Summary of Spotlight B5 Building Bright Futures for Girls through Education and Economic Opportunities

Introduction:	 Irina Bokova, Director General, UNESCO
Moderator:	Joy Hutcheon, Director General Country Programmes, UK Department for International Development

The session considered the role of education, access to finance and cash transfers in empowering girls and women and providing them more voice, choice and control over their lives.  The session heard from the experience of panellists on the impact of education and economic empowerment initiatives on early and child marriage.  Supporting girls through education and training was an effective way of delaying the age of first marriage and motherhood and also increasing a girl’s earning power and prospects.  Some initiatives were already working effectively at scale.  To sustain change more needed to be done to engage with communities to address social norms to change these established cultural practices.   Other complementary measures such as improving the quality of education and school safety, and supporting women leaders were also important to deliver sustainable change.

Angeline Murimirwa, Regional Executive Director (Southern Africa), Camfed
The experience of CAMFED demonstrated that the longer a girl was in school, the less likely a girl was to be married early or to experience early motherhood.  Working with communities to address the social norms which perpetuated early and child marriage was essential for sustainable change. Education also increased a girl’s earning potential and development prospects.  

Roshni Sen, Secretary, Department of Social Welfare, Woman and Child Development, Government of West Bengal, India
In West Bengal the Kanyashree scheme (Kanya – girl child, shree – beauty and prosperity) of cash transfers to low-income families to support unmarried girls to continue their education had been extremely popular with more than 1.6 million girls benefitting in a 10 month period.  Factors which made the scheme effective at scale included ensuring minimal bureaucracy and conditions to access the scheme, linking participation in the scheme to accessing other benefits and services from the government and ensuring a joined up approach across the relevant government ministries.

Dr Priya Nanda, Group Director for Reproductive Health and Economic Development, ICRW Asia
An evaluation of the ABAD (Apni Beti Apna Dhan) scheme of cash transfers in India had considered the impact of a scheme which provided a government bond if girls remained unmarried at the age of 18.  The evaluation considered the impact of the scheme on girls’ education and age at marriage and found that girls participating in the programme were 20% more likely to stay in school beyond age 15.  To enhance the effectiveness of the programme other measures such as increasing school standards and vocational training, as well as addressing social norms were required.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sally Gear, Senior Education Adviser, Department for International Development
DFID’s Girls Education Challenge programme was launched in 2012 to address the fact that the most marginalised poor girls were still not completing primary education: in 2011 only 23% of poor rural girls in sub-Saharan Africa were completing primary school.  Although the majority of parents wanted their girls to be educated, deeply held attitudes about gender roles still held girls back. The programme used a variety of approaches including partnering with the private sector, ensuring thorough evaluation to understand what works to keep girls in schools and working with communities to address views on gender roles.

Questions from the audience
A number of points were raised by the audience including:

· The importance of emphasis on the quality of education and learning outcomes:  good education standards were important as well as the time girls stayed in school;
· Ensuring education and/or vocational training prepared girls well for gaining employment was also very important.  Building girls’ confidence and skills was vital;
· The private sector could play an important role in terms of helping to ensure school curriculum helped to prepare girls for gaining employment and through sponsoring and partnering to ensure girls completed their education;
· Engaging communities was key: however this needed to be done in a way which helped to build their confidence that changing practices would bring positive change, rather than simply telling communities current practices were wrong.

