	 Guide to Tribunals data 


Background 
The Tribunal information provides the user with a breakdown of appeals for the the first quarter of 2007/08 up to the most recent published data. This aims to maximise the usage of data by users so analytical work can be carried out independently. 
Please note that different tribunals, or jurisdictions, came into effect at different points in time. For more information on the Tribunal system please the a Guide to Court and Administrative Justice Statistics found here; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-court-and-administrative-justice-statistics 
The data is provided in a comma separated value (CSV) machine-readable format so that it can easily be imported into analytical software packages. This format enables the user to manipulate and aggregate the published data in different ways. 

There are five CSV files that support the Tribunals publication, these are detailed below:

1. A main file on receipts and disposals for all Tribunals by quarter

2. A file with the jurisdictional breakdowns for Immigration and Asylum cases

3. A file with the jurisdiction breakdowns for the Social Security and Child Support cases

4. A file with the jurisdictional breakdown for the Employment Tribunal cases

Please note that in many cases a tribunal appeal can be bought under more than one jurisdiction, as such the jurisdictional breakdowns are higher than total receipts or disposals. 
Below there is a full description of the variables and the list of possible values for each dataset provided. At the end there is also a short guide on how to load these files onto a database package, such as R. R is not the only package which can manipulate this data, but it is an open source package and can be downloaded at 

www.r-project.org/ 
Tribunal data 
The main file covering receipts and disposals data-set consists of five variables. 

Year: Year to which the data relates
Quarter: The quarter to which the data relates
Tribunal: The type of tribunal to which the data relates
category: receipts or disposals [explain these are called different things depending on the tribunal]
The individual files for each Tribunal also contains a jurisdiction variable
Jurisdiction: The jurisdiction or reason for appeal 

Loading data to R Statistical package 
Loading the court CSV file into an R dataset called csv_JR
csv_Tribs- read.csv('internal combined years for SAS import.csv', header = T) 

Example of analysis: a table breaking down receipts by tribunal  
temp1 <- table(csv_Tribs$Tribunal)

temp1

