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Foot and Mouth Disease in Tunisia 
Preliminary Outbreak Assessment 
 
Note: Defra’s International Disease Monitoring (IDM) monitors outbreaks of high impact 
diseases around the world. Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) is among those diseases of 
major concern. 

 

1 Disease Report  

Tunisian Authorities have reported 26 outbreaks of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 

serotype O in cattle and sheep in several regions (OIE, 2014; see Map).  

This is the first report of FMD since 1999 in Tunisia. Annual vaccination is carried out 
as part of the OIE Official Control Programme, and the programme includes 
vaccination against type O. Disease control measures are in place. According to the 
report, the source of disease is illegal movement of animals.  
 

 
 

2 Situation Assessment 

According to the World Reference Laboratory for FMD (Pirbright Institute, 2013), 

there have been several incursions into the Middle East and North Africa of FMD O 

ME-SA [India 2001 strain] from South Asia in the last year or so. The viruses in Libya 

and Saudi Arabia are closely related to these strains and have been given the 

lineage nomenclature of KAR-13. Although the actual strain present in Tunisia has 

not been reported yet, it is quite possible to be a similar or related strain, but it will be 
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important to understand whether these were unvaccinated animals or if there has 

been vaccine failure. 

There is no legal trade from Tunisia to the EU in live animals or products of animal 

origin from livestock species susceptible to FMD. Illegal trade of products of animal 

origin from North Africa into Southern Europe or beyond is difficult to quantify but 

given the political situation and the proximity to Europe, it is quite likely to occur from 

the region as a whole. While illegal trade in live animals from the region into the EU 

is thought to be unlikely, it cannot entirely be ruled out. Fomite transmission from 

regions with high levels of infection on trucks or people who have visited livestock in 

the region equally should not be discounted. 

3 Conclusions 

Although these outbreaks do not currently represent an increase in risk to the EU 

from legal trade, we consider there is an overall low risk of introduction of disease 

from any affected region in the world and that the Middle East and North Africa 

currently merit enhanced support and vigilance.  

The OIE, FAO and the European Commission for FMD (EUFMD) are active in the 

North Africa and Middle East region, providing support through the Mediterranean 

Animal Health Network (REMESA) to North Africa for FMD (FAO, 2013). 

The risk from illegal imports is difficult to quantify but would be valid for any currently 

affected region in the world, including North Africa. 

We will continue to monitor the situation and remind livestock keepers of the 

importance of maintaining strict on-farm biosecurity, compliance with the swill feeding 

ban and reporting all suspicions of notifiable disease promptly. 
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