B6 Moving up the Agenda: Public and Political
 Where / when: Room G.02 / afternoon

[image: ]		An exchange of experiences in getting FGM and CEFM onto the agenda and building public and political support to end these harmful practices.  Lessons will range from local to international action, highlighting a range of approaches from networks and coalitions to campaigns and the media.  Discussion will focus on key elements that have contributed to success, how to capture more attention and create more pressure, and challenges in keeping FGM and CEFM high on the agenda.





Introduction: Linus Awute Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Health, Government of Nigeria







Moderator: Saroja Coehlo Radio Editor and Presenter




	Magreth Kibasa Children’s Dignity Forum, Tanzania 
Mobilizing Actions to Safeguard the Rights of Girls against FGM and Child Marriage 

Magreth was born in 1994 in Tarime in Tanzania, an area known for practicing FGM.  She was married at 12 and has two children; her first was born when she was 13.  Magreth managed to escape marriage.  She joined a Children’s Dignity Forum (CDF) Girl’s Club and was trained on a range of issues including her rights, the effects of FGM and income generating activities.  She became a peer educator for other girl’s and with CDF’s support, went back to secondary school.  Magreth is now Chairperson of Tunaweza Girls Network.  The network was established following a CDF research project to better understand the problem of child marriage.  It involved peer research, confidence building training (through photography, drama, art and dance) and economic and business skills training. The Tunaweza network has more than 110 girls committed to creating awareness of the effects of FGM, Child Marriage and Child Pregnancy.  

CDF is a child rights based organization.  Its work is focused on child marriage, child pregnancy and FGM, child protection and child participation.  CDF works on these through: community dialogue and consultative meetings and workshops; capacity building and empowerment trainings; awareness raising campaigns; media advocacy through radio and TV; research, publications and documentation of best practices; and service provision which involves helping young mothers to start income generating activities.  See the CDF website for more information including a documentary on child marriage and FGM: http://www.cdftz.org/ 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]John Chua Associate Professor of Communications at Richmond University, Producer and Editorial Adviser at Wadi
Power of Activists: Citizen Journalism and the Fight to End FGM in several Asian countries

John is a trainer of citizen journalists who has taught at universities in the United States, Russia and England.  He trained activists and journalists in Iraq from 2009 to 2011.  More recently he has worked with Guardian media and BBC Arabic to expose FGM in Iraq.  Through his work in Iraq, he joined Wadi.  

Wadi is a German-Iraqi NGO engaged in providing humanitarian assistance, clean water, women’s shelters, medical support and other services in northern Iraq.  Wadi created and leads a network of activists throughout the Middle-East and Asia working to end FGM.   It is expanding its use of citizen journalism beyond Iraq to eradicate FGM in other countries, including Malaysia, Iran, Indonesia and Oman.  For more information about Wadi’s Mideast campaign see their website here: http://www.stopfgmmideast.org/  To see the full Guardian / BBC documentary which John produced: http://www.theguardian.com/society/video/2013/oct/24/fgm-film-changed-the-law-kurdistan-video   

	Dr Albino Francisco Executive Director, National Coalition to Eliminate Child Marriage
Advocacy to place Child Marriage on the national political agenda, Mozambique

Albino has worked in the civil society sector in Mozambique for the last decade, focused on policy advocacy and strengthening Civil Society capacity to participate in policy dialogue for development.  He is currently Executive Director of the Civil Society Forum for Child Rights (ROSC).  The forum brings together more than 100 national and international NGOs to promote and protect the rights of children in Mozambique.  Albino is also Coordinator of the National Coalition to End Child Marriage.   

The National Coalition was established in 2012 to galvanize national commitment at the highest levels to eliminate child marriage, promoting a national debate and advocacy efforts around child marriage in Mozambique.  Members are national and international civil society organizations, working closely with the UN, bilateral agencies, government and other relevant actors.  The Coalition works to include child marriage issues within the governance process and for implementation of policies for the fulfilment of the rights of the child, focused on child marriage.  The Coalition develops advocacy actions jointly with its partners, based on the evidence.  It is heavily involved in the design of the National Strategy to Prevent and Eliminate Child Marriage led by the Ministry of Women and Social Action.  An example of the coalition’s use of the media for advocacy is the video (produced by Magnum Photography in partnership with UNICEF) on child rights in Mozambique: “Too Young to Marry” http://www.rights.org.mz/stories-protection-video.html


	Elise Petitpas Advocacy Officer, Amnesty International
END FGM European Campaign 

Elise has worked for the END FGM European Campaign of Amnesty International since 2010.  As the Advocacy Officer, she monitors developments at the European institutions on gender-based violence and FGM.  She ensures that the European Union (EU) develops relevant instruments on both issues and adequately implements its legislation and policies. 

The END FGM European Campaign started in 2009 as a partnership between Amnesty International and community-based and women’s rights NGOs in the EU.  It aims to place FGM high on the EU agenda and echo the voices of affected women and girls. The Campaign developed a “Strategy for the European Union” as a result of which the European Commission adopted a Communication “Towards the elimination of FGM” in 2013.  The Campaign also provides a platform for partner NGOs to exchange good practices and build their capacities to advocate at EU level.  To further the work and continue after the Campaign ends, the END FGM European Network was created in May 2014.  It brings together 11 NGOs based in the EU to ensure FGM remains high on the European agenda and that commitments to end FGM are implemented in Europe and beyond.  For more information see their website here: http://www.endfgm.eu

	Naz Ahmed and Lisa Zimmermann Student and Teacher, The City Academy Bristol/Integrate Bristol
From Bristol schools to national media and government ministers, UK

Lisa Zimmerman is a teacher at City Academy in Bristol.  She grew up in the USA, Iran, France and the UK, and has lived and worked in many countries.  Lisa founded Integrate Bristol in 2008 due to her frustration at the lack of an effective policy and action around gender inequality, FGM and gender-based violence.  Since then, she has managed a huge range of projects and the group of young people she works with have become an articulate and powerful force for change.

Naz Ahmed is currently studying for her A levels.  Since working with Integrate Bristol, she has played a major role in creative and educational projects and been fully involved in the campaign to end FGM and gender inequality.  As well as taking on one of the main parts in the stage drama My Normal Life, she has presented a BBC Inside Out documentary about FGM, has delivered numerous FGM awareness sessions in schools and colleges and spoken at conferences.  She was also the rapper in Buckle Up and #UseYourHead, Integrate Bristol's new music video. 

Integrate Bristol is a charity that works with young people and also campaigns to end FGM and violence against women and girls. Starting with four terrified girls writing poetry about FGM, it has grown from strength to strength and now has well over 100 members.  Using a youth-led, creative and educational approach, the charity empowers young people to challenge, speak out against and campaign for change around issues that affect them.  For more information see their website here: http://integratebristol.org.uk/
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