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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked Sunderland and Peterlee Magistrates’ Court and Durham Crown Court for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) of which HM Courts & Tribunals Service are a part (HMCTS):

“Can you tell me the amount and type of items seized by security workers at Sunderland and Peterlee Magistrates’ Court and Durham Crown Court between April 2013 and April 2014? It would be helpful if the figures could be broken down by court and on a month-by-month basis.”
Your request has been passed to me because I have responsibility for answering requests relating to Her Majesty’s Courts & Tribunals Service (HMCTS).  HMCTS is an executive agency of the MoJ and is responsible for managing the Magistrates' Courts, the Crown Court, the County Courts, the High Court, The Court of Appeal and Tribunals in England and Wales and non-devolved tribunals in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 
The information that you have requested on confiscated items is not collected by HMCTS. The information relating to confiscated items is provided by the security company who are responsible for providing services at all the courts. The security company supply the information to HMCTS and are responsible for collating and verifying the accuracy of the statistics
The information that you have requested for the Sunderland and Peterlee Magistrates’ Court and Durham Crown Court has been obtained from the security company and I have listed this for you in “Annex A” herewith. 
The data that the security company has provided covers the following periods:-

April 2013 to April 2014.
HMCTS takes the issue of security within courts extremely seriously and has a robust security and safety system to protect all court users and the Judiciary.
 

This system includes mandatory bag searches, metal detectors and surveillance cameras, as well as court security officers who have legislative powers to protect all those in the court building. The powers of the court security officers include the ability to restrain and remove people from the building should there be a need.

Our security system is continually monitored to ensure that it is effective and proportionate and mitigates against the risks faced.
Annex A: Confiscated Items at Sunderland and Peterlee Magistrates’ Court and Durham Crown Court.
April 2013 to April 2014

 

	
	
	Firearms
Genuine
	Fixed Blade knives
	Knives
> 3" Blade
	Knives
< 3" Blade
	Tools
	Cameras
	Recorders
	Alcohol
	Others*
	Total

	Apr 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7
	5
	 
	 
	166
	178

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	4
	4
	9

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	2
	 
	14
	10
	1
	8
	 
	35

	May 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	2
	1
	2
	 
	148
	154

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4
	 
	 
	3
	2
	9

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	1
	 
	13
	8
	2
	10
	 
	34

	Jun 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	3
	 
	 
	129
	134

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	3
	4

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	3
	 
	18
	5
	 
	6
	 
	32

	Jul 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	164
	167

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4
	1
	 
	2
	2
	9

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	4
	 
	7
	9
	2
	8
	 
	30

	Aug 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	5
	 
	 
	131
	137

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	 
	2
	1
	5

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	1
	 
	5
	9
	 
	1
	 
	16

	Sep 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	223
	224

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	5
	1
	8

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	1
	 
	15
	7
	2
	2
	4
	31

	Oct 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	208

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4
	 
	2
	1
	 
	7

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0

	Nov 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	136
	137

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	 
	1
	2
	 
	5

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	1
	 
	6
	 
	 
	2
	 
	9

	Dec 13
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	2
	1
	1
	 
	58
	63

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	1
	 
	 
	6
	10

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	2
	 
	4
	2
	10

	Jan 14
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	4
	 
	 
	202
	206

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6
	1
	 
	1
	1
	9

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	 
	1
	15
	9
	 
	6
	2
	33

	Feb 14
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	 
	 
	 
	192
	194

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	2
	4
	 
	7

	
	Durham Crown
	2
	 
	 
	3
	6
	3
	1
	2
	 
	17

	Mar 14
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	262
	268

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	2
	 
	 
	1
	5

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	 
	1
	16
	6
	 
	5
	 
	28

	Apr 14
	Sunderland Magistrates’ 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	206
	207

	
	Peterlee Magistrates’
	 
	 
	 
	4
	3
	3
	 
	 
	1
	11

	
	Durham Crown
	 
	 
	 
	 
	10
	10
	 
	2
	3
	25


* These are any items which, in the opinion of the court security officer, could be used as a weapon; cause a hazard to others in the building; or could be used to disrupt the court proceedings. 

