A5 	Prevention and Safeguarding: Protecting Those at Risk
This spotlight explored what can be done to safeguard girls who are at risk or have already undergone either Child Early and Forced Marriage or Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting. FGM/C and CEFM are forms of child abuse and we must work to re-categorise them from traditional to harmful practices. The speakers highlighted examples of safeguarding through legal measures, civil protection orders, community surveillance, by-laws and interventions through social services. There is no single solution; it is only through our partnerships, coordination and collective action that we will stop FGM/C and CEFM.
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Moderator: Ikenna Azuike

Marta Santos Pais UN Special Representative for the Secretary General on Violence against Children opened the Spotlight with a reminder that we should be inspired by the millions of girls affected and moved by the visions they share. Everyone must join hands to do more in the following areas:
1. Legislation, but not necessarily criminalisation
2. Birth Registration
3. Integration
What happens with the children of forced marriages? What happens to the property? Does a mother keep the father’s name? Do the children? Is there a possibility to return to school? Is there a choice?

Stella Nkrumah-Ababio, West Africa Region Child Protection Advisor for World Vision Sierra Leone, spoke about the DFID funded project Empowering Communities for Increased Protection of Children. We heard about a set of community by-laws that were passed in 2013 by two chiefs. The by-laws and associated fines resulted in cutters’ involvement in Mothers’ clubs who reported there had been no cases of FGM/C in the past year and that girl’s attendance at the school had increased. More chiefs have since publicly denounced FGM/C. Lessons from the project include:

1. Encourage traditional leaders to have a seat in Parliament
2. Introduce Mothers’ Clubs for mothers and children
3. Ensure community ownership and adherence by legislating through community by-laws
4. Peer to peer learning and influence is critical for both traditional leaders and Mothers’ clubs
5. Mobilise commitments from as many traditional leaders as possible to lobby parliament
Dr Emma McClaren Head of the UK’s Forced Marriage Unit (FMU). The unit is unique in bringing together the work of two different government departments to provide a response to the challenges presented by forced marriage both at home and overseas. The unit offers a range of responses, from issuing secret mobile phones, emergency travel documents and assisting returns, to running hundreds of outreach events each year and running a helpline for victims seeking advice. Importantly, the FMU works in partnership with others to manage risk and to support and assist those forced into marriage.
Anne-Marie Hutchinson OBE Partner, Dawson Cornwall outlined the details of the UK Forced Marriage Civil Protection Orders (FMPO). The Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Act 2007 came into force on 25 November 2008. It offers a civil remedy, known as a forced marriage protection order, to protect victims or potential victims of forced marriage, and those already in a forced marriage. Anne-Marie advocated that a similar piece of Civil Protection Order be developed to protect girls from FGM/C. Below are answer to questions practitioners or community members may have about FMPOs:
What evidence do you need to issue an FMPO? 
The level of proof needed is on the balance of probabilities – a disclosure is probably enough.
Who can apply for an FMPO? 
It could be the victim, a sister, a brother, a relative, a teacher, the social services, police or an NGO.
Who is an FMPO directed at? 
Not just the immediate perpetrators, but anyone who is involved could be a defendant.
How long does an FMPO last? 
The order can last a lifetime, but will not affect future marriages. It can also help to change a name or national insurance number in order to protect people affected not just now, but in the future.
Nafissatou J. Diop Coordinator of the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on FGM/C: Accelerating change. It is the world’s largest programme promoting the abandonment of FGM/C within one generation, a goal adopted by DFID! The programme was established in 2007 and initially included 15 countries in West and East Africa and North Africa with the recent addition of Yemen and Nigeria. Best practice examples across 17 countries include:
· Community surveillance system, Kenya – In the Miru Community the elders have decided it is a harmful practice and traditional social surveillance mechanisms act to make pledges a reality.
· Born Saleema, Sudan – a programme to intervene at birth where all the women who are delivering new-borns are given counselling and are informed of the implications of FGM/C.
Keith Niven Detective Chief Superintendent, Head of the Sexual Offences, Exploitation and Child Abuse Command (SOECA) of the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) gave reflections on Operation Limelight, an innovative, collaborative initiative by SOECA, MPS Aviation Security, UK Border Force, the National Crime Agency and survivors of FGM, to tackle the practice. Operation Limelight works to intercept families on outbound and inbound flights from priority countries such as Sierra Leone and inform parents of the legal and health implications of both FGM/C and CEFM. Contrary to what we might think, not everyone knows that these practices are illegal. Reporting of instances has increased across the board and there have been 12 arrests. The number of referrals from services has also increased in successive years from 26 in 2012 to 69 in 2013 with 43 in 2014 so far. We must do more.

Question and Answer Session
Q: From my understanding there has been just one prosecution for FGM/C, how can this be so?
A: Keith- FGM/C has been illegal in the UK since 1985. The law changed in 2003 because we used to require an individual to provide evidence against their parents but this is no longer the case. We want people to come forward from the community, anonymously, and tell the police who the cutters are. 

Q: Alfred Williams (Youth Panel)- Do you think that by conducting this summit we will put an end to this problem? If governments fail to enact laws, like in my country Sierra Leone, what will you do?
A: Emma – We don’t’ expect one summit to solve anything, but we expect it to be one tiny piece of a very large jigsaw. We cannot expect things to change overnight it is about small steps from everyone; governments, NGOs and communities. 
A: Nafissatou – Today we have 44 countries with legislation against FGM. In Africa, only 22 countries have legislation. In countries such as Mali or Mauritania with no legislation CSO’s are working on national plans of action that are funded in part by the government. There are a lot of things going on.

Q: I don’t agree with Keith that you should go for the cutters. I think you should go after parents.
A: Ann-Marie - I want a civil statute to come out of this summit about FGM (along the lines of the forced marriage statute). People will not come out to say I want my parents to be prosecuted, but they will come forward and say they want to be protected.
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Q: FGM/C is increasing in the Middle East (Iraq) why is it not included in their UNFPA programme?
A: Nafissatou– FGM/C is a problem in many countries eg. Indonesia, Iran. But it is an issue of funding and resources. We are not been able to cover the countries we are currently working in. This is why this summit is important because we advocate that there should be more funds allocated for FGM.

Statement: Margaret (Kenyan High Commission)- Kenyan women from the Masai community, went in their hundreds and said they wanted FGM to be done to them. We are focussing on the issues, rather than the benefits that will come about if we do not do it. I am a survivor.

Q: Peter – In Ghana policies are not implemented. Money should go directly through FGM/C NGOs.
A: Stella– I agree, we should mobilise community people themselves. Once they are mobilised, they will find a way to tell their politicians what to do. We need to work with faith communities, children, organise a critical mass that will do advocacy at all levels towards the duty bearers. 

Q: I don’t think you’ll get much luck through the criminal system as families won’t accept girls back.
A: Anne-Marie – Many young girls, and boys, live back within their families under the protection orders. Some families like to have the order, as they can say to relatives, it is not our fault. 
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