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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

“ I wish to know the following information regarding the sentencing of defendants in the Magistrates and Crown Courts in England and Wales.

1. What are the current statutory provisions for the sentencing of defendants in the Magistrates and Crown Courts by video link or television link in England and Wales?

2. When was this practice introduced for the sentencing of defendants in the Magistrates and Crown Courts in England and Wales?”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 
The current statutory provisions pertaining to the sentencing of defendants in the Magistrates' and Crown Courts by live link are contained in the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, Section 57A. These were brought into effect on 30th September 1998.
I attach the link to the relevant section:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/37/section/57
