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UK Government Decontamination Service Remit 
 

1. Role in preparing for a crisis – core functions: 
 
1.1 Establish and maintain a Framework of contractors (specialist suppliers) which, in the 

event of a CBRN1 or major HAZMAT2 incident, and using a call-off contract 
mechanism, can offer appropriate remediation or decontamination-related services 
(including sampling and monitoring, and waste management services to facilitate 
decontamination) for the built and open environment and transport assets, including 
critical national infrastructure.    

 
1.2 To establish and maintain a programme of work to test, exercise and evaluate GDS 

and GDS Framework capability against likely service requirement based on the 
appropriate government policies and materials, using national and international 
technical information as appropriate. 

 
1.3 To catalogue known Framework capability and identify any capability gaps; establish 

a mechanism for collating non-Framework decontamination capability; and explore 
alternative solutions to Framework capability gaps.  

 
1.4 Provision of advice and briefing on Framework capability and capacity3, and written 

guidance on associated remediation/decontamination issues to departments, 
devolved administrations, and responsible authorities. 

 
1.5 To participate in the work of the Home Office CBRN Strategic Programme in 

identifying, prioritising, and, as necessary, managing decontamination-related 
research projects. 

  
1.6 To build up a library of the relevant knowledge (including reference material) and 

experience available to GDS, drawing on national and international information, 
which can be used by its officers, and others, to support the development of the 
Framework and wider remediation work. 

 
1.7 Maintaining a Duty Officer role. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 CBRN – a deliberate act involving Chemical, Biological, Radioactive or Nuclear materials. 

2
 Major HAZMAT – an accident, regardless of scale, involving Chemical, Biological, Radioactive or 

Nuclear materials where the incident is in excess of local capability and/or knowledge and authorities 
request GDS services. 
3
 Where appropriate and subject to appropriate security restrictions. 
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2. In the event of a CBRN or major HAZMAT incident (operational functions): 
 
2.1  Act as expert advisors on the capability and capacity of the GDS Framework 

contractors, their services and, where relevant, the different remediation or 
decontamination methodologies and technologies available through the Framework; 

 
2.2 To provide expert/scientific advice as necessary to relevant groups, including the 

STAC and Recovery Co-ordination Group, on the consequences of the 
decontamination techniques used by the framework contractors, and on their 
capability/capacity and operating procedures to inform the consequence 
management strategy. 

 
2.3  Help the lead responsible authority (or “Agent”) access the most appropriate 

Framework services in order to ensure the efficient, effective and timely 
decontamination/remediation work is carried out.  And to assist them in being an 
intelligent customer when setting up the appropriate contract or contracts; 

 
2.4 Facilitate the liaison between the responsible authority and the contractor(s) 

throughout the duration of the contract.  
 
2.5 Signposting alternative options where Framework services have reached capacity, or 

where the decontamination service necessary does not require the level of capability 
available through the Framework.  

 
2.6 Providing, where required, appropriate briefing and assistance to central government 

(including direct to the relevant Minister through the Lead Government Department) 
on decontamination-related matters including capability and capacity of Framework 
contractors and other known remediation or decontamination capability.  

 
 


