Beavers on the River Otter

Note of pre-meeting on 5 June 2014 to prepare for meeting with the Devon
Wildlife Trust and others on 6 June.

By telecon

Attendees: ] and Jllll (Protected and Non-native Species Policy, Defra);
I (Zoonoses and Aquatic Animal Health Policy, Defra); il (Pet Travel and
Rabies Team, Defra); ] (zoonoses and Endemics, AHVLA); |l (Exotic and
Risk Team, AHVLA - Veterinary & Science Policy Advice); [l (National wildlife
Management Centre, AHVLA); [l (Licensing Coordination and Improvement,
NE)

Apologies: [l (Operations Manager - Devon , Cornwall and Isles of Scilly, NE),

Attendees at tomorrow’s meeting at NE offices in Exeter):

- I DN DN B BN B (N focal team)

e [ and Bl (Devon wildiife Trust), [l (Derek Gow Consultancy) and
I (Westland Countryside Stewards).

Lines to take
e We have two concerns:

o this potentially breeding population is in the wild as a result of (most
likely) illegal release or escape, and allowing it to remain in the wild
would give the wrong message regarding our tolerance of illegal
release; and

o risk of the animals carrying EM [both possibility of EM from this source
in time infecting humans and, if it led to loss of our disease-free status,
opening door to significantly elevated risk of exposure from EM in
imported pets].

Ministers are taking a precautionary approach to biosecurity.

We have no plans at all to cull or undertake lethal testing.

We are in listening mode regarding their proposal. However, it does not
address our concerns.

Leaving these beavers in the wild would not address disease concerns. Nor
would it send the right message regarding illegal releases, or (because no



release licence would be in place) enable enforcement of any conditions
required for a trial reintroduction.

e We intend to take the beavers into captivity. We have yet to determine where
and are open to suggestions.

e We are considering best methods of testing in this situation (in discussion with
Royal Zoological Society of Scotland).

e Methods of capture will comply with international standards for humane
trapping.

e Our stated policy on applications to reintroduce beavers in England: Where
an application for the release of the European Beaver (Castor fiber) into the
wild in England is received, ongoing studies into a trial release in Scotland
(2010-2015) and uncertainties about the impacts of upstream flooding caused
by the species, make it premature to issue a licence, pending the results of
the aforementioned trial (Policy Statement — Licensing introduction of animals and
plants into the wild (Section 14 and 16(4)(c) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981).)

e We are required under the Habitats Directive to ensure that any reintroduction
to the wild complies with IUCN guiding principles.

e We would welcome their assistance in determining the origin of the beavers
locally.

e Noting that Devon Wildlife Trust does not condone the illegal release of
species we would welcome its support.

If asked:

e We will seek to undertake genetic testing (eg through hair trapping) to attempt
to identify country of origin of beavers and likely source in England.

e We intend to capture all the beavers, including any known to be bred this year
(which therefore could not be infected with EM). This reflects our concern
regarding an unauthorised release.

e Ifinitial trapping effort is unsuccessful, we will review our approach again but
we do not currently anticipate allowing the beavers to remain in the wild.

¢ We will undertake monitoring to seek to determine whether the beavers have
bred this year. This monitoring would be carried out as part of the pre-
trapping habitat assessment.

¢ If we find any evidence of breeding, we will not attempt to capture the beavers
until the kit(s) would be expected to have weaned (October).



Agenda for meeting on 6 June
1. Introductions

2. Government position - overview

w

. Devon Wildlife Trust proposal — DWT/DGC/WCS to set it out

- Discussion/response

4. 4. Next steps



