A5 Prevention and Safeguarding: Protecting Those at Risk 
 Where / when: Room 2.01 / morning

[image: ]		This spotlight explores what can be done to safeguard girls who are at risk of child, early and forced marriage or FGM, or who have already undergone one of these practices. Focusing on the roles that both communities and agencies can play, it showcases examples of programmes, tools and partnerships which can be used to help protect girls in a range of different contexts. 



Introduction: Marta Santos Pais UN Special Representative for the Secretary General on Violence against 
Children 




Moderator: Ikenna Azuike is a former lawyer and the founder What's Up Africa, a provocative, entertaining internet programme about African news, initiatives and people. He a satirical news and pop-culture show about AfricaHeHe is also the founder of Strawberry Earth, a foundation devoted to promoting awareness about sustainability.





	Stella Nkrumah-Ababio West Africa Region Child Protection Advisor, World Vision 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Child protection initiatives, Sierra Leone, with insights from Nepal

Stella Nkrumah-Ababio is World Vision West Africa’s Regional Child Protection and Child Focus Advisor, West Africa based in Sierra Leone.  In 2011 World Vision Sierra Leone began their programme Empowering Communities for Increased Protection of Children.  The goal was to empower communities to increase protection of their most vulnerable children. Using a child and community centred child protection assessment tool, children and communities identified and prioritised issues of teenage pregnancy, female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) and child marriage. The project was based on these priorities, understanding root causes, and identifying gaps and opportunities in formal and informal child protection systems. Children’s involvement, through children’s clubs, has been an important aspect of the project. As a direct result of advocacy from the children’s clubs, chiefdom by-laws have been introduced prohibiting parents & guardians from arranging child, early and forced marriage for their children and subjecting them to FGM/C below 18 years of age. The work has also drawn on community facilitative processes to sensitize and mobilise religious leaders to use their role in communities to tackle child protection issues. Early indications of impact note an increase in the number of girls and boys who report living free from violence, abuse and exploitation over the past year. In the discussion, Stella can also highlight other examples of World Vision’s child protection programming.
 

	Dr Emma McLaren Joint Head, Forced Marriage Unit, Home Office and Foreign and Commonwealth Office
The Forced Marriage Unit, Government of the United Kingdom 

Emma McLaren is joint head of the UK’s Forced Marriage Unit (FMU). The FMU is a joint Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Home Office initiative which lead on the UK government’s forced marriage casework, outreach and policy. The FMU operates both in UK, where support is provided to any individual, and overseas, where consular assistance is provided to British nationals and dual nationals. The FMU operates a public helpline providing advice and support to victims of forced marriage as well as to professionals dealing with cases. Assistance provided ranges from safety advice, through to aiding a victim in order to prevent their unwanted spouse moving to the UK, and in extreme cases, to rescues of victims held against their will overseas. Working in partnership with UK agencies and non-governmental organisations to safeguard those at risk is crucial to the work of the FMU. The unit funds the NGO Southall Black Sisters to provide a service to victims of forced marriage who have been repatriated to the UK and each year the unit also offers project funding to several NGOs within the UK undertaking work to tackle forced marriage. The team also deliver approximately 100 outreach events per year, targeting both professionals and communities.
Anne-Marie Hutchinson OBE Partner, Dawson Cornwell
Force Marriage Civil Protection Orders, UK

Lawyer Anne-Marie Hutchinson OBE of Dawson-Cornwell Solicitors specialises in domestic and international family law and the international movement of children. Anne-Marie will share her experiences of Forced Marriage Protection Orders (FMPOs) in the UK, looking at lessons learned from using FMPOs in a range of scenarios. The Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Act 2007 came into force on 25 November 2008. It offers a civil remedy, known as a forced marriage protection order, to protect victims or potential victims of forced marriage, and those already in a forced marriage. Orders can include forbidding a person to be taken overseas, or ordering that they be returned to the UK. They can be directed to a wide range of perpetrators, including those overseas.  The FMPO process is often used alongside other protective measures, especially where the victim is a child or vulnerable adult. FMPOs are focused on the protection and restoration of the victim and will continue to be used alongside new legislation which criminalises forced marriage. Scenarios will be used to illustrate the interaction of FMPOs with other protection processes, including partnership working between the Police, Social Services, the Forced Marriage Unit, Her Majesty’s Passport Office, NGOs and the court. Restorative measures, declarations of non-valid marriage and nullity, will also be explained.


	Nafissatou  Diop Co-ordinator, UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on FGM/C
Service delivery for prevention, protection and response to FGM, Africa 
Nafissatou Diop is the coordinator of the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C): Accelerating change, the world’s largest programme promoting the abandonment of FGM/C within one generation. This Joint Programme started in 2008 and is currently implemented in 17 countries in Africa and the Middle East. While strategically leveraging social dynamics in favour of abandonment, the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme provides a solid framework for reaching both rights holders and duty bearers – maintaining focus on girls and women, while engaging Governments, civil society and other parties that have the responsibility to eliminate FGM/C. Ensuring prevention, protection and care for girls and women, recognizing their potential, and empowering their aspirations is fundamental. Also at the core of the Programme is a social norms perspective, therefore its major focus is to revisit the core values of cultures and re-write the script about how those values are expressed in practice. FGM/C is thus re-categorized from cultural tradition to harmful practice that does not correspond to the culture’s core value of protection and wellbeing for daughters. Educational activities on human rights and health, community dialogues, inter-community exchanges and facilitating public declarations are key elements. Evaluation confirmed that the Joint Programme has stimulated an acceleration of change at the community, national, regional and global levels.


	Keith Niven Detective Chief Superintendent, Metropolitan Police, London
Operation Limelight/Community Engagement FGM Conference, UK

Detective Chief Superintendent Keith Niven is head of the Sexual Offences, Exploitation and Child Abuse Command (SOECA) of the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS). Operation Limelight is an innovative, collaborative initiative by SOECA, MPS Aviation Security, UK Border Force, the National Crime Agency and survivors of FGM, to tackle the practice. This overt, pro-active airside initiative operates from London Heathrow Airport. Inbound and outbound flights where there is a high prevalence of FGM are specifically targeted. The objective is to gather and act upon intelligence on suspected offenders who may have taken young girls out of the UK for the purpose of FGM and are returning with them, or are intending to do so. Families are approached and questioned, with the assistance of survivors, and efforts are made to safeguard any children involved. There have been several deployments to date, the last of which was part of the first national Week of Action which involved participation from six other police forces. Operation Limelight has resulted in five arrests with cases still under investigation, education of passengers on the health risks and legal implications of FGM and widespread awareness-raising beyond the targeted flights. Brief insights from the Metropolitan Police’s community engagement conference on FGM will also be offered. 
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