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Legal issues 
o We do not currently consider the species to be ordinarily resident in GB.  It is, 

therefore, unlawful under Section 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 for 
this species to be released, or allowed to escape to the wild.  

 
o It is possible that these animals have been illegally released.  We are concerned 

that by failing to take action in this case it may set a precedent, which will 
encourage further illegal releases of beavers or other animals. 

 
o The Habitats Directive requires a public consultation to be carried out before a 

species that was previously native to a country is reintroduced, and any release 
programme should be carried out in line with IUCN guidelines 2010. 

 
o We do not have legal powers to access private land to monitor or recover the 

beavers.  We would have to rely on the permission of the landowner.  XXXX 
  
Policy Implications 
o Allowing the beavers to remain would set a precedent that it is unnecessary to go 

through the time consuming legal licensing route before releasing a beaver.  
  

o Whatever approach is applied to these beavers should be applied consistently to 
other beavers in the wild in England. 

 
o Allowing a population to establish as a result of escapees or illegal releases, 

rather than through a pilot scheme and/or consideration of where would be most 
suitable, may have negative ecological, social and economic impacts.    

 
o Richard Benyon was opposed to the release of this species into the wild in 

England.  We do not know the views of Lord de Mauley.  [Note added 29 August 
2014:  Defra’s policy Licensing under Section 16 of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (release of species prohibited by section 14) published at 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130123162956/http:/www.defra.gov.
uk/wildlife-pets/wildlife-management/licensing-policy/in December 2012 is: 

Where an application for the release of the European Beaver (Castor fiber) 
into the wild in England is received, ongoing studies into a trial release in 
Scotland (2010-2015) and uncertainties about the impacts of upstream 
flooding caused by the species, make it premature to issue a licence, pending 
the results of the aforementioned trial.] 
 

o Conservationists are proposing a pilot beaver release in Cornwall but a licence 
has not been applied for yet. 

 
o Our current commitment is to await the results of the Scottish Trial, due to report 

in 2015.  
 

 
 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130123162956/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/wildlife/management/documents/section16release.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130123162956/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/wildlife/management/documents/section16release.pdf


Publicity Issues 
o The reporting on the BBC has been positive about the sightings. The Guardian 

and the Devon Express & Echo have also reported on the sightings. 
 

o Some stakeholders have expressed concern in the past about rumours of a 
reintroduction of beavers and are likely to do so again. 
 

o In Europe beavers have both alleviated and exacerbated flooding issues 
depending on where they are.  At the moment publicity seems to favour the 
introduction of beavers to reduce flooding.  


