat also updated the Committee on the recent communications review and agreed to circulate the report once received from the external reviewers in late August.
Next meetings: The next Committee meeting will be held on Thursday 18 September 2014 at 10:00 am at 1 Horse Guards Road. 
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