A3 Faith Forward: the Role of Faith Communities and Leaders in Addressing FGM and Child, Early and Forced Marriage
 Where / when: Room 1.06 / morning

[image: ]		This spotlight will discuss initiatives with faith and community leaders who support efforts to end FGM and child, early and forced marriage.   Lessons will be shared from inter-faith dialogue and from coalition building with wider non-faith groups to outline areas for future action including joint statements, campaigns and by connecting local and international faith communities. The Discussion will cover: 
· Building coalitions with faith and community leaders at the grass roots.
· Working with faith and community leaders in challenging contexts.
· Using traditional networks and new media to engage audiences.
· Engaging a global community of faith leaders.







Introduction: Ms Amina Sheikh Mohamed First Lady of Somaliland



[bookmark: _GoBack]Moderator: Saroja Coehlo Radio Editor and Presenter



	Reverend Dr Medad Birungi Zinomuhangi President and Founder, World Shine Ministries
Empowering Local Communities to end FGM, Uganda 

President and Founder of World Shine Ministries. He also founded the Public Integrity Research Consultancy Organization. He is a senior lecturer in Development Ethics at Kyambogo University. He also holds a PhD in Leadership Ethics and Integrity, Master of Theology and degree in Education. 

In Uganda, World Shine Ministries have worked with teachers to help identify and support girls affected by FGM.  Teachers are also provided with training and resources to reach out to parents and community leaders to address FGM within their communities.  World Shine Ministries also works to unite local government, police, education, health care and civil society leaders in remote districts to improve the status of girls and women and tackle FGM.  

http://worldshine.org/                                                                                              http://28toomany.org/countries/uganda/ 


	Professor Gamal Serour Professor and Director of the International Islamic Center for Population Studies and Research at Al-Azhar University
Religious leaders and community advocators at the forefront of combatting FGM, Egypt

Director of the International Islamic Center for Population Studies and Research at Al-Azhar University.  He is a professor Of Obstetrics and Gynaecology.  FRCOG, FRCS, FACOG, FSOGC, FJSOG (Hon.) 

In Egypt, the Al Azhar University (founded in 1961) and the Al Azhar Mosque have worked together to help faith leaders across the world understand how science and medical evidence relate to ideology and doctrine.   They have also worked as part of a wider multi-faith coalition with Egypt’s Coptic Christian community and UNICEF to challenge misconceptions on FGM across many communities. Report: Female Circumcision - Between the Misconception of Science and the Misunderstood Doctrine:
http://www.unicef.org/egypt/Final_English_FGM_summary(1).pdf
http://www.azhar.edu.eg/ 

	Rebecca Mahlunge Programme Manager, HIVOS
Multi-actor initiative to tackle child marriage, Malawi

Regional Programme Officer, Gender, Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights and HIV/AIDS for the Southern Arica region at Hivos. She has worked in Malawi for the last 9 months on the Child Marriage programme.  She is a qualified nurse, with an MSc in Public Health and an MBA.

In Malawi, where nearly 50% of girls are married before the age of 15, Hivos supports a multi- actor coalition to tackle child marriage.  At national level the project works with leaders and the Ministries of Women and Youth to establish an agreed framework.  At the local level Hivos partners with community based organisations in 7 districts to support change. The programme seeks both legislative and behavioral change.

http://www.hivos.org/


	Shahin Ashraf Muslim Chaplain and National Network Coordinator for the Muslim Women’s Network UK
Working with faith leaders to address FGM and forced marriage in the UK 

National network coordinator at the UK Muslim Women’s Network, she is a trained counsellor and a Muslim Chaplain at the University of Birmingham.

The UK Muslim Women’s Network provides advice to government on issues relating to Muslim women including on forced marriage and FGM.  The network has organised several events on forced marriage and has collaborated with the Muslim Institute and Scholars to develop a model Muslim marriage contract which includes information about Muslim family laws, jurisprudence and Sharia; and civil marriage. 

http://www.mwnuk.co.uk
http://www.muslimmarriagecontract.org/ 


	Dr Ann-Marie Wilson Executive Director, 28 Too Many
The role of inter-faith dialogue in working to end FGM in the UK and internationally

Chief Executive of 28 Too Many, a charity addressing FGM. She is a qualified Psychologist and training consultant.

28 Too Many provides research and advocacy resources to address FGM in the 28 African countries where it is practiced. In the UK 28 Too Many advocates to government for action to address FGM and has been actively involved in a new declaration signed by over 350 faith leaders who have spoken out again forced marriage and FGM. 

http://www.28toomany.org 
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