A6 Supporting and Empowering Those Affected by FGM and Child, Early and Forced Marriage 
 Where / when: Room G.02 / morning

[image: ]		This spotlight discusses the different types of services that we must ensure people affected by FGM and child, early and forced marriage have access to, highlighting the importance of providing a holistic package of support. The spotlight will showcase initiatives which provide medical, counselling and advocacy support, and programmes dedicated to supporting the needs of married girls. This spotlight will hear others’ experiences and discuss what we can learn from them.



Introduction: Leyla Hussein Activist and Founder of Daughters of Eve and Dahlia Project

Leyla co-founded Daughters Of Eve, who are working to protect girls and young women at risk from FGM. She also advises the UK-wide Tackling FGM Initiative, has worked as a consultant for the international End FGM Social Change Campaign and is the Chief Executive of Hawa’s Haven. Leyla Hussein is also a community facilitator at Manor Gardens, where she now runs Dahlia Project which she has set up in 2013, which is the only counselling service for FGM survivors in the UK. Her documentary “The Cruel Cut” with Channel 4 on FGM in the UK was nominated for a Bafta in 2014. She is a trained Psychotherapist and a multi-award campaigner on FGM and gender rights.











Moderator: Susan Bookbinder 

Susan Bookbinder is a journalist, broadcaster, columnist and media consultant who has written about and campaigned to bring FGM to the national and political agenda in Britain for many years.  She has constantly fought for coverage during her work as a presenter and correspondent at BBC, ITV, Sky News and C4.  Susan is proud to have worked alongside the Royal College of Midwives, Royal College of Nursing, Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists and Metropolitan Police to bring FGM to the nation’s conscience.










	Isobel Shirlaw Head of Justice Initiatives, Refuge
Violence Against Women and Girls: Seeing the Whole Picture, UK 

Isobel Shirlaw is the head of Refuge’s Justice Initiatives team. She leads on Refuge’s work with criminal justice agencies; liaison with international partners; and Refuge’s domestic homicide programme. She is responsible for the development of high quality services for victims of domestic violence and other forms of gender-based violence across the UK. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Isobel will be speaking about the importance of providing the highest quality support to survivors of FGM, forced marriage and other forms of gender-based violence. She will talk about the importance of listening to women and children and of providing bespoke services that have been tailored to meet the specific needs of each individual survivor. She will draw upon lessons learned over Refuge’s forty-three years’ experience, and of the importance of amplifying the voices of survivors on the global stage in order to effect enduring change. 


	Dr Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli Department for Reproductive Health and Research, World Health Organisation (WHO)
Married girls’ need for and access to health services, Global

Dr. Chandra-Mouli specialises in Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health in the WHO’s Department of Reproductive Health and Research. Prior to joining WHO, he worked as a primary health care provider, HIV prevention and care project coordinator and did a two-year stint in the Global Programme on AIDS. One key focus of his work is preventing early pregnancy and poor reproductive outcomes in adolescents in low and middle income countries, many of whom are child brides.


	Jasvinder Sanghera CBE Chief Executive and Founder, Karma Nirvana
Support to victims of forced marriage, UK 

Jasvinder is a survivor of a forced marriage & founder of Karma Nirvana - now a leading national charity hosting the only national dedicated Helpline supporting victims and professionals in the UK. Jasvinder is a leading expert advisor to the courts and a national and international leading expert advocating issues of forced marriages and honour based abuse across various sectors, including Government departments. Jasvinder also has written three books based upon her personal experiences with bestseller ‘Shame’. Jasvinder Sanghera will talk about Karma Nirvana’s National helpline, dedicated for victims of forced marriage and honour based violence. Receiving in the region of 750 call every month, the charity provides specialist support and assistance to victims and professionals. Jasvinder will speak about their mission as a charity and the range of callers seeking support. 


	Dr Edna Adan Ismail Founder and CEO, Edna Adan Maternity Hospital and Chancellor, Edna Adan University
Improving maternal health care and working to end FGM, Somaliland
In 1965, Edna was appointed by WHO to train midwives in Libya but returned home when her husband became Prime Minister of Somalia in 1967-1969 and served as her country’s First Lady. She built and opened the ‘Edna Adan Hospital’ in 2002 in her home country, Somaliland. In 2012, Edna opened the Edna Adan University which trains Nurses, Midwives, Laboratory Technicians, Pharmacists, Anaesthetists and Public Health students. Edna will speak about the complications of FGM and the work she has done at Edna Adan Hospital in the last 10 years.

	Juliet Albert Specialist FGM Midwife, Queen Charlotte’s and Chelsea Hospital (Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust), London 
The work of the community-based Acton Africa Well Women Clinic, UK

Juliet Albert is the Specialist FGM Midwife at Queen Charlotte’s & Chelsea Hospital, part of Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust.  She set up and has run the Queen Charlotte’s FGM clinic since 2003. She also established, and is Project Lead for a community-based clinic, the Acton African Well Woman Clinic. Juliet will talk about the work of Acton African Well Woman Clinic. It is a pioneering midwifery-led clinic where deinfibulation is carried out using local anaesthetic in a small GP surgery in Acton. Juliet would like to show a video of the advert that they made for Somali satellite TV, and talk about the range of women that come in to her clinic.

	Doris Bartel Senior Director of Gender and Empowerment, CARE USA
TESFA (Towards Improved Economic and Sexual & Reproductive Health Outcomes for Adolescent Girls), Ethiopia

Doris Bartel is the Senior Director of the Gender and Empowerment Unit at CARE USA. She is an international development specialist and expert in gender integration, with over 24 years of programming, clinical health services and research and management experience. Doris is a certified Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner with a background in community development, conflict mitigation, and reproductive health and rights.  In the TESFA project (Towards Improved Economic and Sexual & Reproductive Health Outcomes for Adolescent Girls) in the Amhara region of Ethiopia, CARE worked with over 5000 married, divorced or widowed adolescent girls over a 3 year period to address the unique needs and rights of married girls. The results showed significant improvements in health, economic and social outcomes, along with community-led changes in social norms about early and forced marriage. Lessons from working directly with married girls will be shared with the session participants.
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