
 
 
Port of Falmouth Development Initiative factsheet 
 
What was the original marine licence application for? 
There were three applications relating to the Port of Falmouth Development Initiative (PFDI): 
 
• Falmouth harbour construction works – amalgamation of the Queens and Northern Wharves to 

create a 430 metre berthing area 
• dredging for the creation of a deeper and straighter navigation channel and berthing pocket 
• offsetting the loss of a maerl (red algae) habitat. 
 
What was the Marine Management Organisation’s (MMO’s) 
decision? 
In January 2011, the application to amalgamate the Queens and Northern wharves was approved, 
as it was concluded that these works would not have a likely significant effect on the Fal and 
Helford Special Area of Conservation (SAC). Our announcement is available from 
www.marinemanagement.org.uk/news/press/110127.htm 
 
The MMO concurrently announced that it could not allow the other two applications for the PFDI to 
proceed in their current form. The MMO could not conclude that there would be no adverse effect 
on the integrity of the Fal and Helford SAC from the dredging or the offsetting. 
 
We continued discussion with the developers regarding new evidence to address issues around 
maerl relocation. This led to a subsequent, separate, licence application to the MMO for a maerl-
relocation trial to inform the larger applications. Our announcement about the maerl-relocation trial 
licence is available from www.marinemanagement.org.uk/news/news/120712.htm 
 
What will the maerl-relocation trial cover? 
Details are included in the licence document, which is available online through our public register. 
See https://marinelicensing.marinemanagement.org.uk/mmo/fox/live/MMO_PUBLIC_REGISTER/ 
application reference MLA/2012/00100. 
 
What is the MMO’s role in the trial? 
The MMO has set up an independent scientific advisory panel (ISAP). This reviewed and agreed 
the methodology and will ensure that the conclusions of the trial are scientifically robust.  
 
The MMO is entirely impartial in this matter and we take a balanced and objective view on all of 
the marine licences we consider. The advice we receive from the ISAP will be considered 
alongside advice from our statutory advisors. 
 
What is the ISAP? 
The ISAP consists of five independent scientists who have significant and recognised expertise in 
maerl ecology, experimental design and the wider impacts on benthic ecology from dredging 
operations.  
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What will happen following the trial – will it change the MMO’s view 
on the dredging? 
The trial will provide information on the extent to which maerl and its associated communities 
survive and recover from translocation.  
 
The MMO will review information from the trial, and other further evidence, to inform future 
licensing decisions on the Port of Falmouth development. 
 
Why is the MMO attending the Friends of the Earth meeting? 
Our attendance at the meeting is simply to inform local people and interested parties on the 
MMO's role in the licensing process and the factors we consider in making decisions. 
 
What is the relevance of EU habitats regulations to this case? 
The activity is located within the Fal and Helford SAC, protected under the Habitats Directive (see 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0013112).  
 
Any decision about development will fully take into account EU protection for the maerl beds. 
 
The MMO have not yet made a decision on the full dredging application. With regards to these 
applications, as they stand, the MMO could not conclude that there would be no adverse effect on 
the integrity of the Fal and Helford SAC and therefore cannot proceed with determination at this 
time. The applicant is currently trialling possible mitigating actions and could decide to update the 
dredging application with further evidence. The MMO would then consider this evidence in respect 
of the dredging application. 
 
Is the MMO ensuring the methodology is followed correctly? 
The MMO takes a risk-based approach for carrying out inspections of work and other activities to 
ensure compliance with the conditions of licences. We have conducted regular inspections. The 
trial is being carried out by Plymouth University, a respected academic institution, and all results 
will be reviewed by the ISAP. 
  
Will possible impacts such as sediment plumes be taken into 
account? 
Any possible impacts such as these from the sediment plume will need to be assessed (most likely 
through modelling) and this information will be included in the updated environmental statement.  
 
It is the responsibility of the applicant to do this. The MMO will consult on an updated application 
and members of the public and interested organisations can respond. The MMO would also obtain 
advice from the Centre for the Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) and the 
statutory advisors on this matter.  
 
The MMO can add any conditions to the marine licence it feels appropriate to avoid or mitigate any 
impacts. 
 
More information 
More general information on our role in licensing developments in the marine area is available 
from www.marinemanagement.org.uk/licensing/marine.htm 
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