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Swine Fever in domestic pigs and wild boar in 

Latvia  
Preliminary Outbreak Assessment 

Note: Defra’s International Disease Monitoring (IDM) monitors outbreaks of high impact 

diseases around the world. Both African (ASF) and Classical Swine Fevers (CSF) are 

among those diseases of major concern. 

1. Disease Report 

The Latvian Authorities have reported for the first time, two cases of African Swine 

Fever (ASF) in wild boar found dead in Dagdas and Kraslavas regions and an 

outbreak in domestic (backyard) pigs also in Kraslavas, where three pigs were 

present. There was an initial clinical suspicion of disease, samples were taken which 

tested positive and the pigs were culled. The wild boar cases and the backyard 

outbreak are at least 20km apart.  

 

All the reports were from within the control zone currently in place for Classical 

Swine Fever (CSF), in which Latvia has also reported an additional case of CSF in 

wild boar in Kraslavas and one in Balvi region (See map below). Samples are taken 

and tested for both ASF and 

CSF from any wild boar found 

dead or shot within these 

control zones and where any 

clinical signs in domestic pigs 

are reported. It is within the 

remit for these measures that 

these incidents have been 

identified.  

 

Disease control measures 

were already in place for 

control of swine fever, which 

include culling, management 

of the wild boar population, and movement controls in line with EU legislation; 

additional safeguard measures will be put in place, similar to those present in 

Lithuania and Poland for ASF control. 

 

This is the third country in the EU to report ASF as a result of spread from Eastern 

Europe where disease is endemic since being introduced in 2007.  
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2. Situation Assessment 

The Latvian Authorities are undertaking increased passive surveillance of wild boar 

and domestic pigs as part of its control programme for CSF, in which samples are 

always additionally tested for ASF. In February 2014, Latvia reported to the Standing 

Committee for the Food Chain and Animal Health (SCoFCAH; European 

Commission, 2014) on their additional protective measures. Two large control zones 

are in place to cover the border with Belarus and that with Russia. Within these 

zones, enforcement of cleansing and disinfection (C&D) for all returning livestock 

vehicles, compulsory disinfection of animal and feed trucks, disinfection of footwear 

and vehicle wheels for all people entering at the main border crossings and checks 

on passenger luggage are all carried out.  

 

The seasonal pattern of cases of ASF in wild boar is usually slightly different to that 

in domestic pigs, with cases being recorded from November to February (peaking in 

December) and then a second peak occurring in May – June (FAO, 2013). While 

Russia continues to report cases this month in wild boar, with occasional spill-over 

into the domestic pig population, still there is no information from Belarus as to how 

widespread the disease is in their wild boar and domestic pig populations. Clearly 

without such information, it is exceedingly difficult for a border state to take 

appropriate action to control the spread of disease.  

 

Latvia is approved for the trade in live pigs and products of animal origin. According 

to TRACES, the EU trade notification system, there have been no recorded 

consignments of live pigs destined for the UK from Latvia. Generally, products of 

animal origin for trade within the EU are not recorded in TRACES.   

 

3. Conclusions 

It should be emphasised that the infected domestic pigs are from a backyard herd of 

only three animals and all were culled. There is no evidence of disease in the 

commercial pig sector in Latvia, Poland or Lithuania where wild boar cases have 

also been reported.  

This is the third EU Member States to report introduction of ASF from neighbouring 

Eastern European countries, most likely as a result of movement of wild boar from 

affected regions in Belarus. Wild boar are notoriously difficult to control and therefore 

it is important to maintain vigilance of movement of livestock, transport, workers 

around and out of the region and entering pig farms.  The quantification of risk from 

illegal trade is difficult to measure and we therefore consider there is a constant low 

risk of introducing various exotic animal diseases into an uninfected area through the 

illegal trade of infected meat or contaminated products / fomites; this list of diseases 

includes ASF. The farm affected is not a commercial holding.  
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We will continue to monitor the situation and report on technical and political 

developments as part of exchanging information with other countries and sectors. 

More information can be expected on the likely source of disease introduction once a 

Community Veterinary Emergency Team reports back to the Commission.  

For further information, please also see the ASF leaflet at the following link: 

http://asforce.org/flyers/asforce-en.pdf  
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