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Vesicular Stomatitis in horses and cattle in the USA 
Updated Outbreak Assessment 
 
 
Note: Defra’s International Disease Monitoring (IDM) team monitors outbreaks of high 
impact diseases around the world. Vesicular Stomatitis (VS) is among those diseases of 
major concern. 

 

1 Disease Report  

Since our Preliminary Outbreak Assessment on Vesicular Stomatitis in the USA (5th 

June 2014), the authorities have reported a further eight outbreaks in horses and 

one in cattle, all in Texas (OIE, 2014). The strain in all cases has been identified as 

New Jersey serotype (APHIS, 2014). The cattle outbreak was reported when the 

livestock keeper observed blistering and swelling on the muzzles of the animals.  

Disease control 

measures are in 

place and nine 

premises remain 

under quarantine 

(OIE, 2014; APHIS, 

2014). Quarantine is 

removed once 

lesions have healed 

on infected animals 

and no further cases 

are seen after 21 

days. 

 

 

2 Situation Assessment 

VS has not been reported in cattle in the USA since 2006, when the New Jersey 

strain was identified during the Wyoming outbreak in horses which involved 13 

premises in total. Identification of the disease initially in horses  is reassuring for 

other livestock holders that the clinical signs seen are not due to Foot and Mouth 

disease, however VS in cattle can still cause production losses. The disease is 

spread mainly through vector transmission, with sand flies and blackflies being 

implicated.  
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Under EU rules cattle are not approved for export to the EU from the USA. Equidae 

may only be exported to the EU under certain criteria including the country or 

territory being free of disease for six months or pre-export testing when country 

/territory freedom cannot be certified, the animals having a certified health certificate 

and then undergoing a veterinary inspection prior to travel. On arrival at the Border 

Inspection Post, all equidae imported to the EU from the USA are checked for 

correct certification and signs of clinical disease. The incubation period for VS is 2-5 

days. 

According to TRACES, the EU electronic trade notification system, there have been 

sixty two consignments of horses from the USA arriving at UK BIPs since our last 

outbreak assessment. All had satisfactory document, identity and physical checks 

and random post import tests, carried out under EU requirements and on a risk basis 

were also negative. 

 

3 Conclusions 

We consider there would be a negligible risk of introduction of VS to the UK via legal 

imports as a result of these outbreaks, provided all processes for certification and 

pre-export testing are followed correctly.  

We will continue to monitor the situation. 
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