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“1) How many magistrates are recruited on a yearly basis.
2) How many magistrates are under 30 years of age.
3) What is the percentage of magistrates under 30 years of age.
4) How many magistrates and percentage are under 40 years of age.
5) What is the percentage of magistrates over 40 years of age.
6) What is the ethnicity of magistrates by percentage in GB.”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you as follows, taking each of your questions in turn.  

1. Since 2005 we have recruited an average of 1372 magistrates per year. We anticipate a lower figure for the 2014-15 year.
2. There are currently 77 magistrates under the age of 30.
3. 0.36% of magistrates are under 30 years of age.
4. There are 624 magistrates under 40 years of age, a percentage of 2.89%.
5. 97.11% of magistrates are over 40 years of age.
6. Ethnicity of magistrates in England and Wales by percentage is as follows:
White – 91.31%

Mixed – 0.61%

Black – 2.84%

Asian – 4.40%

Chinese – 0.20%

Any other – 0.64%
