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Moderator:  Rajesh Mirchandani, BBC World Affairs Correspondent
 
A successful national level strategy to eliminate CEFM requires strong political will and government commitment, and a coordinated response by all stakeholders. UN agencies and donors should align with national policies and frameworks. Success in reducing prevalence at the national level requires multi-sectoral approaches that put girls at the centre. The impact of CEFM on economic development can be a strong motivating factor for governments to do more to tackle it.

Concerns were raised from the floor about the challenges to implementing national plans. Working on CEFM at scale was acknowledged to be a continuing challenge. Concerns also focused on the extent of girls’ involvement in developing  and monitoring national plans; measures to ensure the continued education of girls who are either pregnant or who have had children; and what is being done to holistically support girls who have fled marriages.

Rob Swartbol, Director-General for International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands 
Mr Swartbol stressed the need to work together in sustained partnerships, sharing analysis, data and best practices; to pool resources of multilateral organisations and bilateral donors; and to act and think locally. He committed the Netherlands to putting a focus on girls and women at the heart of the Netherlands chairmanship of GPEDC.

Hon. Minister Zenebu Tadesse Woldetsadik, Minister of Women, Children and Youth Affairs, Government of Ethiopia
Minister Zenebu stressed our collective duty to support girls and outlined the multi-sectoral approach of the Ethiopian national strategy and action plan, which contains three core elements – political will, public opinion and partnership. Government of Ethiopia has developed a national strategy to address Harmful Traditional practices, focusing on prevention, protection and provision. Ethiopia has also revised the penal code to incorporate the practice of child marriage and other forms of HTPs as criminal offences.

Ethiopia has focused on public awareness and attitudes.  The government has conducted a campaign on the negative impact of child marriage, following a strategy of engaging girls and women; tribal, religious and community leaders; as well as those responsible for carrying out HTPs, such as circumcisers. 

Patricia Bah, National Secretariat for the Reduction of Teenage Pregnancy, Government of Sierra Leone
High rates of child marriage in Sierra Leone result in high levels of teenage pregnancy and violence against girls and women. Sierra Leone has a national strategy for the reduction of teenage pregnancy and early marriage, overseen by a multi- sectoral coordinating committee and further committees at the sub-national level. It brings together six ministries plus partners to deliver comprehensive programmes of multi-sectoral support for vulnerable girls. This coordination helps all stakeholders to work on agreed priorities and to avoid duplication. Success must be judged on the impact on girls, not on the level of effort. 

Raj Kumar Mahato, Chairperson, BHORE
Child marriage is as a major barrier to the socio-economic transformation of Nepal. A youth-driven campaign to eradicate child marriage and the dowry system has spurred national action by bringing together a national conference on eradicating child marriage and dowry which resulted in the establishment of a federation of 100+ organisations working on the issues. There is now a significant increase in media interest in the issue, the government is developing a national strategy on child marraige with the support of UNICEF and others, and BHORE are lobbying for the inclusion of child marraige in the new constitution which is currently being drafted. 

Laura Laski, Chief of Sexual and Reproductive Health, UNFPA
Ms Laski stressed the need for a girl-centred and multi-sectoral approach – one which requires work across sectors but that converges at the level of the girl, so that she can have health check-ups, a network of friends, literacy training, and participate in micro-savings groups. Strengthening health and education systems is not enough; it is essential to make sure the systems connect with girls. Complex issues require complex approaches. UN agencies must align with governments’ national policy and frameworks – with girls placed at the centre. Scale remains a challenge, but government commitment is critical in making change happen.

Questions from the floor:
· How are girls participating in the development of national plans and monitoring governments’ commitments?
· What are the respective government policies on pregnant girls re-entering/staying in school? 
· Are you ensuring girls can return to school after childbirth through the provision of child-care?
· Are there any initiatives to work with the older men who are marrying young girls?
· What are the barriers to implementation of national action plans?
· How will we ensure the delivery of the CEFM & FGM target in the post-2015 framework?
· Who is working to look after girls who have fled marriages?
· Who coordinates action for girls where there is not Minister with responsibility?
· This summit is a reiteration of existing commitments under ICPD and Beijing. Although national action is progressive, governments from the global south are running away from support for human rights standards at the international level – how do we change this?

