
Wildlife/Animal Health – Beavers on the River Otter [July 2014] 

Specific Issues:  Beavers in Devon 

Key Messages 

 There are no plans to cull beavers. We intend to recapture, test and 
rehome the beavers and are currently working out plans for the best 
way to do so. All decisions will be made with the welfare of the 
beavers in mind. 

 Beavers have not been an established part of our wildlife for the last 
500 years. Our landscape and habitats have changed since then and 
we need to assess the impact they could have. 

 Depending on the origin of the animals they could be a source of 
disease not currently present in the wild. 

 We are working with our agencies to gather information on what might 
be the best course of action. 

Key facts, dates and figures 

 Three European Beavers have been detected on the River Otter in 
Devon. These will have entered the wild due through escaping from 
captivity or illegal release. 

 Beavers can act as intermediate hosts for Echinococcus multilocularis 
(EM), the dog and fox tapeworm. This parasite poses a public health 
risk. Defra’s risk assessment concluded there was a low risk of 
introduction of EM from beavers. However, the disease status of the 
animals living in the wild in Devon is unknown. 

 Beavers are a formerly native species which may only be released 
under licence. Inaction could suggest that HMG will not intervene 
where illegal releases occur; potentially leading to further illegal 
releases. 

 In light of the risks, doing nothing is not an option: we are considering 
trapping, testing and rehoming. There are no plans though to either kill 
the animals or to re-release them. Initially, we would attempt to trap 
these animals with the voluntary cooperation of local landowners. 
However, if this is not forthcoming we would aim to use powers under 
the Zoonosis Monitoring Regulation to attempt recapture. 
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