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Press Release 4:  To be issued at and after Evening reception launching the British Chamber of Commerce 

Launch of the British Chamber of Commerce in Tanzania

Tuesday, 8th July 2014

Visiting UK Minister for Africa Mark Simmonds and British High Commissioner Dianna Melrose launched the new British Chamber of Commerce in Tanzania (BCC) on 8th July. 
The British Chamber of Commerce will help achieve the objectives of the Tanzania/UK High Level Prosperity Partnership in increasing bilateral trade and investment to the benefit of both countries.

 Launching the British Chamber of Commerce at a reception during Minister Simmonds’ visit, the High Commissioner said: “The role of the new British Chamber of Commerce in Tanzania is to step up support to UK companies wanting to do business in Tanzania. It will be headed by its newly appointed Director Petronella Mwasandube, OBE and initially be co-located with UK Trade & Investment and the British High Commission in Umoja House. With the British Business Group in Tanzania, which has over 200 member companies, the British High Commission and Tanzanian private sector organisations, the Chamber will engage in dialogue with the government of Tanzania on improving the business environment.  The Chamber will also facilitate business to business networking and partnerships between Tanzanian and UK companies”. 
Speaking at the launch, UK Minister for Africa, Mr Simmonds said: “The UK Government’s ambition is to maintain our number 1 position as the top foreign direct investor in Tanzania. The UK Government aims to double UK exports worldwide to £1 trillion p.a. by 2020, and assist an additional 100,000 UK companies to become exporters by 2020.” Creating a new network of British Chambers of Commerce in important markets like Tanzania is part of our plan to achieve these objectives.”
UKTI is a UK Non-Ministerial Government department. Its mission is to connect UK business to the world’s top commercial opportunities, support UK companies to grow through international trade, and attract high quality inward investment to the UK.

The UK is the largest foreign investor in Tanzania with a 36% market share, followed by China at 15%, according to figures from the Tanzania Investment Centre up to the end of June 2013. Total exports from the UK to Tanzania were worth £170,936,596 in 2013 (January to December 2013), according to the SSA – Trade in Goods Sub Saharan Africa. UK companies already operating in Tanzania include: BG Group, Ophir Energy, Afren Plc, Standard Chartered Bank, Barclays Bank, Vodacom, PWC, Deloitte, Unilever, GlaxoSmithKline, Diageo, Globeleq/SONGAS, ASCO, amongst others.

NOTES TO EDITORS:

British Business Group (BBG):

British Business Group (BBG) is an active business group in Tanzania, whose primary role is networking and advocacy amongst its members who are largely British national employed or investing in Tanzania and individuals who own or run British owned companies. 

For more information about BBG: http://www.bbg.co.tz.

UK Trade and Investment (UKTI)

UKTI is the commercial arm of the British Government. UKTI works with UK based businesses to ensure their success in international markets through exports. UKTI also encourages and supports overseas companies to look at the UK as the best place to set up or expand their business.

For more information about UKTI: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-trade-investment
For Media enquiries:

Michael Dalali, Projects and Press Officer 

The British High Commission- Dar es Salaam

Tel: +255 (0) 22 229 0269 Mobile: +255 (0)762 791 991 Email: michael.dalali@fco.gov.uk
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